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 Valentine’s Day 
Feb. 14 

 

 PD Day  
        Feb 15th  
 

 Presidents Day/
Lincoln’s Day  

        Feb. 20-21st 
  

 “Welcome to the   
21st Century”     
Activity/Skit 

        Feb. 24th  
 

 End of 3rd MP 
Mar.23rd 
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We all know Valentine’s Day is a day about giving the ones you love a gift or two, 
but did you know the average American spends roughly $120 on Valentine’s day 
alone? (Seth. "Valentines Day Statistics." Statistic Brain. Statistic Brain, 25 Jan. 
2016. Web. 06 Feb. 2017.) Originating from Ancient Rome, often told to have 

started because of a Saint named Valentine, years later the west started to catch on with the spirit of this holi-
day as well. The amount of money spent on Valentine’s Day really is astonishing, averaging $13 billion dollars 
in total, while 180 million Valentine’s day cards are exchanged annually 85% of the cards are bought by women, 
next to the 73% of all flowers being purchased by men. Valentine’s day has a pretty big impact on relationships, 
statistics showing 53% of women ending their current relationships if they didn’t get something on this holiday, 
alone. Currently not in a relationship? Well don’t be sad there is a holiday for you, celebrated in mainly South 
Korea, "Black Day” is a holiday where singles go out and eat black colored foods to get over their sorrow and 
maybe even meet that special someone. 
     Candy is everywhere;  Hershey Bars, Snicker Bars, Kit Kats, etc. You can find candy almost anywhere and 
nothing is better than receiving chocolate as a treat. Chocolate even gives health benefits and over 48 million 
pounds of chocolate is purchased in the US in the week leading up to Valentine’s Day alone. Cheap but effec-
tive is not a bad motto to live by, as candy is almost universally accepted by all cultures. Not a fan of chocolate? 
Well, you could try flowers; mainly roses, just make sure you give them the right rose though. There’s a bunch 
of different color roses, but pink or red roses would be the best, both meaning love. Chocolate and Roses are 
both staples, but if that doesn’t suit you, crafts are an amazing way of impressing your partner with your talent.  

Valentine’s Day– a Waste of Money?  
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                What’s So Wrong With Celebrating Valentine’s Day? 
 
  Lovebirds are anxiously waiting for one of the most anticipated holidays 
of the year - Valentine’s Day. However, not everyone is a fan of this cele-
bration. According to listverse.com, 40% of people have negative feelings 
about V-Day. While some might want to express their love for their signifi-
cant other, in places like India, official announcements are made forcibly 
banning couples who choose to express their love in public or even on 

social media networking sites. Many agree with this idea, but what is so 
wrong with allowing others to celebrate this lovely occasion?  
 While people who like cards, flowers, and candy on Valentine’s 
Day are often associated with being materialistic, these items have meaning 
to them. No one can lie and say receiving those makes you feel loved which 
is undoubtedly one of the best feelings in life. Through these items people 
can show how they feel instead of just saying, “I love you” not only to your 
boyfriend/girlfriend, but also your family and friends. This shows how actions 
can speak much louder than words.  

Love is in the Air... 



   "Martin Luther King Jr. said, 
“Everyone can be great, because 
everyone can serve.’” On Wednesday 
January 25th, ten students from the 
FCCLA Club and the FoodCorps-
GEAR Up Club got together to honor 
Martin Luther King Jr. and his call for 
service. With a group of ten students 
and four mentors we made over 100 
mason jar meals to donate to the St. 
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen. Soup 
bubbling on the stove, the mood was 
light as the students gathered around 
tables and started scooping ingredi-
ents into jars. We assembled jars of 
rice and lentil soup, vegetarian chili, 
and cinnamon raisin oatmeal. The 
meals are simple to cook and are 
healthy, filling and delicious! In the 

spirit of MLK day, students also 
engaged with the question, “what 
does food justice mean to you?” 
Students’ defined food justice as 
more than just having food on your 
table. Food justice is having choice 
over what you are eating: “being 
able to eat healthy foods,” being 
able to eat “what you prefer,” “know
[ing] what is in your food.” This 
group of students is indeed headed 
for greatness! 
*FoodCorps is a nationwide Ameri-
Corps program with a team of ser-
vice members who work with com-
munities to excite students about 
trying and eating new, healthy 
foods. Every Wednesday ,the 
FoodCorps-GEAR Up Club meets 

after school, tries out new 
recipes and eats delicious 
food. We would be happy 
to see new faces! All 
GEAR Up students are 
welcome! If you have any 
questions, ideas, wisdom, 
or anything else please 
email Anna Kowanko 
at anna.kowanko@foodcor
ps.org." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donors Choose.org  by : Elazabeth Munoz 
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FCCLA News By Ms. Tichon and Ms. Kowanko 
 

Penguin Plunge was a success! By: Sofia Rositani 

 “to see so many 

people giving 

back that went to 

Wilby High 

School is such an 

inspiration, things 

like this give me 

faith in the 

world.’’  

-     Mrs.  

     Carpenter 

     The Special Education department took a splash at 
the Farmington River last Sunday to raise money for 
their trip to Mohegan Sun where they will play Basketball during half time.  The 
other half of money raised will go to fund the Special Olympics. There are 6 of the 
faculty plunging into the frigid water Mrs. Zuraitis, Ms. Higgins, Mr. Perusse, Ms. 
Karri Gibson, Ms. Ann Cianciola, and Ms Kendra Franks. Not only did they jump 
into the frigid water but they dressed up in tutus to try and win best dressed that 
Sunday. It sure was a day to remember for the ones who jumped into the cold wa-
ter.    
     Ms. Zuraitis wrote, “Thanks for all your support for our first Penguin Plunge!   IT 
WAS FUN and we raised close to $1500 for Special Olympics! 
 A special thanks to Ms. Watkins for completing our costumes with tails and ears! 
 And a very special thanks to Mr. Perusse, who did not even get his hair wet!” 

    Our  very own Science teacher Mrs.Carpenter has acquired 10 computers from a website called Donors choose.org. This 
website is a Google funded page that teachers and other people who have ideas for projects to do with their class or community 
can find donors for funds that they would not have otherwise had. Mrs.Carpenter came across the idea when her husband did it a 
couple years back and got all funds he needed for his project. While discussing her ideas with another fellow teacher from a 
different school, she wanted to do a project with her kids that included computer 
usage, so she put up the idea on the site not expecting anything to happen. To her 
surprise, she got the news on December 14, 2016 that the website had fully funded 
her project and she would be receiving them shortly as she described it to be a ” 
charity Christmas present for multiple schools” including North End Middle School, 
who received 30 computers . When I interviewed Mrs. Carpenter, the look in her eyes 
just talking about the way she felt was proof that she was more than excited, she was 
thankful for the opportunity. She said, “ to see so many people giving back that went 
to Wilby High School is such an inspiration, things like this give me faith in the world.’’ 
Shortly after, she created another project on the website for 2 more computers and in 
24 hours it was fully funded. She now has the opportunity to do intuitive and engaging 
academic projects with her students. Mrs. Carpenter’s passion and accomplishments 
for this project made this article especially wonderful to write.  



 

Dance -Off By: Kobby and Dylen 

Recipe: Chocolate Chip Heart Cookies 

PBIS Breakfast by: Elizabeth Munoz 
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Total Time 60 min   Servings 22 
1 pouch (1 lb 1.5 oz) Betty Crocker chocolate chip cookie mix 
1/4 cup Gold Medal all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened  
1 egg  
3-inch open heart-shaped cookie cutter 
Directions 
1 Heat oven to 375°F. In medium bowl, stir cookie mix, flour, butter and egg until well blended. Roll into 1 
1/4-inch balls. 
2 Spray cookie cutter with cooking spray; place on ungreased cookie sheet. Press dough ball evenly into 
cutter. Remove cutter; reshape dough if necessary. Continue making heart-shaped cookies, placing 2 
inches apart on cookie sheet. Spray cookie cutter as needed with cooking spray. 
3 Bake 6 to 8 minutes or until light golden brown. Cool 2 minutes; remove from cookie sheet.  

 

   On January 26th, 2017 the PBIS student of the month breakfast took 
place in the Wilby High school cafeteria. The attendance counselor, Ms. 
Sanchez and Ms. Downey proudly presented each individual student and 
teachers with a certificate and recommendation for Student or Teacher of 
the Month.  As Ms. Sanchez and Ms. Downey presented each person with 
a certificate, they read who recommended them and the great qualities that 
gave them the honor of attending the breakfast. Outstanding comments 
were read about each student, the pride they give their teachers, the hard work they put into their academics, 

the respect they give others, their exceptional grades and perfor-
mance in class, and how they contribute to the community of 
Wilby High School as a whole. Each student got their moment in 
the spotlight. After the certificates were  
presented, Mr. Mango and his class kindly served a beautiful 
breakfast spread that consisted of  blueberry pancakes with 
bacon and a side of whipped cream with the option of coffee, 
orange juice , or  water to drink. Everybody had a wonderful time 
there were laughs, filled bellies, and a general atmosphere of 
accomplishment.  

“I have  

decided to 

stick to 

love...Hate 

is too great 

a burden to 

bear.” -  

Martin  

Luther King 

Jr.  

On January 27th, Wilby’s Senior Class hosted its first ever 
dance off in the gym. Some members of the student community signed up 
for the competition, which included a cash prize.  The step team was the 
highlight of the competition and all of its members participated. One of the 
most exciting parts of the competition was the dancer, “Miami”, who deliv-
ered a highly energetic performance. 
              According to Emily Baba, one of the participants and whose 
choreography won first place in the dance off, “If I could change anything 
about the dance off, it would be some of the dances, songs, and the set-
ting”. On winning the top spot, Emily and her partner, Destiny Maldonado 
were thrilled. “My partner and I felt excited to win and it was our goal to 
achieve first place”, Emily stated.  Overall, the dance-off got great reviews 

from spectators.  Awesome job to all who participated!  



The Emerald Staff 

(Back row, left  to right) Shugas Hinds, Jay Cogswell, Sofia 
Rositani, Jonathan Singer; Estefany Ramirez, Elizabeth Munoz 
(Front row, left to right) Brianna Slowinski, Michael Martinez,  
Meilene Rivera, Elizabeth Roldan  

 

Cap and Gown                     $25-40 
Senior Night February 25           $25 
Bonfire  TBA                    $1 
Medieval Times March 24                    $75 
Prom   May 5. La Bella Vista   $65 
Senior Trip May 26th, Six Flags   $55 
Yearbook                      $65-75 
Class Breakfast TBA     Free 
Class Cookout  June 9th                 Free 
Graduation June 9th     Free 
Senior Class Present to the School    Paid for by class 
 
Total-------------------------------------------------------------------------$311-336 
 
Senior Accounts 
 Seniors can make their own senior savings account to save and pay for senior costs by 
either depositing money into the account or participating in Senior Sales Fundraisers (all money 
earned from fundraisers must be used toward senior costs). 
 
Remember 
Follow all school rules to ensure that you will not be excluded from any Senior Activity.   
Take care of all of your academic requirements, stay out of the halls and go to class.  We want all of 
you to graduate on stage with your class.  Our goal is to have each and every one of you graduate 
this year.  Ask for help if you need it, do not fall behind, and do not wait until the last minute. 
This is your Senior Year.  We together can make it the best ever!  - Ms. Valletta 

Art Students of the Month  

January- Raul has taken several art classes 

including: Foundations, Drawing, Independent 
Study of Art, Ceramics and Paper Arts classes. 
Raul’s interests are diversified as he is a mem-
ber of the Wilby High School Football team, he is 
an active member of the Shekinah Church on 
North Main street in Waterbury where he is a 
leader in religious instruction to youth groups and 
participates in their church trips. 
This year, Raul is a Senior and is currently taking 
the AP Studio Art class.  

MLK Youth Explosion  
(From  Waterbury Public Schools’ Website) 

 

February- The art department would 

like to congratulate Adelina Qoku for 
being selected as the February’s PBIS 
 Visual Art Student of the Month! 
Adelina is in her third year of art and is a 
Junior currently taking the Independent 
Study of Art class.  The month long exhib-
it of Adelina’s works feature figure draw-
ing and Grid Drawing and will be on 
display in the PBIS Visual Arts showcase 

located in the commons building across 
from the auditorium. 

Senior Year Costs 2017 

     Eight Waterbury students were presented with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Community Service Awards and Crosby High 
School teacher Sean Mosley was presented with a Dr. Martin 
Luther King., Jr. Leadership Award during the second annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Youth Summit on Saturday, January 14, 
2017. The event is sponsored by the Concerned Black Clergy 
Council of Waterbury and the Waterbury Public Schools.   

 
Featured Left, 
Wilby High School 
Senior Jayden 
Mobley accepting 
the award with 
Principal Mrs. 
Buerkle 


