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Helping others: serving meals,
giving coats on Thanksgiving
Starting at 10:30 a.m., students volunteered all day
By Perla Cora
Staff Writer

Students and staff who
volunteered at the Thanksgiving Day dinner service at
Waterbury’s First Congregational Church on 222 West
Main Street reached a positive outcome, arriving a little
before 10:30 a.m., putting together a hot meal for the less
fortunate and giving out
lunch bags to every person
in the building Thursday
Nov. 27, 2014.
“I wanted to volunteer
because the idea that some
people don’t have a proper
meal is heartbreaking and I
feel that everybody deserves it regardless of their
situation and anything that
I can do counts,” said
Krysta Scrivens, senior and
H.O.P.E Club president.
Wonders are, how did
students and especially
adults happen to balance
this day volunteering with
family responsibilities?
“I did everything the
day before so I got time
for both my family, and
the people in need,” said
guidance counselor Mrs.
Mulligan, who is also
planning on “doing volunteer work everywhere,”
she goes, she said.
That day was definitely
a day to remember, especially because of the little
things each and every
person who volunteered
experienced.

“I was impressed by how
honest the people were, if
we tried to give them a plate
and they had already eaten
they would tell us in order
for the plate to be given to
somebody else who didn’t
eat yet,” said Scrivens.
Scrivens said she is also
planning on making this
particular event “an annual
thing.”
Aside from serving food
and washing dishes, some
students also volunteered
to give out lunch bags and
coats donated by students
as people departed the
building.
“It’s a really good thing
to do especially because it’s
so cold outside,” said Mrs.

Fann-Pierce, H.O.P.E club
coordinator and Life Management teacher, who was
in charge of bringing in the
coats for everyone.
“I felt great because I
helped out; one of the
things about being humanitarian is helping and giving,” said senior Naneska
Gonzales, who volunteered.
Something this author
learned from this experience
is to never look down on
anyone no matter what his
or her situation is. If you are
looking down on someone,
make sure you are doing so
to help the person up.
Would you do it again?
“In a heartbeat,” said
Mulligan.

Photos compiled by Perla Cora/staff

SERVING OTHERS Seniors Perla Cora (above, left) and Krysta Scrivens, H.O.P.E. club president
(right), helped serve meals (left photo), clean up and distribute coats to Waterbury residents in need
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27, 2014 at the First Congregational Church on West Main Street.

“

I was impressed by how honest the people were, if we
tried to give them a plate and they had already eaten they
would tell us in order for the plate to be given to somebody else who didn’t eat yet.

”
Two-week break starts Christmas Eve; school resumes Jan. 7
Krysta Scrivens, senior and H.O.P.E. club president

By Ganiya Hunter
Staff Writer

14.
That’s the total number of days
Waterbury public schools will be
on break for Christmas 2014. Usually the return to school would be
Jan. 2 or the day after New Year’s
Day, but because the celebration
of Three Kings Day Jan. 6 is now
being honored, students will be
returning Wednesday Jan. 7, 2015.
Teachers have a professional development day Monday, Jan. 5.
There’s a lot of anticipation with
such a large Christmas break and
with different people comes different ways to spend it.
While most people are excited
for presents, junior Alexis RiveraFlemming is focused on family.

“I am
looking
forward to
spending
time with
my family
in North
Carolina. I
miss them
so much,”
she said.
One of the most traveled spots
in the United States during Christmas break is Las Vegas, according
to Consumer Traveler, a site that
tells you about traveling going on
in the United States but some students want to stay put.
Junior Alexia Rousseau said she

is excited for the extra days she gets
to sleep, not having to wake up so
early in the morning.
“I just want to sleep in and go
shopping with my boyfriend,” she
said.
Christmas can be one of the
most stressful or joyful times of the

year depending on perspective.
Senior Shiloh Wilson said “the
holiday spirit” is something he’s
most looking forward to.
The holiday may not be as exciting to high school students as
it is to elementary school students,
like second grader Jalen Boxten

who attends
C h i l d r e n ’s
Community
School. He is
excited about
this Christmas
break and he
can’t wait to
open all his
toys and give
his presents
to his brothers and sisters and
parents, he said.
With so many things to do for
the holidays the overall reaction
of the students was they were delighted with the five day longer
Christmas break. Now get ready:
midterms start Friday, Jan. 16, 2015.
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Midterms start Jan. 16; no half days
By Kelly Edwards
Staff Writer

Students will be taking
midterm exams beginning
Friday, Jan. 16 to Friday Jan.
23, 2015 however, not many
students nor teachers are
satisfied with the schedule,
first changed last year.
It is not so much the dates
that are the issue, but rather
the fact students must return
to their classes after 90 minutes of testing. This is the
second year the Board of
Education is forcing the
Waterbury Public Schools
to adhere to this schedule.
Despite the multitude of
strongly worded letters and
tweets sent to Board members and Mayor Neil O’Leary
last year by students regarding the midterm schedule,

the changes were irrevocable.
“How are students supposed to study effectively if
they are forced to go to regular classes after two long exams,” said senior Tea Culani.
Many students have similar concerns as Culani and
fear classes will hinder their
ability to study for their upcoming exams.
“I think it is shorting the
students of essential studying time,” said science
teacher Mr. DelDebbio.
Resuming classes after
exams will not only cut into
crucial studying time, but
students will also be taught
new material in class that will
not be covered on their midterm exams.
“The midterm schedule

does not prepare you for the
midterm the following day.
You are not given enough
time to study between each
exam and you are also learning new topics in class,” said
senior Briann Bergin.
Although teachers are
told not to give homework
during exam week, not all
teachers abide by this rule.
“I remember having a
project due during the week
of midterms and I had to complete it on top of studying
for all my exams,” said
Culani.
This schedule not only
impacts students, but teachers as well. After hours of
exams, students are exhausted, and most do not
have the energy to learn new
material. Teachers will be

unable to teach students
lacking energy to learn.
“After two hours of exams, as well as four hours
of classes, I am exhausted,
and when I go home, I will
not have any energy to
study for my exams the next
day,” said senior Arlinda
Duraku.
Although this new
schedule allows teachers to
teach new material, which is
important especially for Advanced Placement classes,
it inhibits students from
having the time to study for
exams, drains students of
the little energy they have
left from their exams, and
obstructs students from
learning new material, both
students and teachers said.

Lunch line stops selling Doritos for 50 cents
By Anthony Jamele
Staff Writer

Federal snack guideline changes A La Carte items

Dig a little deeper in your wallet if you want chips for
lunch.
The cafeteria’s A La Carte line has changed order shipments of chip selections for the 2014 school year due to a
federal snack guideline.
“We get a guideline from the government (which is) a
healthy snack guideline,” said cafe manager Mrs. Finnegan.
Although the A La Carte line does not sell certain chips
such as Doritos anymore, the vending machines do for an
extra quarter or so.
“Food service and the vending company cannot sell the
same stuff,” said food service helper, Mrs. Marrone.
The A La Carte line used
to sell some chips for 50
cents while the vending machines sold the same kinds

of chips for 75 cents. Some students would spend a $1 and
get two bags of chips for lunch; now with $1 only one bag
can be purchased.
“I believe food service sets our prices,” said Marrone.
Since the new chip shipment has been chosen, are there
more or less customers?
“There’s starting to be less,” said Marrone.
Some students find the A La Carte line, the name of which
is defined as a menu with individual items listed with separate prices, according to AudioEnglish.org, a dictionary
website, a little too far of a walk for them during lunch.
“I don’t really go there…because the vending machines
are closer,” said junior Margaret Perez.
First Lady Michelle Obama’s healthy meal plan for schools
has limited kids’ calorie intake as well as removed snack
foods from most vending machines from schools around
the country, according to her website.

IINSURED AND LICENSED HIC 062129

The Eagle Flyer/ December 2014, page 3

Center offers food, showers for homeless
By Shandel Gonzalez
Staff Writer

East Main Street site open weekdays

Become a person helping a person.
Mr. Michael Muñoz, coordinator of the
grant-funded Waterbury Hospitality Center
on East Main Street run by the Center for
Human Development (CHD) visited public
speaking/journalism students period 4 Friday, Nov. 21, 2014 to give insight on what
happens at the center, plus pick up food
students prepared for the homeless.
“Homelessness respects nobody,”
Muñoz said, and that thought stuck with
the class, students said.
He explained how a person can be in high
school today and homeless tomorrow but
services are available at the Center in addition to food.
“In the Hospitality Center the homeless
can use our facilities of showers, laundry,
fax, phone and coffee,” said Muñoz, who
gave away his coat to a homeless person
prior to arriving.
The center is open from 7 a.m to 1:30 p.m
Monday through Friday, according to flyers he distributed in both English and Spanish.
Muñoz also promotes rehab centers and
detox in the Waterbury area for people with

addiction. Anyone over the age of 18 can
use the benefits of the Hospitality Center.
Children are referred to the woman and children facility, he said.
“It takes up to 18 months for a homeless
person to actually be stable,” Muñoz said.
When you have nothing, you have to
work your way up to getting employed and
getting housing.
“One of the hardest parts of my job is
getting someone housed,” said Muñoz.
But when he does it’s really rewarding,
he said.
“Homeless people are kind,” said Muñoz,
displaying stereotypes.
When you hear the word homeless you
may think of a drunk or an addict but in reality they are normal human beings just like
you and me the only difference is they don’t
have a roof over their heads, Muñoz said.
When you see a homeless person be cautious but don’t ignore them since there are
things you can do to make a difference, such
as refer him or her to the Hospitality Center.
“The reward comes from seeing people’s
life change,” said Muñoz.

Lockdown drill goes well
By Andria Latifi
Staff Writer

GIVING BACK Mr. Michael
Muñoz (right), coordinator of
Waterbury’s Hospitality
Center on East Main Street,
speaks to the public
speaking/journalism
students regarding services
for those in need Nov. 21.
Students and their families
also prepared food to feed
50-60 people that day,
which they helped load into
Muñoz’s car (below).
Photos by Nancy Cocchiola/staff

Rules forbid coffee machine use

How safe do students feel?

By Aliya Hernandez and Gabriel Matos Carrasquillo

“We are going into lockdown.”
With these words over the intercom, Kennedy was placed in a
lockdown drill during period 3 Monday, Nov. 17, 2014 to have students
and staff practice in case of a real lockdown, with police officers visiting
the school to see how well everyone responded.
“Yes every single person, from janitors to parents. No one in the
hallway,” Officer Todd said.
Taylor Afable, a freshman said she feels safe knowing there is a quick
response to danger, but could Kennedy be made safer?
“It could, I think it’s mostly due to the fact that the majority of the
student body doesn’t take the drills as seriously as they should,” said
junior Kathryn O’Donnell. “Of course the security could be improved,
like it’s very easy for someone to just walk in and out of our school and
no one would notice.”
Some students said they feel safe knowing there is a police officer at
the school and that fire drills or lockdown drills are performed monthly.
“We try to do drills every two months,” said Officer Todd.
Mrs. Wright, a science teacher, said school will be a safer environment once they rebuild the exterior and reconfigure the entry way to
decrease the accessibility of people coming in and out.
“However, if they really want to prepare for the worst, students and
teachers should not be notified of the drill,” said junior Miranda Scott.
Scott also said how the school as a whole needs to be able to execute
drills correctly and it’s a good idea to practice lockdown drills.
Alex Robinson, a freshman, said he feels safe for the most part.
“From my perspective it went okay,” Robinson said describing the
recent lockdown.
Afable said she was in the locker room when the drill occurred but
from what she saw, it went well.
Isabella Fazo, a junior, said the lockdown went by fast, meaning the
school demonstrated responsibility during it.
.
“If someone really wanted to they could make all the windows
bulletproof glass and even have a monitor guarding the entrance door at
all times, but that’d make the school feel like a prison,” said Fazo.

Staff Writers

Teachers have their morning
boost of coffee and students...
well, just can’t.
Some students dislike the rules
of the coffee machine in the library
entrance for teacher use only since
no caffeinated drinks or any drinks
are allowed inside classrooms but
for five to six years this machine
has helped fund the H.O.P.E. club,
according to family and consumer
science teacher Mrs. Fann-Pierce.
“She took my coffee right out
of my hand. I paid a dollar for nothing basically. It’s just a dollar, but
it’s unfair,” said sophomore
Anthony Castro.
Coffee machine owner FannPierce said if it was up to her she’d

Lock In awaits more students to sign up
By Riya Patel and Nikola Tili
Staff Writers

Once the 1:50 p.m. bell rings, everyone’s rushing out, but
imagine staying in school overnight. If enough seniors pay
$30 by Tuesday, Dec. 23, the second Senior Lock In will
take place, featuring food, events, games, prizes, and more,
run by teachers Mr. Clark and Mrs. Fitzpatrick.
“Very excited, very excited about it,” said Clark, who
originated the Lock In in 2012. Another was planned for
2013 but never occurred since not enough seniors signed up.
As of Dec. 5, 2014, more than 50 seniors have yet to
sign up for the Lock In, which will include food like pizza
and soda as well as bounce houses, video games on different

Cocchiola wins service award
By Joe Galante
Staff Writer

let the students use the machine.
“Yes, I would. The money is for
the H.O.P.E club members who go
on field trips to help build homes,”
said Fann-Pierce.
Students aren’t allowed to bring
any drinks into the classrooms, according to principal Mr. Johnston.
“I see teachers with drinks in
the classrooms all the time, what
about us,” said Castro.
Teachers are also allowed to buy
from the vending machines in the
students’ cafe, according to lunch
ladies Mrs. Trish Marrone and Ms.
Ellie Ruggles.
“If teachers are allowed to buy
from the same place we buy from,
then why can’t we do the same?

It’s unfair. I actually like coffee,”
said sophomore Celine Nunez, who
drinks Dunkin Donuts every day.
Not all students drink coffee
but still seek the right to drink it.
“I’m alright. I don’t drink it,but
I think we should be able to get
the rights to drink coffee if it’s not
even being used,” said sophomore
Jonathan Rodriguez.
“Not cool if it’s for no reason.
They should take (the machine) out
because nobody can use it and it
would be there for no reason. It
feels unfair because we can’t even
use the coffee machine and teachers can use everything,” said
sophomore Kenneth Gonzalez.
Students will have to wait for
the rules to change so they can
help the H.O.P.E club members
raise more money.

Her father, former VP, also won honor

Like father like daughter.
Para professional Mrs. Cocchiola was awarded The Reverend John P. Blanchfield
Family Spirit Award for service to the Sacred Heart High School school community and
giving back to the community Nov. 3, 2014 during the Sacred Heart Award Ceremony at
the Aqua Turf in Southington, Conn.
“I would like to thank my friends for taking time out of their busy schedules to share
that moment with me,” said Cocchiola.
There were approximately 900 people in attendance. Besides Cocchiola there were
eight other winners and two of those were Kennedy graduates: Waterbury Police Chief
Vernon Riddick and Sacred Heart diving coach Mr. Al Ricard.
Cocchiola’s father Francis Brennan, who was a vice principal at Kennedy when
current principal Mr. Johnston and office secretary Ms. Denise Feliciano attended the
school, previously won the award as well.
That night a handful of Cocchiola’s friends and coworkers such as History teachers
Mrs. Fitzpatrick and Mrs. Harris, all of the vice principals, and more came to show
support, she said.

consoles like Xbox 360 and Wii’s, and even a raffle for four
tickets to Disney World. 100 seniors must be paid by the day
before Christmas break for the Lock In to happen.
SOAR freshman Gabriela Isak said the seniors deserve it
because it’s something for them to remember.
“It costs money,” Isak said, for why sign ups are low.
She said she’d go if she got the chance to because it’s worth
the money.
Daniel Familia, another SOAR freshman said he would go
too but in his opinion, $30 is too high of a price and that’s why
many seniors haven’t paid. He’d much rather pay $10, he said.
Some freshmen are envious like Arlen Milian who is upset
that the event isn’t for freshmen. He wants it to be for freshmen because to him, it sounds amazing and he wants to attend.

COMING SOON: SUMMER 2015
IF YOU ARE BETWEEN THE AGES OF 14-21
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FUTURE
& DON'T LET TIME PASS YOU BY
WORK AND LEARN NEXT SUMMER
WITH THE YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM
FUNDED BY THE
Northwest Regional Workforce Investment Board
SUMMER JOBS ARE AVAILABLE
TO IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL YOUTH THROUGH THE
NORTHWEST REGIONAL WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD
www.nrwib.org
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Need Christmas spirit?
Receive by giving more
Staff Editorial
’Tis the season to be jolly!
It is now time to get in the holiday spirit, for Christmas is in the air. But, there seem to be unique forms of
“holiday spirit” people live by this cheerful season.
For some, holiday spirit means having a passion
for the festive decorations, or taking part in holiday
baking. For others, it could be religious, celebrating
the birth of Jesus Christ. The most common form:
spreading the love of receiving and giving presents.
It’s an important quality for us as people to look
down deeper, past these general aspects of the holiday
season, and make it more meaningful in our hearts. As
nice as it is to engage in the festivities of Christmas
fun and joy, we must also consider other factors as
well. These factors range from being thankful, to having the generosity of granting the less fortunate a chance
to celebrate Christmas. This ties into the motives encouraged during the Thanksgiving season, and it’s just
as important during the Christmas one.
How can we get in the Christmas spirit?
There are several ways to answer that proposal.
We can go around our neighborhoods decorating
houses and trees to create holiday spiritual visuals. Or,
we can bake our favorite holiday recipes and donate
them to people who don’t get to eat every day. Better
yet, we can each donate one toy to a young child so
her or she could experience opening presents Christmas morning. These are all things we can do to get in
the Christmas spirit, where we will spread joy not only
within ourselves, but more importantly with others too.
That is the best part of this holiday season.
There are numerous service projects people can
participate in during this giving season. Donating goods
to the Salvation Army is a great way to pitch in during
this season. Their adult rehabilitation center is funded
by any donations they receive. We can even go online
and donate through websites; christmastoydrive.com
is one site, and is a partner with the Salvation Army
that provides toys for children. Even here in our hometown, Waterbury, we can donate gently used toys to
the Holiday Toy Drive, established in 1987. There
are a series of acts you could perform for this organization such as donating toys, giving monetary donations, or fundraising.
This Christmas, we should all perform one act of
kindness for the sake of this jolly season. Giving to
one another will make you feel even greater inside,
and build an even stronger appreciation towards
Christmas. Have a Merry Christmas everyone!

The Eagle Flyer
The Eagle Flyer is published monthly and
distributed free of charge to Kennedy High
School and the greater Waterbury community.
Our mission is to educate, enlighten and inform our school and
community while developing our journalism skills in both
Editorial and Business areas.
The Eagle Flyer is a member of the Columbia Scholastic Press
Association, the New England Scholastic Press Association and
the Journalism Education Association.
Kennedy High School
School hours: 7:20 a.m. - 1:50 p.m.
Address: 422 Highland Avenue, Waterbury, CT 06708
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Class of 2015
Perla Cora, Brittney Coran, Kelly Edwards, Francis Forino, Joe
Galante, Amber Hilario, Mackenna Jacovich, Samuel Lopez,
Angelica Pollard-Knight, Lia Sforza, Malieke Zimmerman,
Leah Cocchiola, Tayah Farrow, Emma Finnegan, Don Jarrett,
Damian Lucian, Anthony Jamele, Kerri Mastrantuono, Tashira
Santiago
Class of 2016
Ganiya Hunter, Laurnea Farrow, Shareef Ferrer,
Jessica Guardado, Darian Houghtaling, Sabrina Santos, Melisa
Castro, Jennifer Kazlauskas
Class of 2017
Alani Arias, Samantha Campanaro, Aaron Hernandez,
Aliya Hernandez
Class of 2018
Jaleesa Bellamy, Jocelyn Bermeo, Ashley Lamb, Andria Latifi,
Christian Michaca, Riya Patel, Fuka Reale, Nikola Tili
Adviser
Mrs. Cybart-Persenaire

Children need toys: their future depends on them
By Mackenna Jacovich
Staff Writer

A child’s future depends
on the toys he or she plays
with when younger. Giving
children who are less fortunate toys brightens their future, allowing them to expand their minds. Participating in toy drives gives children not only a happier childhood filled with imagination,
but a more successful future.
Toys build a child’s self
esteem since “as children
master their toys--as they
finish a puzzle, ride a bike, or
blow a bubble--they develop
a sense of power,” according to the website
creativityinstitute.com.
The toys children master
most efficiently or tend to
gravitate toward influence
their future aspirations.
Toys for Tots “has motivated youngsters to grow
into responsible, productive,
patriotic citizens and com-

munity leaders,” according
to the Toys for Tots website.
“Different types of toys
give different messages
about what’s appropriate for
boys and girls to do, and
have different educational
content---both elements are
important and might have a
bearing on schooling and
career choices later,” said
Becky Francis, a professor
of education at Roehampton
University based on an experiment she conducted in
2010 about the differences
of female and male toys.
A variety of toys will allow kids to find their niche
in the world.
“Over 60 percent of adults
working in designated jobs,

such as architects and designers, enjoyed playing
with building blocks as children. Even more--65 percent--working in math-related roles, such as accountants and bankers, preferred
puzzles,” according to
toysnplaythings.co.uk.
Donated toys will allow
children to discover new
things and grow physically
and emotionally.
“I’d take a storage container full of toys--construction tools, musical instruments, everything--and let
them decide what to play
with,” said Neil Sinclair, an
ex-commando, who is now
a full-time child minder.
“Every child is different and

can be different on different
days too.”
With toys “children
move to higher levels of
thought as they play in a
more stimulating environment,” according to the UC
Davis Center and UC Davis
Children’s
Hospital’s
website.
There are also many
skills a child develops
through play such as
“physical skill,” “cognitive
concepts,”
“language
skills,” and “social skills,”
according to the UC Davis
website.
Toys provide less fortunate children with hope for
a brighter future and confidence within themselves.

How did you spend first snow day: relaxing?
By Jocelyn Bermeo
Staff Writer

Snowflakes dancing in the sky, a white blanket covering
the ground, and best of all, no school.
Students received the first snow day of the 2014-2015
school year the day before Thanksgiving, Wednesday, Nov.
26 when the district and most state schools cancelled school
based on reports of inclement weather. Snow falls varied
depending on location.
“I cried with joy,” said freshman, Gabby Isak.
When students were told that they had no school, they
were surprised, but also joyous at the thought of an extra
school day off, even an already scheduled half day with an
annual pep rally planned.
“I was surprised but I was happy,” said sophomore,

“

I went out with my sister and
finished reading nine books.

”

Gabby Isak, freshman

Laura Rendon
As a result of the snow day, some students participated in activities such as reading, relaxing and spending
time with family.
“I went out with my sister and finished reading nine
books that I was reading,” said Isak.
Similar to Isak, freshman Naomi Mumper said, “I drank
tea, played video games, watched anime, slept, and relaxed.”
“I just tried to relax and had a movie day with my sister,”
said Rendon.
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Artist teaches
mobile making
Library displays Martland’s art
By Xheklin Nano
Correspondent

“If you go to the library
you will see one of mine,”
said artist Mr. Martland, referring to one of many mobiles he has made throughout his career. Martland explained the steps of how to
make your own mobile in art
teacher Ms. McBride’s
classroom 158 during second and third periods
Thursday, Nov. 20, 2014.
Many of the students
present take an art class
such as Briana Donovan, a
sophomore. Donovan said
she takes Drawing and
Sculpture, making her presence during this presentation useful because “we
make sculptures so this
helps me think in a 3D way”
she said.
Donovan described her
experience while making her
very own mobile a fun one

“because it was creative and
I got to do something I never
got the chance to do before.”
As Donovan was finishing up her mobile she said,
“I would definitely do this
again.”
Others, however, found
mobile making quite challenging. It is not as easy as
the professional carries it
out to be but with a bit of
concentration and creativity
anyone can make a mobile.
A junior, Amanda Cruz,
was the first to say she “enjoyed making the mobile because it was different but it
was kinda hard to follow
along.”
With such a calm environment anyone who was
stuck would get help either
from the art teacher McBride
or others. Martland was a
caring man who wanted to
help each and every student
present, going around the

ARTISTS AT WORK Visiting
artist Mr. Martland (above, far
right) worked with Ms.
McBride’s (above, right) art
students Thursday, Nov. 20,
2014, teaching them how to
create their own mobiles,
much like this one (right)
Martland has on display at
the Amsterdam Whitney
Gallery in New York City plus
in the school library. While in
room 158 (above), students
gathered materials for making
their mobiles.

classroom asking “What’s
the problem?” and “How are
we doing over here?”
Overall, the presentation
on how to make a mobile
was an exciting one where
all students were able to try
something out of their normal comfort zone and experiment by making their own
mobiles, which are currently
on display inside McBride’s
room 158.

Photos by Xheklin Nano/correspondent

To go or not to go: waiting for ‘lav’
Holidays hold value
despite commercialism
By Jaleesa Bellamy
Staff Writer

By Shandel Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Santa Claus is coming… in
November?
“Before Thanksgiving even
starts they advertise for Christmas; they just can’t get enough,”
said history department chair and
teacher Mr. Feola.
Are the holidays too commercialized? Have they lost their meanings in 2014? It didn’t take much
time to get an answer from students and staff, who all quickly
answered on both sides.
“It depends on the person and
the family, if you go by what you
see on TV then yes but if not, then
no,” said math teacher Ms.
Deveau.
Most holidays find their meanings in religion but in the era
people live in today, holidays have
lost their true significance and
have become primarily commercialized for some students.
“Holidays now a day are all
about presents, there are no morals and no meanings anymore. It’s
now about people getting what
they want,” said senior Tyler
Saunders.
“Christmas is coming up and
it’s not like before when you put a
tree up with your family and bond,
it’s about what’s under the tree,”
said Elijah Benjamin.
On the other hand, not everyone recognizes the commercialized aspect of the holidays and
they honor the true meaning.
“I don’t think so, holidays for
me still bring meaning with being
together as a family,” said junior
Amanda Rodriguez.
80 percent of people said holidays have become too commercialized and don’t mean anything
while the other 20 percent said

“

Holidays now a
day are all about
presents, there are
no morals and no
meanings anymore.

”

Tyler Saunders, senior

they haven’t, according to
debate.org.
“Jesus is the reason for the season so it hasn’t lost meaning for
me but it has become too commercialized,” said Officer Todd.
“Sometimes I think holidays are
too commercialized and lost their
meaning, because they rush them
and you don’t have time to enjoy
them but when in the holiday I find
the spirit,” said Mrs. Berger, special education teacher.
The most popular holidays that
people said lost their meanings
are: Thanksgiving--Rather than
giving thanks and gathering with
family, it’s about the big plate of
food one is going to eat and that
great sale you’re going to get the
following Friday; Christmas--Is all
about what present you’re receiving rather than the birth of Jesus;
Fourth of July--Is about seeing fireworks rather than the Declaration
of Independence; Easter--Is now
about a rabbit, eggs and candy
rather than the resurrection of
Jesus; Mother’s Day and Father’s
Day are about buying a gift rather
than spending a day with them and
showing appreciation; and Memorial Day--Is about having a day off
from school or work rather than
honoring lives lost through military service. Some don’t even
know the meaning of holidays and
that’s sad to say, people said.

The flush of the toilet can be
really enjoyable. However, not all
students get to experience that.
Do teachers really have the right
to not allow students to go to the
bathroom even if they’re not on
the ‘no pass list?’ Some teachers
are not letting students go during
Fall 2014, because some believe
students are taking advantage of
passes, hanging out in the ‘lav.’
“Some do, some don’t. Some
you have to knock on the door to
get them out and some use it as a
clubhouse,” said building substitute Mr. Lawlor, a retired educator, who was on bathroom duty
when asked how long students
take in the bathroom.
Other teachers also think only
some students take advantage.
“Not particularly … it’s case by
case. Some students take advan-

tage,” said Mrs. Gaydosh, a chemistry teacher.
Gaydosh said she wishes they
could use the bathroom between
classes.
However, some teachers still
have specific rules.
“Two passes for a chemistry
marking period,” is Chemistry
teacher Mrs. Borges’s bathroom
policy. But she said she does this
because she doesn’t want students
to take advantage.
Still, students disagree.
“I’m mad because I have to go
pee,” said Emily Cartengena, a
freshman.
“They can go when they want
but we can’t,” said Lydia Blatche,
freshman, about the teachers.
“I get mad because it’s not fair”
and “we can get problems down
there,” said Brianna Mitchell, a
sophomore.
But those are just the girls’ reac-

tions. According to freshman
Kamraj Budhai, not being able to
use the bathroom is the most frustrating thing.
Some don’t understand the reason such as senior Austin Zerilli.
“It’s annoying, I don’t understand why teachers won’t let us
go,” Zerilli said.
Teachers think students are taking advantage. Some students
truthfully need to go. But the nurse
has her own opinions.
“There’s a 30-minute period
where they can go,” said Mrs.
Owens, school nurse of “12 years
and counting” referring to the first
half of class.
She also said, “Unless there’s a
medical issue, no danger.”
Everybody has their own opinion, to which they’re entitled.
“They’re not kids,” said Borges,
so they can wait and be young
adults about it, she believes.

Prediction: get ready for cold, cold winter
By Gabriel Matos Carrasquillo
Correspondent

Farmer’s Almanac calls for colder temps

It’s coming, get ready.
Winter weather is here since the first day of winter
arrived Dec. 21 according to www.almanac.com, and
with Christmas just days away, how do students and
teachers feel about the upcoming snow and ice even
if they say they’re used to it?
“The upcoming winter is going to be a cold one,
because last year it was pretty cold,” said sophomore William Santiago.
At least one student is happy with the cold.
“This coming winter is going to be cool, because I
like to play with snow,” said sophomore Nashaly
Santo.
Others would rather the cold didn’t arrive.
“I don’t want (it) to come because it’s going to be
very very cold,” said senior Jabdiel Rivera.
Some are predicting very cold weather, including
the Old Farmer’s Almanac online, who stated “winter
will be colder and slightly wetter than normal” with
the most snow in mid to late December, mid January
and early to mid-February. The site predicts late De-

cember and early January will be the coldest times.
“It’s going to be very cold this winter. Because I
heard the weatherman talking about it,” said special
education teacher Mrs. Calabro.
“I think that this winter is going to be a cold one.
I think we are going to get a lot of snow,” said
English teacher Mrs. Martins.
“This is going to be one of the coldest winters
ever, because I heard one of my friends was saying
that in the news. They were saying that it was going
to be colder than last year,”said freshman Roxemary
Rivera.
One person wasn’t certain what winter will hold.
“I don’t know because it hasn’t been here yet,”
said Special Education department chair and teacher
Mr. Phostole in early November.
Could one year’s freezing temperatures lead to the
next year being warmer?
“This winter is not going to be that cold because
normally when last year is cold, then this year would
be less cold,” said junior Carlos Gonzalez.
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Christmas Wish List 2014
By Mackenna Jacovich and Kelly Edwards
Staff Writers
With assistance by Ganiya Hunter, Perla Cora, Shandel Gonzalez, Damian Luciano, and Tashira Santiago

The tradition continues!
For the past 27 years, the Kennedy faculty and staff have been asked
“What do you want for Christmas this year?” Their answers result in
a compilation of heartwarming wishes and funny jokes.
Here is the most recent list:
ADMINISTRATORS
Mr. Johnston: “Matching bowties for Mr.
McCasland and Mr. Gwiazdoski”
Mr. Gwiazdoski: “Alarm clock for Officer
Todd”
Mrs. Glass: “For everyone to follow the rules”
Mr. McCasland: “That everyone enjoys a
good time with their friends and family and
good health and happiness”
ART DEPARTMENT
Ms. Loomis: “More time with my family and
Mr. Distefano’s supply closet”
Ms. McBride: “I would like to go to Vienna to
visit the museums”
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Mr. Rossi: “Great health for all”
ALLIED HEALTH
Mrs. Micelli: “For everyone to enjoy their
holidays”
Mrs. O’Connor: “Health and happiness for
my family”
AUDIO-VISUAL DEPARMENT
Mr. Distefano: “People to think more
rationally”
ESL/SHELTERED INSTRUCTION
Ms. Martinez: “A day in the spa”
Mr. Pantoni: “To get my new books”
Ms. Vargas: “A new car”
BUSINESS DEPARTMENT
Mr. Lucian: His old windows back
Mrs. Graham: “To get to Albuquerque, New
Mexico safely at Christmas to see my
granddaughters”
Mrs. Kinney: Well-behaved students
Mrs. Sasso: “Good health and happiness for
all.”
Mr. Dos Santos: More well-behaved students
CAREER CENTER
Mrs. Cicchetti: “Good health and happiness
for my family and friends”
CUSTODIAL STAFF
Mr. Brunelli: Peace
Mr. Cook: Relaxation
Mr. Dwyer: Good health
Mr. Gracia: A stress-free holiday
Mr. Mancinone: A restful holiday
Mr. Soden: A day off
Mr. Thomas: “A new car”
Mr. Veillette: Happiness
Mr. Vidal: A peaceful, relaxing holiday
Mr. Walaitis: Peace and happiness
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Mrs. Cybart-Persenaire: “Good grades for my
students and happiness for their families”
Mr. Caruso: “Scarlett Johansson to return my
phone calls”
Mr. Collins: “I want to be 14
again”
Ms. Griffin: A peaceful and
relaxing holiday
Ms. Hackshaw: “To get my
credit cards paid off”
Ms. Hicock: “Awwad to
actually teach for once”
Ms. Lawrence: “Have a
healthy baby”
Ms. Lizak: “Any major
dude”
Mrs. Martins: “Peace in
Ferguson, Missouri”
Mrs. Martone: Peace and
happiness
Mr. Morgan: “A new fishing
rod”
Mr. Murphy: To enjoy the
holiday

Mrs. Sochacki: “World peace”
Mrs. Sullivan: “To be mad cool all year round”
FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
Ms. Cinquegrana: “Elsa’s superpowers”
Ms. Ferrer: “To make sure that my grandma
reaches her 90th birthday on the 28th”
Mrs. Barone: A safe, peaceful holiday
Mr. Likorama: “A nice friendly atmosphere
with friends and family”
Mr. Lopez: “An ocean-front house to enjoy
with my family”
Mrs. Sagnella: An enjoyable holiday
GUIDANCE
Mrs. Ortiz: “Older son to get good grades”
Dr. Mikaiel: “Peace and prosperity around the
world, especially in the United States of
America”
Mrs. Mulligan: “To get to see my grandchildren, they live in Texas and to see my adult
children”
Mrs. Yatsenick: “A conference room and
snow”
Mr. Poulter: “That everyone has a safe, happy
and memorable holiday”
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE
Mrs. Fann-Pierce: “Good health for everyone”
Mrs. Langlais: “The true meaning of Christmas, faith and family, love would be the center
of our celebrations”
Mrs. Marcucio: “Everybody to be happy”
MATH DEPARTMENT
Mr. Diorio: “All my students are successful”
Mr. Balsamo: “The Miami Dolphins to win
the playoffs”
Mrs. Cutrali: “Rubber duckies and Dove
chocolate”
Ms. Deveau: “Penguins”
Mr. Edwards: “Peace and joy for all the world”
Mr. Flaherty: “A pink pony with pigtails”
Ms. Moffo: “World peace”
Mrs. Rothen: “I need a new George Forman
grill”
Ms. Scialla: “All my students to come to
school in dress code”
Mrs. Szwaba: “To have more time home with
the baby”
Mr. Cavallo: “A truck, a Silverado”
MULTI-MEDIA CENTER
Ms. Barrett: “Lots of snow for Christmas”
MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Mrs. Pape: “For everyone to enjoy their
holidays”
Mr. Knecht: “I’d like to have the Kennedy
High teachers make their own movie version of
the Hunger Games”
NURSE’S OFFICE
Mrs. Esposito: “A new knee”
Mrs. Owens: “For all the students of Kennedy
to have respect for themselves and for every
person that they come in contact with and I
wish them health and a good holiday”
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Ms. Cumbo: “A white Christmas”
Mr. Ferrare: “A new snow blower”
Ms. Highsmith: “Jimmy Choo shoes”
Mr. Stango: “For my 2014 volleyball seniors
to have one more year of eligibility”
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Mr.Cyr: “For the Badgers to win the big 10
championship in football”
Mr. Awwad: “Beats headphones”
Ms. Borges: “(I’m) undecided”

Ms. Conway: “For all my students to have a
wonderful break”
Mr. Del Debbio: “Playstation 4”
Mrs. Gaydosh: A peaceful and relaxing holiday
Mr. Giuditta: “A robotic snow blower”
Mr. Lafayette: “Peace, quiet, world harmony,
power mito box”
Mrs. Morris: “Students to follow procedures”
Ms. Velez: “That school wouldn’t be such
torture for students”
Mr. Walker: “Matching chairs; so every chair in
the classroom would match”
Mrs. White-Clark: “Another bagel”
Mrs. Wright: An enjoyable holiday season
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Ms. Capolupo: “Peace in Ferguson”
Mr. Feola: “That everyone watch the film ‘The
Age of Stupid’ because we’re living in it”
Mrs. Fitzpatrick: “A puppy and a window cut
out between room 214 and room 216”
Mrs. Harris: “To be on hall duty with Mr.
Mobilio”
Mrs. Hayes: “A big red box to put the fresh
girls in”
Mr. Mobilio: “The key to synchronicity”
Ms. Salcito: “A warm winter”
Mrs. Hermes: “Everybody in my class to get a
100”
Mr. Sarlo: “Pay off all my credit cards”
Mrs. Tuttle: “A new zombie apocalypse
escape vehicle”
Mrs. Rinaldi: “For all of my classes to behave
on the same day”
SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Mr. Phostole: “A new cage for my old English
bulldog”
Mrs. Berger: A peaceful, relaxing holiday
Mrs. Calabro: “Win the lottery”
Ms. Clark: “To win the lottery’
Mrs. Gagne-Grosso: “For everyone to enjoy
their holidays”
Ms. Gaynes: “Financially comfortable”
Ms. Grendzinski: Best wishes for a peaceful
and relaxing holiday
Mrs. Mead: “Happiness”
Mrs. Gomulinski: Good health
Ms. Hagley: For everyone to enjoy their
holidays
Mrs. Scrivano: “Spend time with children at
home”
PARAPROFESSIONALS
Mrs. Acosta: For everyone to enjoy their
holidays
Mrs. Boisvert: “No more fights at Kennedy”
Mrs. Cocchiola: “Gourmet kitchen and health
and happiness to all”
Mrs. Cosme: “To get out of school early. No
snow days!”
Mr. Curtain: For everyone to enjoy their
holidays
Mrs. Dejesus: “Students that are ready every
day to learn in a peaceful environment at
Kennedy”
Mrs. Finnelli: “Wishing everyone best of
peace, health and joy. Win a trip to Hawaii.”
Mr. Gray: Peace and happiness this season
Mrs. Hodges: “To be rich and extra sexy”
Mrs. Iaiennaro: A peaceful and relaxing holiday
season
Mrs. Rivera: “A computer”
Mrs. Samaha: A peaceful and relaxing holiday
Mrs. Seeley: “To have my family together”
Mrs. Vance: Happiness and peace
Mrs. Whidbey: “Good health”
SPECIALISTS
Ms. Crane: A safe, healthy, peaceful holiday
season

Mrs. Currier: “Peace and happiness”
Ms. Doyle: “Moved into my new house for
Christmas”
Mrs. Guglielmo: “Happiness, health and
success for all in the New Year”
Mrs. Sideravage: “A new set of Calaway
Hybrid golf clubs”
Mrs. Sarris: “World peace”
Mrs. Jacobson: “That my little boy is happy
and healthy”
Ms. Naughton: “A trip to Disney”
Mrs. Langdon: “To learn to play acoustic guitar
in the upcoming year”
Ms. Lopes: “A new apartment”
SUBSTANCE ABUSE EDUCATOR
Mrs. Mari: “A huge yoga room”
SUPPORT STAFF
Officer Todd: “Food processor and a smart
crock pot”
Mr. Cammelletti: “To retire”
Ms. George: “I want students to behave
better”
Mr. Krisavage: A lifetime supply of Eagle
Flyers and no more ‘bah, humbug’
Mr. Lawlor: A peaceful, relaxing holiday season
with family
Mr. Reidel: Dunkin Donuts coffee made to
order
TALENTED & GIFTED
Mr. Clark: “An Apple iWatch”
CAFETERIA
Mrs. Brites: For everyone to enjoy their
holidays
Mrs. Cortes: “Health”
Mrs. D’Aloia: An enjoyable holiday
Mrs. Daugerdas: “A healthy family and a big
bag of money”
Mrs. Destefano: “That everyone is safe and
happy”
Mrs. Dery: “I’m thankful for my grandson”
Mrs. Finnegan: A peaceful, relaxing holiday--at
Disney
Mrs. Marrone: Harmony
Mrs. Ramos: A stress-free holiday
Mrs. Rose: “I would like to have one million
dollars”
Mrs. Santos: Peace
Mrs. Vaitkus: Good health
Mrs. Yong: Relaxation
Mr. Wright: “Money”
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
Mr. Mancuso: “A larger classroom”
Mr. Arrindell: A wonderful retirement
Mr. Conway: “No snow days”
Mr. Danaher: “Merry Christmas to all”
Mr. Ludwig: “No snow days to get out early”
SECRETARIAL STAFF
Mrs. Feliciano: “For
people in Florida to be
able to feed the
homeless”
Mrs. Vazquez: “A
million dollars”
Ms. Wendy: “That
people will be able to
celebrate with family
and friends and that
nobody celebrates
alone”
Mrs. Rodriguez: “Go to
Atlantis”
Mrs. Hinton: Enjoy a
peaceful, relaxing
holiday
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Football website Cross country team hosts banquet
Members stay motivated, enjoy working together
boasts 40K views
By Fuka Reale and Ashley Lamb
Staff Writers

By Anthony Jamele and Brittney Coran
Staff Writers

It all started back in ’05.
Did you know your school has a football website? History teacher and varsity football head coach Mr. Sarlo created a website for the football team back in 2005 for support
and awareness that now has more than 40,000 views!
“It’s something I created back in ’05 when I became the
head coach,” said Sarlo.
The website, http://www.kennedyfootball.com, not only
features pictures and information about the team but also
schedules of practices and upcoming games plus memorials to former players.
“Yeah, I (have) known about the website since freshman
year,” said senior Elijah Benjamin. “During summer training, Coach mentioned it to the team so we know the schedule.”
Sarlo’s number one initiative for creating this site was to
bring support to the team, he said.
While juggling teaching his classes and coaching, Sarlo
even updates and pays for the website regularly.
“I do, I am the administrator,” Sarlo said. “I pay out of my
own pocket, there’s a yearly fee.”
Even though the team has a website, some players said
they seem to lean towards using the Facebook webpage.
“I don’t really use it that much. I use the Facebook page,”
said senior Nathaniel LaMadeline.
“The website is really important and helpful. However,
we also have a Facebook page. More of the players pay
attention to that. The coaches, players, and fans can post
something from a simple congratulations, to posting videos from our games,” said senior Devon Wilson.
Some students outside the football community were not
aware of the site.
“Honestly, I didn’t know anything about the football
team having their own website,” said senior Raven Saddler.
“Why no, I’ve never heard that they’ve had a website.
Has this been an ongoing thing?” said senior Alex Charles.
“Yeah, but I never looked at it,” said sophomore Reese
Coran.
The website can be also found on the school website for
Waterbury under Kennedy and sports. As of Saturday, Dec.
13 the website listed 40,244 hits or views.

76ers finally win
after 17 losses so far
By Malieke Zimmerman
Staff Writers

The 18th try.
This is how many times
it took for the Philadelphia
76ers to come away with
their first victory of the 20142015 National Basketball
Association season, beating
the
Minnesota
Timberwolves
85-77
Wednesday night Dec. 3,
2014.

“I don’t see a miracle run
happening because they
have no playmakers,” said
senior Xavier Saunders.
Star player Michael Cater-Williams described the
victory by saying, “It’s a
happy feeling and a big relief,”
according
to
NBA.com.
With this win over the
Timberwolves the 76ers
avoid starting the season
with a record of 0-18. This
would have tied the record

for most losses to start a season held by the New Jersey
Nets, who have since relocated to Brooklyn.
“We feel like this validates the work that they’ve
put in and I have a tremendous amount of respect that
they never once quit on
themselves,” said 76ers
head coach Brett Brown, according to NBA.com.
In the victory, the 76ers
were lead by strong performances from point guard
Cater-Williams who had 20
points, nine rebounds and
nine assists and also from
forward Robert Covington
who added in 17 points.
However, sports analysis
and basketball fans find it
highly unlikely that the 76ers
could turn their season
around with some kind of
miracle run.
“I see them only getting
15 wins for the season,” said
senior Brandon Coleman.

Cheering, clapping, congratulations, and medals.
This is what occurred at
the annual cross country
banquet, held by team members and their coach, special
education teacher Ms.
Gaynes, to celebrate the end
of the season and to honor
members with awards in the
cafe Monday evening Dec.
1, 2014.
“I will miss the other girls,
I will miss leading them, encouraging them, and making
them better runners,” said
Caity Silva, who is a senior
and captain of the girl’s cross
country team.
At the banquet, the team
enjoyed a pasta dinner made
and served by a few family
volunteers, and then the
team captains and other seniors made memorable
speeches.

“I’m going to miss making life long friends,” said
senior Robbie Black.
Senior Grant Stuart, a
team captain, said what he
is going to miss the most are
the nicknames the boys’
team had for one another like
Gumby, Sarge, Little Bill,
Juice and many more.
“I want them to do their
best and always expect the
highest from themselves
and the team,” said senior
William Ducham, boys’ team
captain.
The coach wanted to celebrate the overall achievement of the team and continue the tradition of the
banquet from the past three
years.
“Like what the captains
(said) in their speech, in the
beginning it was uncertain
but as the year progressed,

the team got better,” Gaynes
said.
Senior Christi Ollero, a
captain for the girls’ team
said cross country has affected her life because she
met her best friend, Caity,
and it gave her something
active to do.
“My time for running has
gotten a lot better. Not only
that but my motivation for
the sport. I am going to miss
the sport itself and also the
friends you make on the
team,” said Ollero.
The banquet wasn’t all
about the seniors, but it also
shined the light on the underclassmen and varsity
runners who received medals and pins of recognition.
“I want to be like the seniors and motivate others
who join the team in the future,” said Syrenitee Kee, a

NFL fans prepare for playoffs Jan. 3
By Francis Forino
Staff Writer

17 weeks long, but not long enough.
As the National Football League season winds down to
the end of the regular season, it’s time to take out the fan
gear and get ready for the playoffs. The season will be
missed for the great one it has been, including amazing
catches, game changing plays, and some of the best games
played.
“The season always seems to go by fast for me,” said
senior Kevin LaBrecque who is a fan of the San Francisco
49ers.
The season started Sept. 4, 2014 when the defending
Super Bowl champions Seattle Seahawks took on the Green

Bay Packers and won 36-16
“Feels like the season started yesterday,” said senior
Sergio Oliveira, supporter of the Indianapolis Colts.
The regular season ends Sunday Dec. 28, 2014 and playoffs start Saturday, Jan. 3, 2015.
“The division races have been great, especially in the
AFC North, NFC West and NFC East,” said LaBrecque
Although the season is coming to an end, no one can
complain about the excitement and action that’s happened
this year.
With the playoffs among us the divisional races heat up
with teams trying to get first or a wildcard spot in their
division to make the playoffs, some may come down to the
final game of the season and then it’s off to a much unpredictable playoff.

Rebounding from greatness: UConn?
After winning men’s championship, what will Ollie do?
COMMENTARY
By Damian Luciano
Staff Writer

No pressure, right?
Storrs, Conn. is home to
the defending men’s basketball National Champion
UConn Huskies who, after
last season’s miracle run,
have a lot to live up to in the
2015 season.
“It’s not about who’s the
most talented, it’s about who
works the best together as a
team,” said senior Tyler
Gonzalez, about the UConn
men’s basketball teams’ past
success.
UConn’s run to a title in
2014 was anything but expected. They were doubted,
beaten down, denied opportunities, and faced with more
controversy than any other
team that had ever made it
to the national champion-

ship game before. Yet, none
of that mattered, for when
the clock struck zero in the
final game of the season, not
one team stood taller than
the ‘Hungry Huskies.’
“I was all smiles; it was
great to see them go against
all the odds and prove the
doubters wrong,” Gonzalez
said.
Senior Brandon Coleman
said, “I was just glad to see
them win and beat all the
hype.”
What will always be remembered are the great moments from that season on
the court. What is more
likely to go unnoticed is the
success of now third year
head coach Kevin Ollie.
Joining the team in 2011,
he began as an assistant,
then after Hall of Fame head
coach Jim Calhoun retired in

“

UConn’s run to
a title in 2014
was anything
but expected.
They were
doubted, beaten
down, denied
opportunities,
and faced with
more controversy
than any other
team that had
ever made it to
the national
championship
game before.

”

Boys’ volleyball could join Spring 2015 sports lineup
By Riya Patel and Nikola Tili
Staff Writers

The cheering of crowds, and another win for the team: the girls’
volleyball team gets the glory but
wouldn’t it be nice if the boys got
that cheer for the same sport as
well?
A boys’ volleyball team may be
forming in Spring of 2015 accord-

junior varsity freshman runner of the girls’ team.
Kee said running has increased her confidence and
motivated her to become
even better, although at first
she thought it was going to
be an easy sport.
“One challenge I faced
was that all of my friends
were placed on the varsity
team, while I was on the junior varsity team. They helped
motivate me to finish running and try my best,” said
Kee.
The entire team was proud
of themselves and their teammates for all they have
achieved throughout the
year and the awards they
have won.
In his very last speech
Ducham said, “We’re a great
family, great runners, great
teammates.”

ing to announcements, since some
boys seem to want to play, which
will most likely be organized by
athletic director Mr. Rossi.
“I think it is a great sport because it represents physical as well
as excellent aerobic exercises,” said
science department chair and
teacher Mr. Cyr, a former All-American athlete.
Other schools and colleges have

boys’ volleyball teams so why
can’t Kennedy have its own, too?
Even though Cyr said he’d like
a boys team, he said it’s not unfair
the boys don’t have their own
team because girls don’t have their
own football team.
Plus, this sport is supposedly
popular on the west coast, so if any
boys will be going to any schools
on that coast, they will be able to

play volleyball.
Principal Mr. Johnston has
heard about this and said it will
probably be a co-op team with
Wilby High School.
Although he doesn’t know
much about it yet he said, “It would
be neat to offer another sport in
the spring season.”
It’s hard to say if there actually
will be a team, all it really depends

2012, Ollie was named the
new head coach in 2013.
Now replacing an all-time
great coach is no easy task
but what made it even worse
was that due to allegations
against an earlier UConn
men’s team, the team was
banned from any post-season activities for the 2013
season.
Somehow Ollie still found
a way to inspire the team
enough to finish the season
20-10 with nothing to play
for but each other.
Then he followed that up
with a run for the ages this
past season in 2014 which
leaves him with an unblem-

ished record in the post-season as a head coach after
just his first crack at it, which
is unheard of.

on is how many boys want to play.
Physical education teacher and
girls’ volleyball coach Mr. Stango
said for there to be a boys’ volleyball team there has to be another
girls’ team. There has to be an even
amount of girls’ and boys’ teams.
So, if there is a boys’ volleyball
team they’d have to make another
sport for the girls or essentially
have equal opportunities, according to Stango. But if it is to form,
then even seniors will be allowed
to play although it’s their last year.

Sports
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Farewell pep rally (for 2014)
By Amber Hilario and Samuel Lopez
Staff Writers

Photo compiled by Tayah Farrow/staff

RAISING FUNDS Girls’ basketball players who participated in the recent Buffalo Wild Wings
fundraiser are (left to right): freshman Syrenitee Kee, sophomore Raegon Davis, freshmen Evelyn
Lopez and Savannah Maclver, sophomore Joyce Benton, and senior Sydney Delgado.

A tradition put on hold.
The traditional pep rally the last day of
school before the Thanksgiving Day football game was cancelled due to snow storm
Ariana. Before the school day ended Tuesday Nov. 26, 2014 the Board of Education
made their final decision about no school for
Wednesday, Nov. 27.
“I’m sad, it’s a tradition,” said social studies teacher Ms. Capolupo.
Some students and staff are used to events
being cancelled like Halloween in 2011 and
2012 due to snow storms but the pep rally is
just something that doesn’t get cancelled.
Many students were expecting a quick rescheduling but unfortunately “no, fall sports
are over,” said principal Mr. Johnston, who is
the one in charge of deciding.
It might seem like one can pick just any
day to run a pep rally but Johnston wants to
plan a pep rally “without causing major conflicts with schedule,” said math teacher Mr.
Flaherty, who was also involved.
“It’s one thing saying and thinking it’s a
good idea and then fitting it into the schedule,” said Johnston.
On the day of the pep rally several events
were scheduled like “we were gonna film for
the senior video” said Mr.Clark, teacher of
the talented and gifted, but “all the stuff that

was purchased for the pep rally won’t go to
waste; it will be saved for future pep rallies.”
The cancellation not only affected teachers with scheduling but students as well.
“We were all excited and everybody had
been practicing for certain things. Plus we all
paid money to see the teachers get hit with
pies,” said senior Dionna Nixon.
Although some think school should have
not have been cancelled like Nixon who said,
“we still should have had school because
there was literally no snow on the ground the
next day,” science teacher Mrs. White-Clark
said, “It was a good call to cancel school.
There was enough snow on the ground.”
“It looked like it was going to be great,”
said Capolupo of the pep rally.
Johnston said, “I like the idea of having a
fall, winter and spring pep rally.”
What about the sports teams who were
going to be introduced, and the activities like
students paying to “pie” teachers and staff?
“P.A.S.S. and spirit squad work together
to build school spirit,” said White-Clark.
Students are hopeful when the next pep
rally comes around they can raise school
spirit all over again, considering how upset
some students and athletes were.
So even though “the whole school was
looking forward to it,” said White-Clark, the
school is still in anticipation for the first pep
rally of 2014-2015 with no set date.

Girls basketball starts season
with optimism, fundraisers Team surprises Sarlo with gift
By Brittney Coran and Tayah Farrow

By Tashira Santiago

Staff Writer

“I’m ready to give my all
this season, every practice,
every game, on and off the
court,” said senior Sydney
Delgado, a member of the
girls’ varsity basketball
team, regarding her motives
for this upcoming season.
The team started their
season the week of Nov. 24,
2014, as the time for winter
sports has approached. Tryouts, games and scrimmages
will take place at Kennedy
and other Waterbury sites
through February 2015
along with several team
fundraisers plus a focus on
their health and academics.
“I’m very excited for this
season, not only because it
is the last of my high school
career, but because I will finally have the chance to play
varsity,” said senior Emoni
Covington, a four-year member of the team.
The girls have positive
mindsets for this basketball
season, they said.
“I just wanna work hard
and play my heart out if I get
the chance,” said junior
Emily Ramos, who played
freshman year, and is trying
out for the team again.
Sophomore Raegon
Davis carries the same determination.
“I’ll put in even more work
this season, just to get better,” said Davis, a two-year
member.
Having a successful
season comes from having
effective practices and training, and most importantly,
effort from the team as a
whole.
“We work harder as a
team and do more workouts
that get everyone involved,”
said Delgado. “Our practices

this year are so much better
than last year.”
The players’ diets are another key factor to success.
“I drink more water, more
smoothie drinks, and I try to
take in way more calories
than usual because I burn so
many daily,” said junior
Lynadia Whiting, three-year
point guard for the team.
Junior Jaedy Perez strives
to stay on the healthy track
as well.
“I try to eat healthier to
make sure I have enough
energy to make it through
practice,” said Perez.
For any high school athlete, a student must maintain
his or her grades to receive
the privilege of playing for a
team. These girls strive for
excellence in their school
work, they said.
“Honestly, being on the
team really doesn’t affect my
grades, it actually kind of
motivates me to do better to
stay on the team,” said
Covington.
For these girls, basketball
doesn’t seem to interfere
with their academics.
“I’ll still have time to do
homework and school work,
so it wouldn’t affect my
grades,” said Davis.
Some students are involved in more than one
sport. How much does it affect them while making them
more diverse?
“It doesn’t really affect
me,” said sophomore Joyce
Benton, who plays both volleyball and basketball.
“It definitely shows a difference physically, because
there’s a lot more running
involved in basketball, but
other than that, no,” she said
comparing it to volleyball.
Another important aspect

is fundraising.
“Fundraising helps our
team to get more equipment,” said Delgado.
Fundraising for the
team appears to be successful thus far.
“It’s going great, we
had
a
couple
of
fundraisers
already.
Wendy’s, which we raised
a little more than $250, and
Buffalo Wild Wings,
which we made around
$120,”
said
Logan
Bandelloni. “We have upcoming fundraisers at
Jake’s Wayback Burgers
and Friendly’s.”
Some students engage
in sports just for an after
school activity, but for
some of these girls, it’s
more than just that.
“Honestly, I’ll go as far
as I can with it,” said
Covington, regarding carrying basketball into her
future. “It was always a
dream for me as a kid, regardless of how many
times I’ve given up on that
dream.”
Perez felt the same.
“I would love to play
professionally. It’s a dream
I’ve had since I was
young,” she said.
Delgado shares the
same love for the game.
“To keep my passion
for the game alive, I want
to go to school to become
an athletic trainer and
someday work in the
NBA,” said Delgado.
20 games and three
scrimmages are in store for
these athletes.
“I’m excited to be back
on the court with my family doing what we all have
a passion for, playing
ball,” said Delgado.

SPEECHLESS Varsity football coach Mr. Sarlo receives a gift from his team.

Staff Writer

A frame almost as big as the
admiration football players have
toward their head
coach Mr. Christopher Sarlo.
The team gave
Sarlo, a history
teacher, a framed
photo of his
mother,
who
passed away in
July, after their 5520 victory against
Crosby Nov. 28, 2014 at Municipal Stadium.
The frame featured all the players’ signatures.
“He was overwhelmed with happiness, he
looked really happy,” said senior Juan Torres.
Others witnessing this would agree it was
a remarkable interaction of a coach and team.
“I just broke down. I had no words. I was
speechless,” said Sarlo.
Not only was this something special for
Sarlo, but it was something done to honor
his mother who truly was Kennedy’s “number one fan,” he said.
“I just thought it was an amazing thing we
did for Sarlo. Since the beginning of the season he said his mom was watching over us.
She loved the Eagles,” said senior Tyler
Saunders. “It was a good way to end the season.”
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Sarlo described his mother as someone who
loved to live life as much as she loved the
boys.
“She never knew any of the kids by name
yet she considered them her sons too,” he
said.
Sarlo’s fondness for the team as well as
dedication has motivated players, they said.
“He’s great, great coach. He teaches us
team commitment and hard work. That’s his
motto, it’s like he lives by that,” said junior
Josh Rivera, who was inspired with the idea.
So was it a surprise?
“It was totally unexpected. They gave me
a dozen yellow roses which were my mom’s
favorite,” Sarlo said. “I was surprised, but not
surprised because I have a good group of
kids.”

Football keeps 4-year win streak
By J. Galante, Staff Writer

5-6.
That is the varsity football team’s record after their 55-20 victory in the season’s final game
of the season against Crosby Friday Nov. 28, 2014 at Waterbury’s Municipal Stadium after
the game was moved from Thanksgiving Day due to a snow day Wednesday, Nov. 25.
The Eagles played well on both sides of the ball. The Eagles’ defense held Crosby to 294
total yards, a week after Crosby had 428 yards in rushing alone. On the other side of the ball
Kennedy’s backfield ran for eight touchdowns behind the blocking from the offensive line.
After the game, the team presented head coach and history teacher Mr. Christopher Sarlo
a picture frame signed by all the players, which held a picture of his mother, who passed away
earlier this year. To share the moment, Sarlo had his son Dante and father meet him on field.
The victory continued Kennedy’s Thanksgiving Day win streak to four years in a row.
Along with that, the team’s 17 seniors: Stanley Little, Imar Trammell, Joe Galante, Will
Stevenson, Eli Benjamin, John Hinrichs, Justin Jones, Juan Torres, Homer Beavers, Jake
D’Alusio, Austin Zerilli, Nate Lamadeleine, Pat Luzio, Tom Ouellette, Devon Wilson, Tyler
Saunders, and Mike Mascolo, are leaving behind a tradition of hardwork, commitment, and a
family-atmosphere the program plans to carry into next season.

