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I’m loving it--reading!
Bully Awareness Video winners

“I feel comforted with the carefully made music video from Kennedy High School.
How grown up the girls in that film seem--researching heavy subjects that most
adults shirk from. Pressing on to educate and encourage those currently
struggling to not give up hope for a better day.”
--Rose C. North, campaign director

Photo by G. Loomis/staff

GLOBAL LEADERS Under the direction of video production and art teacher Mrs. Loomis, seniors (from left to right) Feilisha Santiago, Alijah Gonzalez, Lineshka Ruiz, junior Madinah Veliju, and senior
Amanda Willcox won third place for their video in the 2016 International Bully Awareness Video contest. Judges said to Loomis that entries ranged from counties including Croatia, England and Canada.

Miss America:
Hayes wins 2016 National Teacher award
By Susana Mejia
Correspondent

Photo by Kyle Cleary/staff

NATIONAL HONOR History teacher Mrs. Hayes (right), seen
here congratulated by senior Daija Archer (left), was welcomed
back by students, faculty and staff Friday, April 29, 2016 in the
auditorium after CBS This Morning announced she was National
Teacher of the Year on their broadcast April 28.

“

I am in awe that people don’t
know what happens in this building
or in this city.

”

Mrs. Hayes,
History teacher named
2016 National Teacher of the Year

Waterbury holds a national prized possession.
Waterbury native and History teacher, Mrs. Jahana
Hayes, was recognized for receiving the 2016 National
Teacher of the Year after the official announcement Thursday, April 28, 2016 on CBS, for her constant presence and
influence on the Waterbury community and with her students, at the Kennedy auditorium period 4, attended by 15
special guests, among them Governor Malloy, Mayor
O’Leary, Superintendent Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette, and a
crowd of about 200 supporting students, Friday, April 29,
2016.
Students held signs with sayings like “Hayes for President” and “We love Mrs. Hayes” and cheered on Hayes as
she recited a heart-filled speech.
“I am in awe that people don’t know what happens in
this building or in this city,” said Hayes.
Hayes has been teaching in Waterbury for 10 years, be-

ing chairperson of S.O.A.R, the School Of Academic Renown, involving her students and herself in helping out
the community, and influencing her students to push themselves.
Hayes grew up in the projects of Waterbury, being born
into gangs, drugs and violence, according to her professional biography essay online.
All Hayes knew was the world inside of the projects
until she attended school and her teachers taught her there
was more to life than gangs and violence inside of projects.
Even in times Hayes thought she’d never succeed, like
when she became a teenage mother in high school, her
teachers challenged her “to dream bigger and imagine herself in a different set of circumstances,” according to her
personal biography.
“Waterbury is full of diversity and people ready for
change,” said senior Makyle Hawk, who presented a speech
SEE Hayes, page 2
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Hayes receives warm welcome home
HAYES, from front page

A HUGE Thanks
for the
wonderful donations to the
Kennedy library through the year
Ms. Lizak

at the ceremony.
Hayes certainly lived up to that statement. After having
her first child, Hayes decided to expand her education and
go to college. Hayes studied at Naugatuck Valley Community College from 2000 to 2002, receiving an Associate’s
degree in Science/Liberal
Arts, Southern Connecticut State University from
2002 to 2005 for a
Bachelor’s degree of Science/History, Saint Joseph
University from 2010 to
2012 for a Master of Arts/
Education, and her most
recent, at the University of
Bridgeport from 2012 to
2014 receiving a Sixth Year
Educational Leadership
Certification, according to
her National Teacher of
the Year application.
“Mrs. Hayes has been more than an educator to me,”
said Hawk.
Hayes has supported her students beyond the classroom, getting them involved in community service and being their go-to-person to talk to when they have an issue.
“Not only has Mrs. Hayes helped me strive academically and socially, but I also look up to her as a role model.
I struggle a lot with my identity and how I want to be perceived to those around me. I rejected my nationality because I felt like it gave others a bad impression of who I am.

Her infectious personality and confidence has helped me
discover who I want to be and has helped me embrace everything that I am,” said sophomore Taylor Afable.
After the ceremony, Helping Out People Everywhere
(H.O.P.E) club students, staff and news reporters were invited to a reception at the library
media center. Club members and
family got a chance to hug Hayes
and support her while news reporters interviewed Hayes and some
club members. There was even a
point during the reception when
Hayes called Ellen DeGeneres to
set up an interview.
All of Hayes’s deeds have
brought her to where she is. During 2015, she began recruiting minority teachers to increase black
and Latino representation in the
Waterbury Public School District.
Throughout her years of teaching
in Waterbury, she has earned titles including Connecticut
Teacher of the Year, Educator of the Year, Waterbury Black
Democratic Club Mayor for a Day, Dancing with the Stars
Champion, and PBIS Staff Member of the Month.
“Great teachers love teaching and it shows in you,” said
Ouellette to Hayes.
Photo by Kyle Cleary/staff

MAKING MEMORIES Juniors Kailee Alvarado (left, above) and
Nicole Taylor (right) pose with History teacher Mrs. Hayes (center) after the ceremony honoring Hayes as 2016 National Teacher
of the Year Friday, April 29 in the auditorium.

Vending machines: sustenance or scam?
By Bryan Garcia-Medina

Anyone losing money should call 203-574-3236

Staff Writer

Ka-ching, click, silence
then frustration.
The two vending machines located in the school
lobby and the two outside
the girls’ locker room have
been reported to eat
people’s money during the
school day and at evening
basketball games by custodial staff and students, but
this is because its timer is
set to start working after 2
p.m. But what about after 2
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p.m.?
“They’re on
timers,” said
principal Mr.
Johnston of
the machines.
To the many
upset students
who
have
come to the
principal or
custodians demanding a reimbursement
on their dollar,
Johnston said this was the
reason it happened.
“Talk to Steve during
lunch time and Steve will reimburse you,” said custodian Mr. Luis Gracia.
The man who gives
change and sits by the vending machines during lunch is
Mr. Steve G.; he will deal with
any money problem a student or teacher has had with
the machines.
“So far this year, I’ve had
about 30 students come up
to me and ask me for their
dollar back, because the machine kept it and didn’t give
a product,” a night-shift custodian hand wrote in a letter
to The Eagle Flyer.
These occurrences are
not justified by the timer explanation that takes money
from students during school
on non-lunch hours.
“Just last night at a game,
six people lost their dollars
and they asked me for their
dollar back,” according to
the custodian in his letter.
Although basketball season is over, evening events
still occur at Kennedy and
people still use these vending machines, who belong to
“JC Vending & Distribution,
LLC 203-574-3236,” accord-

ing to the
stickers
posted on
each machine.
If you believe the machine ate
your money,
call this number--this reporter did.
“The protocol is to
write your
name down and go to the
person that works the machine (Mr. Steve G.) and he
will reimburse you,” said
Paula Martelli, JC Vending
employee who answered the
company phone, on her advice for anyone who lost
their money in the machines.
These occurrences happened to three seniors, one
junior and one sophomore
who were asked, “has the
machine ever taken your
money without providing
items?”
“Yes, then I
asked the guy
next to the machine to get the
product
I
wanted,” said
senior Carlie
Collini.
“Yes, it wasn’t
fun because I
don’t normally
carry a lot of
singles. I don’t
bring money to
school now because of the experience I had,”
said
senior
Katelyn Shappy.
“By the locker
room right before
track practice, I

put in a dollar and nothing
came out… it was devastating,” said junior Jacob
Dinklocker.
“Don’t even get me
started,” said senior Rilind
Racaj.
“I put three quarters and
typed what I wanted and
nothing came out,” said
sophomore
Quintasia
Bellamy.
The average prices for
chips and for apple juice in
the machines are 75 cents;
for water, Nutri Grain bars,
Pop Tarts, Rice Krispies
treats, and cookies the price
is $1.00. The apple juice and
water both have their own
machines while the snacks
share their place in the other
machines.
Photo illustrations by Samantha
Campanaro/staff

SNACK TIME OR
BROKE TIME?
Junior Emily Benton looks for
food items (below) in the
vending machines located in
the front of the gym and in the
lobby (above).
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History teacher Mrs. Hayes won 2016 National Teacher of the Year.
What does this mean for Kennedy and the community?

By Aliya Hernandez
Staff Writer

“It means there are still wonderful teachers in the
world. We’re glad that we have them at Kennedy.”
Celine Pacheco, junior

“It means schools will look up to us more.”

“It represents she is dedicated to what she does.”

Cierra Cedrone, junior

Grasi Kadiolli, freshman (left)
Jai Balboni, freshman (right)

“It gives a spotlight to Kennedy and Waterbury as well as an awesome reputation.”

“It’s a great opportunity to showcase the
great things Kennedy and Waterbury has to offer.”
Mrs. White-Clark, science teacher

“It means that Kennedy as a whole should be excited,
she deserves it and she loves what she does.”
Kelvin Caban, senior

Mr. McGrath, business teacher

Poetry slam entertains

How aware are students
of special education services?
By Christian Milian
Correspondent

1 in 68.
Although that’s the estimate of children who have an autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) in the United States
alone, many students at Kennedy do
not appear to be very knowledgeable
on what this actually means for their
peers on a yearly basis.
“It’s something we see in our every day lives yet it’s the biggest thing
we ignore in education,” said senior
Paola Robles.
Though special education is readily
available to students with various intellectual disabilities, mental disorders,
learning disabilities, and even ASDs,
it is not something that is ever really
spoken about.
“Supplies are limited no matter
where you are teaching,” said special
education teacher Ms. Gaynes in regards to how well she is supplied with
what she needs in order to properly
educate children with disabilities.
Autism is one of many disabilities
which affect a wide range of individuals but it seems to also be one which is
not touched upon. This particular disability causes a difficulty in communication as well as in social interaction
which makes it difficult for teachers
to connect with students.
“I work with a range of students
who have various disabilities such as
those who have a Specific Learning

Disability, are Emotionally Disturbed, have Autism, or are Intellectually Disabled,” said Gaynes.
If more of an understanding is
present for individuals with various disabilities, then an appreciation could arise for special education teachers as well as paraprofessionals.
“I would like to think that my
love for what I do rubs off onto the
students I work with every day,”
said Gaynes.
Gaynes has been teaching for 15
years, she said. She began her career
path in sales, got a job with Gibbs College located in Norwalk, Conn. and later
felt a calling for Special Education
after being placed in a self-contained
classroom with emotionally-disturbed
students.
“I learned to love them and decided
to continue my degree with a Master’s
in Special Education,” said Gaynes.
Not only does she plan PPTs (Planning Placement meetings) for the
caseload of roughly 20 freshmen and
sophomores she works with, but
Gaynes also teaches two resource
English courses and must make sure
to follow the IEPs (Individualized
Education Program) of every student
she works with. Even though she faces
off with this large workload every
year, Gaynes still worries about the
futures of her students.
“I believe there needs to be more in

By Derya Demiral
Staff Writer

Illustration by Marjol Mukallari/staff

place to prepare students who may
want to follow a technical program,”
said Gaynes.
Elaine Santiago, both a parent of a
child with autism as well as a paraprofessional at Carrington School, has had
10 years of experience in special education at school and 18 years of experience with her son. These years of
experience have opened her eyes to
issues in the special education system
which require solutions.
“Lack of communication between
regular education teachers and specialists has a negative impact on a student’s
education,” said Santiago.
There are various programs available for students with disabilities which
focus on daily skills such as hygiene
while others deal with work skills and
social skills. This specificity does not
allow for individuals with disabilities
to learn all the skills they need for daily
life after a secondary education.
“The (transition) programs offered

The infamous Button Poetry Live Grand Slam is back and better than ever
with winners Blythe Baird and Sarah Ogutu-Wow, a must see for 2017 so get
ready now.
The Button Poetry Live Grand Slam 2016, that was streamed through their
YouTube channel, had audiences in complete awe as seven spoken word poets
took their turn talking of real-life dilemmas and situations that are meant to
impact and educate the people watching at 10 p.m., Monday April 4, 2016.
“My mother asks, ‘How can you possibly love something that looks just
like you do,’ ” said Baird’s first-round poem about her mother’s disapproval
of her being gay.
There was one “sacrificial” poet, Mollie Lacey, who was just used to warm
the judges up, but the actual poets competing were Baird, Ogutu Wow, Joseph
Capehart, Chris Moua, Rob Mitchell, Hasani Harris, and Anna Binkovitz.
The Grand Slam featured two rounds: the first round consisted of seven
poets and was then cut down to five based on the score of the judges, which
would end in two winners going on to The Twin Cities Slam Team at The 2016
National Poetry Slam.
The judges were random people selected from the audience to give each
poem a rating 0.0-10.0 based on how it impacted them.
“Applaud the poets not the judges,” was heard many times from host
Guante, a two-time National Poetry Slam winner, activist and educator.
The Grand Slam takes place every year in Saint Paul, Minn. but, the
company was first founded in 2011 by poets Sam Cook and Sierra DeMulder
who created their website and blog, but are now featured on the Button Poetry
YouTube page.
The Poetry company has more than 800 videos, beyond 500 thousand
subscribers, and 110 million views on their Youtube page. Twitter was buzzing with stream viewers who would tweet their favorite lines from the poets.
“Cried @ [at] a poetry slam because sometimes someone else’s words give
your thoughts better meaning than you could,” read a tweet from
@womyynmusic.
Don’t fret if you’ve missed this Grand Slam because Button Poetry posts
new poems daily on their YouTube channel, and there’s always next year!
Special education services story continued from left columns

to students with special needs and disabilities are not broad enough to cover
all the areas that need to be impacted

to capacitate these students with the
skills they need to become independent,” said Santiago.

Commentary
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Staff Editorials

Hayes’s national victory
makes us all winners
Mrs. Hayes keeps putting Waterbury, Conn. on
the map!
Although some of us have not worked with her in
the classroom, this National Teacher of the Year’s
impact on the school, and community at large, is tangible. Hayes, a 10-year History teacher at Kennedy,
has brought our inner city school to the national stage
with her award, has organized and taken part in community service activities that brighten up Waterbury,
and has placed a positive light on an urban public school.
Kennedy is getting national recognition thanks to
Hayes. Inner city schools (along with their equally
deserving students, faculty and staff) often don’t get
the attention they deserve and thanks to her, we have.
Hayes has helped to make Waterbury a closer community. Her organization and involvement in positive
activities brighten up the area, making this city a better
place to live. This includes cleaning up Chase Park,
and even volunteer work in Dallas, Texas.
Through her outstanding achievement, Hayes has
started shining a positive light on Waterbury that we
must continue. People always try to belittle Waterbury
and bring us down, but this recognition elevates us
above the negativity.

Avoid excessive pride
since you look foolish
While we all have certain things we take interest
in, such as music, a TV show, and so on, we must
never show extreme pride to these things. We could
be in love with a show and ramble on how good it is,
and even argue with others to prove our show is
better than theirs, and it’s completely fine, but we
must always limit ourselves before we take things
too far. Fans can get a bad reputation; they can be
compared to extreme nationalists, and they can get in
trouble with the law if limits are not set.
People tend to perform foolish actions all the
time, and some can be forgivable, but not when one’s
life is threatened. Recently the movie Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice was released and did
not get the best of reviews from critics. Many fans
agreed with the critics, though some did enjoy it.
Rather than defending their opinion on the film, two
fans decided to send death threats to two movie
critics in Los Angeles, Calif. Sending death threats is
a serious crime which can put one behind bars.
Another movie critic also received a death threat
around the same time, for disliking a film released
three years ago.
Movie critics are only doing their jobs; they are
giving their opinions on movies they have seen, just
like everyone else would. There’s no reason to go as
far as threatening one’s life just to defend a movie
they enjoyed. It is foolish and it affects other people
who enjoyed the film.
Committing an act as the one previously mentioned could ruin the reputation of others who liked
the film. One person can represent an entire group;
one person can make the entire group look good or
bad. Many fans are not proud at all of what these
people did and feel embarrassed.
Extreme nationalism means having extreme
pride over your own nation and one is willing to do
anything to defend their pride; terrorists are infamously known for believing in this. This is all reminiscent of the three fans who went as far as threatening movie critics.
We must remember to never let our pride go too
far since it can get us in trouble with the law, it can
make others look bad, and you can be compared to
extreme nationalists which simply isn’t very good.

Catching spring fever: temps rise as finals approach
Don’t waste time daydreaming, finish year strong

By Almesa Sabovich
Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

“The root of education is
bitter but the fruit is sweet,”
according to Aristotle.
When it comes to the end
of the school year, the “bitter”
part of education seems to be
finding the motivation to continue doing well in academics.
At this point, spring fever is
kicking in, resulting in a panic
when finals come if students
have not been studying.
While there are some students passing with near perfect grades without studying,
there are some studying daily
for hours, and two juniors had
advice for those who do not
seem to get the best grades on
their final exams.
“Make sure you get a good
night’s sleep and really eat
breakfast,” recommends junior
Sheila French. This piece of
advice is particularly helpful to
those who wait to study the
night before their final.
Unfortunately for those like
junior Emily Benton, and many
others, she said, “procrastina-

tion is our biggest issue.” Some
just do not have the motivation
at this point to study. It is important to make it through this
last home-stretch of classes
since June 14, 2016 is close.
As for the schedules for
these finals, students are just
happy it is not like the midterm
schedule two years ago, where
students had to attend classes
after taking two exams.
The only thing Benton
wishes was different, was that
“finals should be earlier than the
last days of school because then
the grades would come out earlier and I won’t have to worry
anymore,” she said.
Students have said they do
not like getting report cards
over the summer because they
did not want to be reminded of
school work over break.
On the other hand, students
like French oppose Benton’s
view for one reason only.
“I just don’t want teachers
to have the chance to assign
more homework after the class
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We need you: join The Eagle Flyer. Do you write poetry, take
photographs, like to write or draw, or just want to learn more? Stop
by room 105.

is technically over,” French
said.
Luckily for French, homework will soon be coming to
an end due to the lack of snow
days the end of school is
sooner than 2015.
“Seniors may think they
have senioritis at the beginning
of the year, but it is nothing
compared to this part of the
year,” said Physics teacher
Ms. Velez.
And students do not even
realize it, but now is the time
they start to skip homework
and class work; they just cannot wait to graduate although
factors differ.
“It varies depending on the
weather, if it’s rainy on the
last day of class, then we can
at least get some work done,
but if it is sunny then it is a lot
harder,” said Velez.
And considering this observation, students should
hope for rainy weather the entire week of finals to help with

the studying process.
But whether it is because of
the sunny weather or the countdown to graduation, students
need to remember that school is
almost over, so it is important
to take advantage of what little
time is left and spend it actually
learning something to help these
final grades. So do not waste
these classes daydreaming about
summer parties, there is plenty
of time for that after working
hard in these final weeks.

Advisory: helpful or wasteful?
By Dylan McGrath
Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

Is Advisory as bad as some students claim?
Kennedy students generally think Advisory is a waste of the
extra period following homeroom because they feel as if their time,
on the topics provided by the Board of Education, could be better
used elsewhere.
“Currently, Advisory is a waste of time because the material it
covers is not particularly useful,” said Francis Kompare, senior.
Another student had similar feelings towards Advisory.
“Advisory is a waste of time for upperclassmen, but it is a
good way for underclassmen to get to know the teachers,” said
Tyler O’Brien, senior.
Students may feel this way, but what about counselors?
“We don’t decide what to teach for Advisory; the city gives us
a folder with the all the worksheets at the beginning of the year,”
said Mr. Shocki, guidance counselor.
The way the city is approaching Advisory appears to be on
too broad of a level, making it less effective.
“Advisory isn’t on a consistent schedule. This lack of consistency makes it seem like we’re just trying to cram the sessions in
whenever they fit,” said Shocki.
Without a consistent schedule, are lessons not taken seriously?
“At its core Advisory is a good idea, but at the moment it is just
poorly executed,” said Shocki.
Another faculty member tends to agree.
“As a concept, I can definitely see the point of Advisory, but
they don’t give the teachers enough time,” said English and Drama
teacher Mr. Collins.
Without enough time to prepare a proper lesson plan, the
Advisory session is less effective.
“I don’t even get to see the worksheet until the morning of
Advisory,” said Collins.

The Eagle Flyer/May/June 2016, page 5

South Bronx journey: my trip to see Bernie Sanders
By Franchesca Araujo
Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

When I heard that Bernie Sanders, Hillary
Clinton’s opposing presidential candidate,
was going to be in the South Bronx, I was
immediately determined to make it.
The news reached me last minute; specifically two days before, which meant I had
limited time to convey the immensity of this
occasion from my perspective to my mother,
who I knew would be apprehensive toward
allowing me to go to the South Bronx alone
on a school day.
March 31, 2016 arrived, and I woke up at
7 a.m. and took the Waterbury train roughly
at 9 a.m., to reach the Fordham station in
the Bronx. From there I headed to St. Mary’s
Park. The setting of the rally was what most
compelled me to attend.
My sister was born in the Bronx. The
South Bronx is one of the nation’s poorest
congressional districts. You can truly see
the disparities of income inequality. In the
neighborhood where the rally was held,
more than 38 percent live below the poverty line. From any other candidate, this setting would be a complete shock, but from
Sanders, one of the most refreshing and unprecedented candidates in my opinion, it
was amazing, yet not surprising.
I approached a seemingly endless line,
internally grateful I had arrived four hours
earlier to wait in line. Around me were college students from a myriad of schools from
Columbia, NYU to Pace, who clearly anticipated the long wait, busy with assignments.
Looking at the crowd, the “Bernie Bros” who
are said to be Sanders’s main supporters
did not overtake the amazingly diverse
plethora of people in attendance.
All races, ethnicities and ages were

Sanders brings to center stage issues often irrelevant to other candidates

“

Not everyone has the
privilege of not belonging
to historically
marginalized groups.
Asking individuals to
ignore how social policies
will affect their lives due
to their identity group is
misguided, and a testament to the disconnect
that can occur from one’s
own experience to another.

”

present, and observing such a diverse population contextualized just how far the message that had resonated with me, resonated
with others. Excited about the composition
of the crowd, I could not stop feeling overjoyed about the fact there were so many older
people in attendance. The tired narrative of
clueless misinformed millennials, and teenagers could be debated by that sight. It was
refreshing to see an age group I usually feel
criticized by, supporting the same candidate.
Spending the five hour wait with the individuals I met: two high school teachers, one
who taught Spanish and the other History,
and a current political science student, was
initially intimidating. Being included in political discourse among adults with paramount knowledge, especially a History
teacher who once taught a human rights
course in Columbia University could make
any seventeen-year-old high school student
more apt to listen than to contribute.
However, what I found most incredible

was that my thoughts were not dismissed,
but rather analyzed and responded to.
After being preceded by actress Rosario
Dawson, director Spike Lee, registered
nurses, musical artist Calle 13, and Erika
Andiola, (Sanders’s national Latino press
secretary), Sanders uttered his usual rally
speech. Inspirational, is the only way to describe the feeling of being in an underfunded
congressional district, hearing a presidential candidate speak about investing in inner cities and their youth.
Sanders brings to center stage issues that
are mere irrelevant background information
for other candidates, and the most significant thing is that he does it by providing a
platform to those who are best fit to speak
on it. Musical artist Calle13 testified to this
speaking on Sanders’s policies to allow
Puerto Rico to restructure its debt in a rational way that isn’t harmful to its people, or
pension funds in the United States, and his
acknowledgement of the US policies that
have had a hand in its plight.
Spike Lee said, “We have to talk to our
parents, because the older generation, they
on this Clinton thing” alluding to the lack of
African American support for Sanders, and
Erika Andiola spoke on the experience of
being an undocumented immigrant in the
United States.
Often I hear criticism towards liberals for
having a permanent lens of identity politics
when picking which candidate to support.
Quite frankly, for many people this is true.
Not everyone has the privilege of not belonging to historically marginalized groups.
Asking individuals to ignore how social
policies will affect their lives due to their

identity group is misguided, and a testament to the disconnect that can occur from
one’s own experience to another.
Hearing a candidate put social justice in
the forefront, from racial disparities in law
enforcement to reproductive rights to
LGBTQ rights, further contextualized the
aforementioned idea for me. It is easy to tell
an immigrant, or someone who is LGBTQ,
that change is incremental, with patience as
a necessary facet, when that experience is
not being felt first hand.
I have a different view of “idealism” than
many people. I think it is a virtue, considering Sanders’s position of being the ‘amendment King.’
From the beginning of Sanders’s campaign, people have reiterated how impossible it is for him to accomplish anything,
but despite the development of it being a
virtual impossibility of acquiring the nomination, Sanders has been the catalyst of a
national movement, and conversation, and
that is very meaningful. His campaign’s success is an unprecedented development in
the politics, and getting so close in delegate
counts to Hillary with no support from the
establishment.
Although it is practically a given that
Clinton will take the nomination, Sanders
has maintained that he will continue to push
forward until the last ballot is cast and until
the convention. Some are arguing this stubbornness will hurt the chances of a Democratic win in the general election, since he is
forcing Clinton to become more leftist before an inevitable return to the center in order to have larger appeal during the general
election.

Defining ‘white privilege,’ while Social anxiety takes toll on class presentation
asking if ‘black privilege’ exists?
By Madison Turner

By Derya Demirel
Staff Writer

Could White History Month occur?
COMMENTARY

Have you ever heard of black and white privilege?
The seemingly uncomfortable topic about perks of being a certain
race has arisen sparking the conversation of white privilege and if black
privilege is a valid argument, during spring 2016.
“Black privilege is a myth, is a joke, is a punchline, is a time a teacher
asks a little boy what he wanted to be when he grew up and he said
‘alive,’ ”said Crystal Valentine in the College Poetry Slam Invitational
(CUPSI) March 25-28, 2015, reciting her poem entitled “Black Privilege.”
Firstly, what are these privileges?
Google defines white privilege as “a term for societal privileges that
benefit people identified as white in Western countries, beyond what is
commonly experienced by non-white people under the same social, political, or economic circumstances.”
There is no Google definition for black privilege.
Next, how would these privileges affect you or people around you?
Simply stated, these privileges would mean there is not an equal playing field and there are still instances where one race would be given or
have perks no matter the age, time, place, social status, and gender.
Examples of white privilege were explained in her online checklist
entitled White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack by Peggy
McIntosh, such as no.6: “I can turn on the television or open to the front
page of the paper and see people of my race widely represented,” or
no.35: “I can take a job with an affirmative action employer without
having my co-workers on the job suspect I got it because of my race.”
McIntosh is the founder of the national SEED program that works
specifically with teachers to create courses and curricula that are gender
sensitive and multi-cultural.
“If you try to embrace being white, you are portrayed as being a
racist. If we had a White History Month, that would be viewed as a racist
holiday,” said Drew Domalick, a Green Bay Wisconsin native, in an interview with CNN News which is an example of what would be considered
black privilege: having a holiday without being viewed as supremacist.
The article on CNN’s online website entitled “It’s time to talk about
black privilege,” noted black privilege as being a fairly new concept not
even many scholars are aware of.
Yet, aren’t there hidden perks in many unavoidable things?
Benjamin Shapiro, author of the essay “Why White People Seek Black
Privilege,” said “Birth to a two-parent family is an unearned advantage.
Birth into wealth is an unearned advantage. Being born smart or tall or
athletic is an unearned advantage.”
If there are perks to many things that are unavoidable, why does the
conversation about race become the only one that comes up?
Because racism is still alive.

Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

Hands shaking, heart beating,
uneven voice; it’s time to present.
“Honestly I’d rather fail than go
though it,” said Jen Rios, sophomore.
Social anxiety is something
many people struggle with
throughout the world. I have been
one of the many diagnosed, but
teachers still make me go up and
present in front of the class; is it
really fair?
“I don’t think it’s fair since
people have a problem with it. You
feel like you’d end up embarrassing yourself if you mess up or get
something wrong,” said Amanda
Dahdah, freshman.

After anxiety attacks again and
again, it is something I have gotten used to. This past winter I got
extremely sick with pneumonia and
I didn’t have to participate in gym.
“I think if you are diagnosed by
a doctor than I wouldn’t make you
go up but if a student self diagnosed I would want them to get
out of their comfortable zone, and
grow. It’s apart of life," said Ms.
Scialla, freshman algebra teacher
and varsity softball coach.
Even though as time goes on
some become more comfortable
with the idea, some could struggle
their whole life. Sometimes you just
have to do it for the grade.

“

Social anxiety is
something many
people struggle with. I
have been one of the
many diagnosed, but
teachers still make me
go up and present in
front of the class; is it
really fair?

”

“It’s so much easier to simply
go ahead and present to get the
grade than not presenting and getting 10 points taken off. Anything
for a good grade,” said Brandon
Camacho, junior.

Overcoming struggles of junior year--don’t quit!
By Talia Bairstow
Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

Junior year: the struggle!
In Waterbury, Conn. Kennedy
students and staff exclaim that junior year is the most difficult year of
high school due to the stress of
keeping a high GPA, taking the
SATs, and finding career choices
to impress colleges.
“I believe junior year was the
year that determined how I was
going to be senior year, everything
I learned freshmen year helped me
through junior year,” said senior
Carlos Avelar.
SATs fly at you junior year and
who wouldn’t want to get a high
score?
“Junior year is way harder because you have to worry about
SATs and colleges,” said junior
Michael Benitez.
Many students know that

teachers push you to do your best,
especially junior year.
“This year was the struggle,
most difficult year of my life,” said
junior Kavita Narain.
Senior year you choose your
dream college, the military or consider the work force, but you need
a dream to follow.
“Junior year seems to be harder
for them because they have to
choose a career,” said Mrs.Tuttle,
psychology teacher.
The year will fly by, don’t lose
your wings on the way.
“Junior year was my slip up year,
just get the year done,” said senior Nyasia Baker.
Colleges mostly focus on junior year especially because it’s the
last full academic year they investigate before accepting a student.

“I think it’s very stressful
because next year it all sinks in,”
said junior Celine Pacheco.
For some students it’s just
another year of high school.
“It’s medium if that makes sense,
some hard, some easy,” said
junior Briana Donovan.
Looking back, what were staff
members’ junior years like?
“Definitely was not a good
year,” said Miss Kelly, guidance
secretary.
It’s shocking what’s known behind the scenes.
“Consequently I don’t get
juniors because that’s when the
dropout rate increases,” said
Mrs. Mulligan, guidance counselor.
The truth is there, let’s try to
change it!
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Allied Health provides valuable
college prep plus work experience
By Franchesca Araujo
Staff Writer

Students possess “really good hearts,” teacher says

“It’s not easy,” said math teacher
Mrs. Rothen in regards to the Allied
Health students and all they do.
Three seniors and the teachers of
Allied Health provided insight on the
program demands and the community
service it entails, including caring for
those in nursing homes, an Easter Egg
hunt, and pet therapy day, which ultimately leads to certified nurses assistant licensing, through a two-year period beginning junior year which included working with patients.
“They might forget our names but
they won’t forget how we made them
feel,” said senior Ashley Mohabir.
For those who might not be completely knowledgeable, the seniors and
teachers explained more details.
“Allied Health is a CNA program
of two years. We started junior year,
by the end of sophomore year they
make a meeting and you either get accepted or denied based on grades,” said
senior Yazmin Moreno.
Those two years in the program
present different experiences.

“Basically junior year you’re preparing yourself and senior year you’re
gaining experience from a department
that interests you,” said Mohabir.
Students start gaining experience senior year for one key reason.
“You get certified the end of your
junior year,” said Mohabir.
“My experiences are very good,
you just get slight problems. We’re
stuck in a room all day,” said Moreno.
Her peers expressed similar feelings.
“We’re kind of isolated but besides
that the experience is great,” said
senior Yaisha Burgos.
However, the positives heavily outweigh the negatives, especially considering students are working towards a
future in the health field.
“We would probably go into college clueless,” said Mohabir, regarding
how the program has prepared them
for their education and career path.
That preparation includes a head
start on college classes.
“By the end of senior year there’s a
test they take and they get Naugatuck
Valley credit,” said Rothen.
It also includes a head start
in actual work experience.
“I’m in Post Anesthesia Care
Unit and I help people recover
from injuries and surgeries,” said
Mohabir.
All seniors acknowledged
this opportunity fosters skills
they would not have gotten otherwise.
“Working at the hospital is a
very good experience, the nurses
at Saint Mary’s are so nice,” said
Moreno.
The feeling seems to be mutual among the hospital staff.
“They have a good reputation
at the hospital, or they wouldn’t

invite us back,” said Rothen.
Despite its importance, no amount
of classroom time can mirror real life,
which students encounter on the hospital floor.
“It’s a really cool opportunity,” said
Rothen, emphasizing the potential networking the students can do. “If they
really like you they’ll help you find a
job or offer you one at the hospital.”
She also highlighted options for bilingual students.
“Hospitals need people who speak
Spanish, it’s going to be really easy for
them to find a job, especially around
here,” said Rothen.
Along with Rothen, Ms. Miceli,
who is also a teacher in the program,
has high hopes for her students.
“I have enjoyed the students very
much--it is so rewarding to watch them
grow. As far as the students, their academic training/preparation is, of course,
a tremendous benefit but I have seen
that the care provided to those in need
is the greatest reward,” she said.
The Allied Health students are fortunate to have a resource in Miceli,
who passes on her skills.
“I am a registered nurse and obtained my Professional Teaching Certification in 2009. This is a second
career for me. I work directly with the
junior students and guide them as they
become proficient in their demonstration of the 22 state mandated skills,”
said Miceli.
How much time does this unique
high school experience actually take
from traditional classroom learning?
“You do three weeks at school and
three weeks doing an internship at the
hospital and you keep going back and
forth that way,” said Rothen.
“We start at 8 a.m. and get out at
11:45 am,” said Moreno, who works
Stay

with babies in relation to her senior
year hospital department assignment.
The seniors affirmed the impact the
program has on regular school work,
and admitted the level of difficulty it
can sometimes reach, despite less traditional class time.
“Sometimes it’s too much, our
homework is more than just
worksheets, it’s complex,” said
Burgos.
Much of that can be attributed to
its emphasis on real life skills.
“What you actually do on the floor
is what the homework is based off of,”
said Mohabir.
With that hard work and adaption
to a different environments, their passion manifested into promising futures.
“We do have careers, we’re already
CNAs,” said Moreno.
Even with all the opportunities it
provides, not many juniors applied last
year, and an even smaller proportion
were male, according to Rothen.
“We only have one boy, but male
nurses and CNAs are in high
demand,”said Rothen.
Yet students have a platform to
affect many people.
“They make a big difference in the

CARING
Allied Health
students,
standing, are
juniors Julio
Ramirez, Baije
Nealy, Crystal
Serrano, Cierra
Cedrone, Saline
Mboya, and
teacher plus
R.N. Ms. Miceli.
Kneeling from left
to right are a
hospital worker
and junior Delenia
Pasan. Photo
above shows junior Cierra Cedrone and
bottom left photo is junior Baije Nealy.
Photos by Ms. Miceli/staff

community just for being out there,”
said Rothen, who included she would
love to see more males participate.
Perhaps the most important character trait one needs to succeed in the
program, and the field, is passion.
“You don’t need to be an honor
student to do this,” said Rothen, who
does not attribute the potential for
success to the levels of an individual’s
current classes.
She attributes compassion as one
of the students’ highest quality traits.
“They have really good hearts,”
said Rothen.

“EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS. . . KNOWLEDGE
IS POWER . . . STAY IN SCHOOL . . . AND NEVER NEED
TO USE THIS SERVICE.”
Dennis Perkins

203-482-3005 CELL
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To our readers: we heard you.

You asked for more interactive elements, so we hope
you enjoy this page and learn while having fun.

CAN YOU MATCH THESE WORDS
WITH THE CORRECT DEFINITION?
1) Gadzookery _____
2) Diglot _____

A STATE OF DEPRESSION OR LOW SPIRITS

3) Zugzwang _____
4) Tarantism _____
A. AN UNCONTROLLABLE URGE TO DANCE
B. USE OF ARCHAIC WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS
C. A BILINGUAL PERSON
D. A POSITION IN WHICH ANY DECISION OR MOVE WILL

1) b 2) c 3) d 4) a

RESULT IN PROBLEM

Word Search

Animal Farm
Go Ask Alice
Divine Comedy
As I Lay Dying
Brave New World
Christine
Foundation
Good Omens

Books

Deer Park
Pride and Prejudice
Black Rites
Red Dragon
Story of O
The Rights of Man
Leviathan
Vietnam Victory

Dune
On The Road
Siddhartha
If This is a Man
Boy in Darkness
Bleachers
Middlesex

Enter our coloring contest and win a $5 Dunkin Donuts
gift card! Color in this bouquet of roses--much like you
might give to a graduate--and drop off your completed
roses and this entry form by Tuesday, June 7 to room
105. One winner will be selected. Start coloring!

Full Name:
Homeroom #:

Sports
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Join city’s Relay for Life June 4-5 in new location: Wolcott

By Susana Mejia
Correspondent

Freshman Emely Castro will speak at opening ceremony now held at Frisbie Elementary

Imagine a world with more birthdays.
The American Cancer Society
is holding their annual Relay for
Life to celebrate the lives of those
who have battled or have cancer
by letting teams who volunteered
raise money, walk the track, and
hold ceremonies throughout the
entire 24-hour event at Frisbie Elementary School, 24 Todd Road,
in Wolcott, Conn. June 4 to June
5, 2016.
Relay for Life first started in
Waterbury in 1994, but the first
ever Relay was held in 1986. Dr.
Gordy Klatt raised $27,000 for the
American Cancer Society by running and walking a track for 24
hours in Tacoma, Washington
May 1985, which became the starting point for Relay for Life. The
following year, 340 supporters
joined in with Klatt and since then,
millions have participated, according to Relay for Life’s website.
“It’s important to help people
in the community who have a problem that impacts everybody,” said
freshman Risper Githinji, who is
attending with Key Club.

A lot of other Kennedy students agreed Relay for Life is a
beneficial event for everyone.
“I joined Relay because I found
it to be a fun and interesting way
to increase the awareness of cancer,” said sophomore Arlen Milian.
“I know I’m doing it for a good
cause: the fight against cancer,”
said freshman Marin Delaney
“I’m participating in Relay because you get to go out and enjoy
a fun activity with your friends
while raising money for a good
cause,” said sophomore Geanna
Dominguez, who is attending with
Life Management teacher Mrs.
Fann-Pierce’s and History teacher
Mrs. Hayes’s team.
Besides wanting to spread
awareness of cancer in the community, other volunteers go to
support or honor their friends and
family.
“My aunt died of breast cancer
when I was six years and she always used to be the lady that used
to take care of me a lot because
my parents weren’t around. I go
to honor and remember her,” said
senior Matias Fejzaj.

“

My aunt died of
breast cancer when
I was six years old
and she always
used to be the lady
to take care of me a
lot because my
parents weren’t
around. I go to
honor and remember her.

”

Matias Fejzaj,
senior

“At 11 years old, my best friend
passed away from cancer after a
three-year battle,” said Relay for
Life’s community manager, Amber
Dunphy. “Shortly after I joined the
committee, my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer. Thankfully she caught it early and this
year she celebrated 10 years of
being cancer free.”
Throughout the 24-hour event,
there are live bands, food trucks
and raffles, according to junior
Mariana Pereira, who has attended

relay since her sophomore year.
Registration opens at 8:00 am
leading into Opening Ceremonies,
Survivors and Caregivers at 10 a.m.,
Survivor and Caregiver Luncheon
at 11:30 a.m, Survivors and
Caregiver reception at 7:30 p.m.,
and the Luminaria Ceremony at
9:00 p.m.
Dunphy said changes have
been set for the location of Relay
for Life.
“Crosby (High School) decided
to turf their field this year, at which
point we are not allowed to use the
field for Relay any longer. After an
exhaustive search for other locations in Waterbury, we found we
no longer had any options in
Waterbury for various logistics
reasons,” she said.
However, not everyone is up to
this change.
“I feel like it makes it less special because it’s a Waterbury
school thing and not a Wolcott
thing,” said freshman Arianna
Cruz.
“I don’t really mind that Relay
has been relocated to another
town, but it is a slight inconve-

nience for the parents because it’s
farther and more difficult to find,”
said Dominguez.
Freshman Emely Castro is one
of the two people speaking at the
opening ceremony for having suffered Leukemia as a toddler.
Tom Chute from WATR is going to be the emcee for the Opening Ceremony.
“Oh yeah, I’m nervous. I did my
speech at Westover and my knees
locked up so my knees were shaking for three hours afterwords and
I wanted to cry,” said Castro.
This being Castro’s last Relay
she will attend before moving to
Georgia this summer, she feels very
nostalgic. She’s been coming to
Relay events ever since she was
about four or five years old when
she was first diagnosed.
Last year, Waterbury raised
about $207,000. This year, their
goal is $235,000, according to
Dunphy.
If you’d like to participate in the
2016 Relay for Life, you can visit
their website and register, call
Dunphy, or sign up the day of the
event, according to Dunphy.

Stango’s team takes Student vs. staff volleyball features surprises
dodgeball crown,
raises funds for Relay
By Ariana Ramos
Correspondent

By Bryan Garcia-Medina
Staff Writer

The Dabbing Dodgers emerged victorious in a tournament filled with sweat, frustration, awe, defeat, and glory.
Thirteen teams consisting of Kennedy students and
teachers competed in a dodgeball tournament in the
Kennedy gymnasium Thursday, April 28, 2016 which was
hosted by DECA in efforts to contribute to paraprofessional
Mrs. Cocchiola’s Relay for life team.
Physical education teacher Mr. Stango’s Dabbing Dodgers went through the tournament bracket without a single
loss, earning a gold medal in the dodgeball competition.
Science teacher Mr. Deldebbio’s Benchwarmers exceeded
their name’s expectation by finishing second in the tournament after their many consecutive games played in a row
ended in a loss in the finals.
Guidance counselor Mr. Poulter’s team with members of
the baseball team, wearing the Kennedy gold shirts, placed
third in the tournament, with their baseball-like throws advancing them far into the tournament.
The dodgeball tournament attracted a good amount of
students (who paid $1 in advance or $2 at the door), covering most of the gymnasium bleachers, who ooh’d and ahh’d
at some of the immaculate, catchiest, powerful throws, and
intense moments throughout the competition.
Looking for free or
r a
ctivities
?
summer
activities
ctivities?
discounted fun summe
Visit www.ctvisit.com/connecticutopen-house-day-june-11-2016
for more information
In addition to the aforementioned activities and places (see story on right),
public libraries also offer an abundance
of resources to their members. From free
books, cds, dvds, ebooks, and Internet
access, local libraries across Connecticut offer a vast array of materials.
Anyone can receive a free membership to
any local library simply by visiting a
library with the necessary forms of
identification (photo id and mail addressed to your current address).

The much anticipated student versus faculty volleyball
game was hosted by the National Honor Society Friday,
April 8, 2016 in the Jack Taglia gym.
In past years it seemed as if teachers would dominate
their opponents year after year! This record caused physical education teacher Mr. Stango, to believe that teachers
were “going to destroy the students” and that the game
would “be close for about a point or two.”
Senior Kathryn O’Donnell said she agreed with Stango’s
enthusiasm, stating he “wasn't lying.”
Guidance counselor Mr. Poulter showed confidence by

stating he would “ace every serve.”
Yet, after losing the first game 25-14, the students were
able to come back in the second game with a score of 1912.
Senior Carlie Collini, National Honor Society President,
said how “intense and really close” the game was.
Others, such as senior Mario Mancini, said he thought
the match was “rigged.”
Overall, it was a great match, ending with senior Jailene
Lopes getting the entire crowd to sing “happy birthday”
to senior Florjan Bablusha.
Bablusha admitted it caught him by surprise and “made
his birthday great,” he said.

Check out these free activities for summer fun,
including CT Open House Day Saturday, June 11
By Makyle Hawk
Correspondent

Nature walks, the library,
and even some beaches.
What do each of these seemingly distinct entities share in
common?
For the most part, they’re
absolutely free.
As summer quickly approaches, a variety of local activities such as Connecticut’s
twelfth annual Open House
Day Saturday, June 11, 2016
(alongside walks, hikes and
tours), and places (such as local libraries, museums and state
parks) await which are free or
discounted; something the public should gain familiarity with.
Despite the vast array of
free opportunities, many displayed a complete lack of
awareness.
“I’m pretty sure those
(free) activities are out there,
but access to that information
isn’t easily obtained. The information should be made accessible through schools. For
example, when we leave school
for summer vacation, we

should be made aware of the
opportunities that exist locally
and in our community,” said
Waterbury Arts Magnet School
senior Melissa Soto.
Watertown High senior
Fallon Pikiell would agree.
“Truthfully, I don’t know
of much free summer activities.
There should be more publicity in regards to them,” she said.
So, too, thinks senior
Durvasan Ramdhani.
“Unfortunately, no I am not
aware of the free resources
available to me,” he said.
For others, this was not so.
“There are places such as
Hubbard Park, or the Yale New
Haven Museum of Art, both
of which are great, free places
to enjoy! I also know that
sometimes the park houses are
available for free for the kids,”
said Waterbury resident Joanna
Rosario.
For history teacher Mr.
Mobilio, who works at a shelter for adolescents, one place
stands out in particular.
“I work first shift at a shelter, and so I tend to take the

kids on long hikes as they tire
them out. Some of the kids are
hyper active, or have emotional
issues, so the trails keep them
occupied,” said Mobilio, noting
too that “Castle Craig (right off
84) has got to be my favorite,
because at the top we can have
a picnic.”
Hubbard Park, located on
999 W. Main St, Meriden,
Conn., is “a 1,800 acre park”
made in “consultation with the
Olmsted Brothers, sons of
Frederick Law Olmsted,
America’s foremost landscape
architect,” which is open to the
public and home to the 115year-old Castle Craig Tower,
according to cityofmeriden.org
Castle Craig Tower is open
to the public via road and trails
from “May 1 through Oct. 31
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.,”
and serves as a free hiking destination which “offers a spectacular view of the Greater
Meriden area,” according to
cityofmeriden.org
The Yale University Art
Gallery is both free and open to
the public, exhibiting “ancient,

medieval, and Renaissance art”
alongside other forms Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m., and Saturday-Sunday,
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,1111
Chapel Street, New Haven,
Conn., according to yale.edu.
What other free summer activities exist?
“I go on hikes a lot and also,
I tend to go to Peterson Park
(in Wolcott) or Bucks Hill Park
to play football,” said Wilby
2015 graduate Manuel Acosta.
“I usually can be found
hanging out with my friends at
the park or at the mall,” said
Wilby senior, Joshua Ramos.
“I enjoy hanging out with
friends at the park and playing
games like basketball or even
just walking around,” said
Watertown High junior, Larissa
Anderson.
“I cycle on the roads of
Middlebury, Woodbury, Southbury, Preston, Litchfield,
Roxbury, and Bethlehem. I also
enjoy walking on the beach at
any of the state parks,” said
biology teacher Mr. Giuditta,
who retired in 2015.

