CARRINGTON
November 2019

Principal: Karen Renna
Vice Prinicpal: Kristen Gwiazdoski

IMPORTANT DATES
All Fridays are Fitness Friday!

11/14 - PTO Meeting at 5:30
11/21 - Turkey Shoot
11/26 - Picture Retake
11/27 - Half Day
11/28 & 11/29 - Thanksgiving Recess
12/3 - STEM Night from 6-7 PM

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Principal: Karen Renna
Vice Prinicpal: Kristen Gwiazdoski

One of our school goals this year is provide helpful
comments for your child on homework, classwork, and
tests. Teachers will also provide current grades on
PowerSchool for you to monitor your child’s academic
standing. We encourage meetings and communication
with your child’s classroom teacher on a regular basis.
Working together increases student achievement. Our
teachers would be happy to clarify any questions you
may have about what your child is learning in school and
how to best support them at home. We do ask that you
please provide your child’s teacher with 24 hour
advance notice when wanting to meet with them.
Report cards will be sent home the week of November
11th. Please make note that open house will be held on
December 11, 2019 from 5:00-7:00. With Thanksgiving
approaching this month, it is no better time to say that
we are so grateful and thankful to all our parents and
guardians that love and support our Carrington
students, teachers and staff every day.
Best,
Karen Renna, Principal
Kristen Gwiazdoski, Vice Principal

PRE- K

Mrs. Mauceri and Mrs. Promotico

This month, we will finish our unit of study on
Balls! We explored the various sizes, textures,
weight and purpose for a variety of balls and
sphere-shaped objects. We will also explore a ministudy on family traditions for Thanksgiving and talk
about what it means to be thankful. We may even
have an opportunity to taste some traditional
Thanksgiving foods! Additionally, we are continuing
to explore the alphabet and the boys and girls love
sharing their items brought in from home for our
“Letter Bags”! We are getting good at giving clues
and guessing what is inside. December will be upon
us before we know it, we will begin a unit study
about Trees and explore many different holidays
and cultural celebrations. More details to follow…
Field Trips: We will be going on our next Field Trip
on November 7th to Indian Rock Nature Preserve in
Bristol. The children will be able to Observe
firsthand the various foods, gathered and cultivated,
by the Native Americans. Learn how different foods
were prepared and stored. Students will try grinding
corn and sample a variety of native foods. Enjoy
this beautiful season of Autumn with your children.
Reminders:
November 7 – Indian Rock Field Trip
November 22 – Happy Heart Puppet Show
November 27 – 11:50 Dismissal for Thanksgiving
Recess

KINDERGARTEN
Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Riggi

Reading / Language Arts:
Our Kindergarten students are learning about the sounds of letter
patterns and using letter patterns to write new words, read new
words and rhyme new words like hat & sat ,ran & fan. Kindergarten
students are reading all about the different places we go and the
sounds and sights heard and viewed in specific places.
Math:
Kindergarten students are working to correctly represent an
amount with the correct written number.Students are also adding
“partners” to get a “total” in a math equation.

FIRST GRADE
Mrs. Weed and Mrs. Varholak

First Grade Students went on a field trip on November 1st to
SeaQuest in Trumbull. They were able to hand feed different types
of fish and stingrays! They were able to touch sand sharks, snakes
and meet many different types of
animals.
Reading/language Arts – In FUNdations students are being
introduced to “bonus letters” and “glued sounds”. They are tapping,
reading, and writing words and sentences. In Wonders, students are
focusing on learning new high frequency and oral vocabulary
words. They are also describing characters, setting and events in a
story. They are also focusing on retelling stories.
Math- Students are creating tables and charts with up to three
categories to represent and interpret data. They are also making a
ten using unfix cubes, number bonds, pictorial representations and
a ten frame. They will move onto adding and subtracting within 20.

SECOND GRADE
Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Boivin

Second grade has done a good job adjusting to their new routines and
expectations. We are continuing to work on meeting expectations in all
areas of the building and at recess.
We are continuing or Engineering unit in Science.
We’ve begun exploring Wonders in language arts. In Unit 2, we are
continuing to focus on asking and answering questions about key
details in a text to better understand what we are reading.
We have begun representing 3-digit numbers based on place value
with manipulatives and numerals. We are also learning how to
decompose our 3-digit numbers into expanded form (345 = 300 + 40 +
5). We have been working on 3 Act Tasks. These tasks allow students
to think more critically when it comes to math. Students will begin
learning about time to the hour, half-hour, quarter hour, and 5
minutes. Second graders continue their excitement about i-Ready!
Students are required to have 45 minutes of i-Ready computer-based
instruction weekly.
Our first marking period has come to a close. Report cards will be
going home mid-November.
We believe that reading nightly allows the students to practice the
skills we learn at school as well as become exposed to so many new
words! Practicing
reading makes us better readers! Happy reading! We would like to
encourage each family to practice partners of ten or twenty nightly!
Please initial your child’s Homework & Peak chart nightly as well as
log into ClassDojo to see how your child’s day went and if there are
any new announcements that have been posted.

THIRD GRADE
Mr. Gagnon and Mrs. Ciccone

In the month of November third graders will be
discussing topics such as government, survival, and
animal adaptations within our literacy program. We
will begin Unit 5 of Fundations, where students will
learn the “schwa” sound and its application to
spelling and reading. In math, students will begin
discussing and solving two step word problems and
will explore the concept of area and relate it to
multiplication. Students will be expected to continue
working on their mastery of the times tables.

FOURTH GRADE
Ms. Hanley and Ms. Johnson

Hello readers! It’s hard to believe that we’re already in the
second marking period of the year! In math, we are
currently working on multiplying and dividing whole
numbers. Please encourage your child to study their basic
facts daily. In reading, our fluency goal is to be able to
read 121 words in a minute. We encourage having your
child read for 20-25 minutes per night to help them reach
their fluency goal! In addition to that, the skills we are
focusing on include: theme, main idea, key details, and
summarizing. We are also learning about how living and
nonliving things work together in an ecosystem; which
directly relates to our next science unit: energy! We will
be discussing energy and matter in different ecosystems.
We’d also like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!

FIFTH GRADE
Mr. Carosella and Mr. Mollengarden

This month in fifth grade students will continue to
read stories related to the following big idea: What
does it take to put a plain into action? Students will
read a variety of genres including folktales,
biographies, and narratives while exploring the big
idea. We will continue to discover different types of
nouns and how they are used in a variety of ways.
Please remember that each student should be reading
for 20 minutes every night, and has a response
journal due weekly. This month in mathematics,
students will explore multiplication and division for
the first time this year. Students will be multiplying
fractions by whole numbers and fractions by
fractions. Students will solve using pictorial
representations. Also, students will be dividing unit
fractions by non-zero whole numbers using pictorial
representations.

SIXTH GRADE

Mrs. Toma
Language Arts / Reading

We are beginning Unit 2 of the
Study Sync program which is
titled Ancient Realms. In this
unit, students will explore how
history informs us from a
variety of perspectives,
through fiction, myths, nonfiction narratives, and poetry.
We will be working on the
following reading skills for the
month: informational text
elements, central or main idea,
arguments and claims, theme,
textual evidence, figurative
language, and point of view.
For Language skills we will be
focusing on using commas in
writing, avoiding vague
pronouns, reflexive and
intensive pronouns, and
pronoun agreement. Students
will continue spending time at
home and in school answering
constructed responses using
the RACE acronym. Please ask
your children what those steps
are and ensure they are using
that format to complete
written responses at home.
Students will continue their
reading logs where they are
required to read 20 minutes
each night and submit them to
me every Friday. If you have
any questions or concerns,
please reach out to me via
email, phone, or remind app.

Mr. Brault
Mathematics

Upcoming Math in Grade 6:
Throughout November
students will be learning
about fractions, decimals,
and whole numbers.
Students will learn how to
divide fractions and
decimals. They will create
models/drawings to make a
rather abstract concept a
little more concrete and
easier to understand.
Students will also be working
with the standard algorithm
for division. That means
they will be learning how to
do long division the “old”
way. This will be done with
both whole number and
decimal dividends and
divisors. They will also be
focusing on adding,
subtracting, and multiplying
with decimals. Students will
spend some time
investigating multiples and
factors of numbers. We will
be delving into positive and
negative numbers on number
lines and the impact a
positive or negative has on
location in the coordinate
plane.

SEVENTH GRADE
Mr. Thomas
Social Studies

Mrs. Brotman
Language Arts

Students will finish
studying the foundations of
geography and begin to
study North America.

Students are finishing up their
informational writing piece for
Unit 1 at the start of November.
We are using a combination of
research and texts we have read in
class as evidence to answer the
question, "What drives us to
Mrs. Ford
undertake a mission?" We are
Science
focusing on essay format,
Marks closed on October 31st. The
structure, and incorporating
students are beginning a unit on
evidence to support our claims.
reproduction and heredity.
We will begin Unit 2, "The Powers
That Be" this month. Our writing
will focus on narratives, and by
Mrs. Sarlo
the end of the unit, students will
Reading
create their own dystopian
7th graders are
narratives!
working on figurative
language and theme.
All of the activities
are in our online
Study Sync program.
We also have also
been working on
vocabulary for each
story
Mr. Hernandez
Mathematics

Module Title:
Ratio and Proportional Relationships
Conceptual Lens: Comparisons and Predictions Unit Overview:
The sneakers you want to buy cost $50 and are on sale for 20% off.
How much will you pay? This is a question that can be answered
using proportional relationships.
In this unit we will investigate how to solve problems involving
topics such as sale prices, blueprints, maps, recipes, tax and much
more.

EIGHTH GRADE
Mr. Thomas
Social Studies

Mrs. Sarlo
Reading

Students will study the expansion
Students have been working on
of the 13 Colonies, the outcome of
plot. All of the activities are in
the French and Indian War, and
our online Study Sync program.
the precursors to the American
We also have also been working
Revolution. The students will
on vocabulary for each story.
tackle the big idea questions of
how do new ideas influence the
Mrs. Brotman
way people live? And why does
Language Arts
conflict develop? We will try to
In November, students are
connect those answers to current
wrapping up Unit 1 in StudySync.
events taking place around the
We are finishing our suspenseful
present day United States.
narratives, and are incorporating
all of the skills that we have
learned in this unit. By the middle
Mrs. Ford
of November, we will begin Unit
Science
2. The theme for Unit 2 is "In
Marks closed on October
Time of War." Our writing will
31st. The students are
focus on argumentative skills, and
beginning a unit on waves.
we will plan a debate!
Mr. Hernandez
Mathematics

Module Title: Functions
Conceptual Lens: Function Relationships
Unit Overview: Algebra allows us to find patterns in
calculations and number relationships and use them to
predict solutions to an infinite amount of situations in
real-life. A function is a specific type of equation that
relates how one amount affects another. For example, your
paycheck is affected by the number of hours worked or
distance traveled is affected by speed or time. Once we
know how these amounts are related mathematically, we
can predict outcomes for any value.

ESSENTIAL SKILLS

Mrs. Barbosa
Primary Essential Skills
This month in Essential Skills
we will be learning about
Turkeys, Pilgrims and
Thanksgiving. We are working
on big and small, identifying
more animals and talking
about being Thankful. Our
shape of the month is Oval
and the Color of the month is
Brown. The Number of the
month is 2. We are working
very hard on our individual
objectives.

Mrs. McCulloch
Secondary Essential Skills
In November students in the secondary essential skills
class will be learning the following.Colors: yellow /
brown ; Shape : star; Numbers : 3, 11; Texture : rough ;
Position: up/down ; Animal : Turkey ; Feeling :
sadThey will learn about personal self-care (washing
hands and face, dressing and undressing themselves).
They will continue to explore items with different size
(large/small), shape and colors, different sounds,
different taste, scents, and textures.They will learn about
Thanksgiving, Indians and PilgrimsThey will learn about
time: This includes calendar skills, holidays, seasons.
Visual schedules, AM versus PM, Various times of the
day and activities associated with them (ie: morninggetting up, Noon- lunch, evening- bedtime etc.) In
addition to these, the students will continue to work on
their IEP goals and objectives developed at their PPTs.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Carolyn Cancellaro
Kathy Delaney
Elementary
Special Education
Our students continue
to work on improving
their math fluency in
addition, subtraction
and multiplication so
they feel confident
when they are
completing math lessons
and activities. The
students enjoy the
following sites and can
practice at home by
downloading:
Mathplaygound.com,
Splashmath.com and
Timestable.com

Mrs. Guisti
Middle School
Special Education
The middle school
students are still working
and making progress with
improving their multisyllabic word decoding
skills and reading
comprehension skills. We
will be focusing on
writing this coming
marking period; writing a
paragraph, citing text
evidence, and writing an
essay. In Math, the
students are continuing to
improve fact fluency,
solve multi-step word
problems with integers,
and beginning to solve
linear equations.

Miss Geary
Speech-Language Pathologist
Students receiving speech and language continue to develop
seasonal, topic-based vocabulary knowledge. Activities
include identifying,labeling, sorting, and demonstrating
understanding of synonyms and antonyms. Students across
grade level completed activities on Quizlet to learn new
vocabulary terms. Middle school students are working on
various steps of the writing process, including planning,
typing paragraphs, and editing written work. Visual cues,
including editing checklists, are utilized

SPECIALS

Mrs. Doolan
Music
The children are working hard in music class
learning many new songs. Some songs we have
learned are: Hurray I Like it Here, Put Your
Finger in the Air, ABC Rock, Let’w Go Fly a
Kite, Frogs (China), It’s a Small World, Boil
Them Cabbage, Take me Out to the Ball Game,
Do Wa Diddy, Yellow Rose of Texas, Cuckoo,
Tzena, Something About a Song, Children Safe
and Strong. We also learned about sounds
around us and compared them to music. (high,
low, long, short) and we also studied Tempos,
fast and slow and Meter in 2 and 3. We are
beginning to study our songs for the Holiday
Concert which will be in December for Grades,
K-5 and Chorus.

Library
Ms. Calabro
November is off to a great start! Students in PreK,
Kindergarten, and First grade are learning and
reading about Turkeys.
Grades second through fifth just wrapped up
reviewing fiction and non-fiction. The middle
school students are conducting research and
creating brochures!

RELATED
SERVICE
PERSONNEL
Mrs. Madera
ESL
Hello November! We
are adjusting to the the
cooler temperatures
and enjoying the
beauty of fall!
Students are taking
Unit 1 tests online for
the the Wonders
Reading Program. We
are practicing
listening, reading,
writing, and speaking
using the chrome
books. This will help
prepare us for the
State Mandated LAS
testing in January.
Have a great
Thanksgiving Day with
your loved ones!

The Reading Department
Mrs. Thompson
Mrs. Cavanaugh
All students are currently
being seen for small
group instruction based
on their instructional
focus. Your child’s
academic performance is
also being progress
monitored on a monthly
basis in order to provide
his/her teacher with data
to support both strengths
and weaknesses in your
child’s performance.
Please contact Mrs.
Thompson or Mrs.
Cavanaugh if you have
any questions or
concerns. Remember…
READ, READ, READ!

