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Joan Dooling, a fifth grade teacher at Rotella Interdistrict Magnet School, has been named
the Magnet Schools of America Teacher of the Year at a ceremony in Tampa, Florida during MSA’s annual national conference. Earlier this year she had been named Region I
Teacher of the Year by the same group.
This award comes following numerous other recognitions of her teaching skills. In May
of 2007, Joan was selected to be the Waterbury Teacher of the Year from among a strong
group of teacher candidates. In writing to recommend her to the State Teacher of the
Year Program in August 2007, School Superintendent David L. Snead, Ph.D. said: “Joan
examplifies what it is like to be a dedicated professional. Throughout her teaching career,
she has consistently given one thousand percent of herself in every aspect of school life.
She is the living embodiment of the Rotella school mission: to provide all children with a
challenging, comprehensive academic program infused with instruction that incorporates
the arts. Her classic, child-centered teaching style effortlessly blends her expertise in the
arts with the rigorous 5th grade curriculum. Joan Dooling represents the best qualities of
Waterbury teachers.”
The Magnet Schools of America has also established the Magnet Schools of Merit Award
to recognize the top magnet schools in the United States. The Magnet Schools of Merit
Award recognizes magnet schools that show a commitment to high academic standards,
continued on page 3
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Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest winners were honored at a luncheon
meeting of the Waterbury chapter recently. Mike Granatuk,, local chairman, posed with
Korrine McGillan, Waterbury Arts Magnet School 7th grader; Natalie Resto, West Side
Middle School 6th grader; Lions Club member Barbara Davitt; Wallace Middle School art
teacher Marnie Carpiella, representing eighth grader Farva Asharf; and North End Middle
School art teacher June Kozloski, representing 7th grader Lillian Sanchez. The four winning students each received certificates and a savings bond. This year’s theme was
“Vision of Peace.”

Congratulations go out to Bucks Hill Elementary
for taking third place in this year's annual "Art In
The Park" competition at Quassy Amusement Park
in Middlebury. Twenty teams were entered – mak‐
ing it a spirited experience for dozens of students
from around the area.

Students Win Essay Contest
MIDDLEBURY, Conn. – Dozens of students from throughout
the state wrote essays explaining why their mothers should be
named “2010 Mother Of The Year” in Quassy Amusement
Park’s annual Mother’s Day Essay Contest.
“As always, all of the students did an outstanding job and are to
be congratulated for their efforts,” noted Quassy co-owner
George Frantzis II. “We read every entry and selected numerous
essays for a second read before choosing the winners.”
The 2010 Mother’s Day Essay Contest winners from
Waterbury are:
Bunker Hill Elementary, Waterbury: Jose Lopez, Melissa Raymond,
Fathers, mothers, grandparents, students, teachers, community leaders, and others within the
Waterbury communities joined together for a Community Conversation about a father's role in their
child's education on Saturday, April 24 at the Waterbury Arts Magnet School. The community event
featured a free continental breakfast, hot lunch, parking, and supervised activities for children (ages 3
to 10) for participants. The event was coordinated by New Opportunities, and sponsored by the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund.
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Staff Honors, Activities
The annual Data Fair Conference held recently included
presentations by Waterbury staff:
= Susie DaSIlva, Jackie Gilmore and Pam Barker-Jone
presented “Professional Learning Communities ..the
Waterbury Journey”
= Anne Marie Cullinan and Judge Thomas Brunnock presented on the Waterbury Truancy Clinic
= Mike LoRusso served on a Panel of principals from
our Demo Schools

The Generali Foundation treated several elementary
classrooms to the Velveteen Rabbit at Seven Angels
Theater and provided the story books for each classroom.

Please check out page 6 for a tribute to
our retirees and page 10 for information
on our Teachers of the Year!
Congratulations to all!

As noted in a previous issue, The Connecticut
Association of Schools named North End Middle
School Vice Principal Jackie Gilmore as its 2010
Assistant Principal of the Year.
Jackie is the Gold House Principal at North End.

Joan Dooling Receives National Award, continued from page 1

curriculum innovation, successful desegregation/diversity efforts, and the consistent delivery of quality services to all
school stakeholders. The top category, awarded to a group of
select magnet schools, is the Magnet School of Excellence
Award. The second category of awards is the Magnet School
of Distinction Award. Schools recognized must be members
of Magnet Schools of America and must submit an application
that is scored by a panel of educators. Over the past several
years, all three Waterbury magnet schools have received recognition as part of this program.
This year, the Rotella Magnet School received the Magnet
Schools of Excellence Award, while the Waterbury Arts Magnet School received a Magnet Schools of Distinction Award.
In 2007 Rotella was awarded the Dr. Ronald P. Simpson Distinguished Merit Award by the Magnet Schools of America. This is
the top award for magnet schools in the nation and is given to
only one school each year from among those named Schools of
Excellence.
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Superintendent’s Student Recognition Awards
Students from across the district were honored May 6 for their contributions to their school
community and for their student leadership, as well as for their academic achievements. Two pre
-school students received Bright Futures Awards, while 54 students, including one representing
Waterbury Adult Education, received Certificates of Excellence. Each of the students had been
identified by their schools as having demonstrated exemplary behavior and service to their
schools and the community.
At the same ceremony, representatives from the Connecticut Association of Schools presented
Waterbury Regional Children’s Probate Court Judge Thomas Brunnock with the 2010 Distinguished Friend of Education Award. Judge Brunnock was honored for his work with Waterbury
Public School students as part of the Waterbury Truancy Clinic.
The students who received certificates are:
BRIGHT FUTURES AWARDS
Bucks Hill Annex
Jaymie Starr
Jocelyn Ormezzano
CERTIFICATES OF EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Elementary Schools
Barnard
Kathiria Matteo
Brooklyn
Angel Culver
Buck’s Hill
Tyriq Andrews
Bunker Hill
Ricardo Agosto
Carrington
Justyn Welsh
Chase
Terrell Patterson
W. Cross
Gabriella Rocco
Driggs
Damaris Cabrera
Generali
Joshua Summa
Gilmartin
Nakisha Ruiz
Hopeville
Joyce Benton
Kingsbury
Denna Johnson Jones
Maloney
Benjamin Murowsky
Regan
Nicholas Cruz
Rotella
Donald Cianciolo
Sprague
Alyssa Simoes
Tinker
Sheila French
Walsh
DeVaughno Ricketts
W. Wilson
Nolan Pimentel
Middle and High Schools
North End
Jesse Matteo
North End
Anthony Alvarado
North End
Grimiguel “Mickey”
Quiles
North End
Deanna Jo Alberto
Wallace
Katherine Abreu
Wallace
John Currier
Wallace
Dea Ozuni
Wallace
Lirjeta Klenja
Wallace
Maria DaRocha
Wallace
Sydney Craig
West Side
David Aldarondo
West Side
Diamond Ford
West Side
Tyler Baptista
West Side
Renee Manelli
West Side
Nicholas Ho
West Side
Cheyenne Banks
Waterbury Arts Magnet
Danielle Orlando

Waterbury Arts Magnet
Crosby
Crosby
Crosby
Crosby
Kennedy
Kennedy
Kennedy
Kennedy
Waterbury Arts Magnet
Waterbury Arts Magnet
Wilby
Wilby
Wilby
Wilby
Enlightenment
State St.

Kenan Jasavic
Gregory Nicholson
Cassandra Tompkins
Mark-Anthony Baez
Angie Rivera
Thomas Vecca
Gabriel Ramos
Dennis Acuna
Mollie Corcoran
Rachel Dziezynski
Max Tanguay-Colucci
Katie Speer
David Reyes
Tonya Leo
Stephanie Lumbra
Qwayshar Cooper
Steven Marshall

Adult Education
Waterbury Adult Education Kimberly Gaznabie

Board of Education
Commissioner John
Theriault posed for a
photo with one of the
winning students after
the event concluded.
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NEJ, Inc. Founder and President Ed Mascolo was honored by the Waterbury Board of Education in
June for the company’s ongoing support of Woodrow Wilson School. For the past several years,
NEJ, Inc has been the elementary school’s partner. Following the earthquake in Haiti, the company
and the school worked together to gather needed items for the people of that country. The latest
contribution to the school was funding for the creation of a resource room for students. We call it
(unofficially), the Center for Enrichment, where children go throughout the day with their class or
small groups to work on projects. Students receive whole group or small group instruction or even
electives during their free time offered by our Positive Youth Developer through our FRC.

On Thursday, May 20, Wilby High School hosted
a Careers in Science and Technology Fair for
students. The fair took place throughout the day.
Representatives of CL&P handed over a check for
$5,000 to students as part of being named “runner
up” in the CL&P “Live Green Win Green” competition for Connecticut schools. Students developed
a video and wrote an essay describing what they
would do to “green” Wilby. With the award, they
can plan to implement some of the changes. If
you go on our Wilby web site, you can read the
essay and see the video under “look who’s working”.

This year’s Spring Language Arts
Festival took place on Friday, May
14, at the Palace.
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Honoring Our Retirees
Thirty educators who retired this past school year
were honored at a Board of Education meeting in
June. In addition to receiving a certificate, the
honorees and their families were treated to a reception previous to the meeting,, including light
refreshments.
The honorees are:
Agnes T. Arbuckle
Hattie Beauchamp
Angela P. Bergin
Gary R. Bergin
Barbara Carrington-Lawlor
Annette L. Cassullo
Joseph Cetrone
Pamela Coburn
Louise B. Coughlin
Robert Crane
Elaine Dabbo
Teresa Deanglis
Nancy Delvyder
Lorraine Elsemore
Carol Fitzgerald
Barbara Giancarlo
Marlene R. Lindquist
Daniel Lionello, Jr.
Catherine Marano
Susan D. O’Connell
Marie Ann Ponzillo
Laurie Pronovost
Roberta Schnell
Raymond Shortt
Palma Solomita
Victoria Stemmer
Joan M. Thomas
Maryann Thompson
George Tirado
Micaela Zwick
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Olympics of the Mind Winners -

Winners from this year’s Olympics of the Mind were:

Third Grade Divisional Winners (1st, 2nd, 3rd):
North: Regan, Wilson, Sprague
West: Maloney, Hopeville, Barnard
East: Rotella, Chase, W. Cross
District Winners:
After the district competition, there was a tie for first place between Regan and
Rotella with 17 correct answers each. To break the tie, judges reviewed the
second round team competition and awarded first place to Regan, who scored
slightly higher in that round than Rotella. The final placements were:
Regan (1st), Rotella (2nd) and Maloney (3rd).
Fifth Grade Divisional Winners (1st, 2nd, 3rd):
North: Regan, Wilson, Carrington
West: Driggs, Maloney, Tinker
East: Rotella, Generali, Chase
District Winners:
After the district competition, there was a tie for first place between Regan and
Rotella with 16 correct answers each. To break the tie, judges reviewed the
second round team competition, which also resulted in a tie (each school scored
18 in that round). To break the tie, judges then reviewed the first round individual competitions and compared the scores of Regan and Rotella team mates, taking the highest individual score not counted in Round One. Regan had 39.0,
while Rotella had 39.24. After that review, the judges then awarded first place
to Rotella.
The final placements were:
Rotella (1st), Regan (2nd) and Driggs (3rd).
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School News Briefs
Washington School Students to be published: Two Washington School students, Anahi Flores and Zhane’ly
Hernandez, have been selected to be published in a student anthology of Award-Winning Young Writers of America
2010 . Less than 20% of submissions were selected. Washington School is extremely proud of these two students and their teacher, Mrs. Barbosa.

Michael Cappiello, the Theatre Arts Teacher and Director at West Side Middle School in Waterbury, was
proud to announce that his students did a magnificent job putting on “A Little Bit of Broadway" as this
year’s big theater production. The play is about students going to New York's theatre district for the first
time. The show featured musical scenes from various Broadway plays and was held on May 14th and 15th
at the West Side Middle School Auditorium.

Carrington School held a National Safety
Day event on April 27th from 9:00 2:15. Pat Zainc from the Waterbury PD
Community Relations Department helped
set it up. The sessions consisted of bike
safety, the smoke truck from the Waterbury
Fire Dept, ambulance service, water safety,
911 info, buckle up and pedestrian safety.

Fifth graders at Generali School participated in
the annual Memorial Day Ceremony at the
nearby East Farms Cemetery, accompanied by
members of the Wallace Middle School Band,
local French dignitaries, school and city officials,
members of the local Veterans Memorial Committee and members of the Pierpont family.
The event honors French soldiers who died nearby during
the Revolutionary War as well
as American soldiers.
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The Wendell Cross Elementary School PTA honored Principal Joseph Amato and Parent
Liaison Margaret Rocco with Lifetime PTA Achievement Awards at the school’s first-ever
dinner dance. PTA officers were also honored with certificates of appreciation at the event,
which included a buffet dinner and music that was a “Blast From The Past” - complete with
disco ball.

Students at Generali School enjoyed
their first-ever Talent Show this year.
Students from all grades put together
performances that included singing,
dance, comedy and playing musical
instruments.

On April 6, the students in Generali School’s Extended School Hours and TPTA After-School Program had a special treat: the state’s Lifestar Helicopter landed for a visit. The students were able
to see it land and look inside the helicopter as well as ask questions of the crew.

Walsh School held its annual Community
Day event this year at the Waterbury Police
Activity League building. There was a special
ceremony at Walsh School to commemorate
this change, followed by a parade of students
and families from Walsh School to PAL.
Joining Principal Erik Brown on stage was
WTNH TV-8 star Desiree Fontaine, who
does traffic and serves as hostess of Connecticut Style.
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Teachers of the Year Announced
This year’s Waterbury Teacher of the Year is JoAnne Piccirillo, a fifth grade teacher from Carrington School. JoAnne is an outstanding teacher who challenges her students in creative ways, motivating each student to do his or her best. She goes beyond teaching content to training her students to self-evaluate and guide their own learning. For JoAnne, the world is full of real-life lessons
she can bring back to the classroom. From listening to current events on the news to looking for
science experiments in her flower garden, she is constantly looking for new ways to connect learning with life. She has helped many of her students reach high levels of academic performance.
JoAnne is also a strong member of Carrington’s School Improvement Team as well as a leading
member of the school’s Professional Learning Communities team. According to her colleagues, she
never stops teaching. In addition to her classroom, she teaches summer school and after-school as
well.
JoAnne will be representing Waterbury in the Connecticut Teacher of the Year program this fall.
In addition to JoAnne, a number of outstanding teachers were recognized as their schools’ Teachers
of the Year during a May 26 ceremony at Crosby High School. They are:
Barnard
Brooklyn
Bucks Hill
Bunker Hill
Carrington
Chase
W. Cross
Driggs
Generali
Gilmartin
Kingsbury
Maloney
Regan
Rotella
Sprague
Tinker
Walsh
Washington
Wilson
North End
Wallace
West Side
Crosby
Kennedy
Wilby
Waterbury Arts Magnet
Enlightenment / State St.
Bucks Hill Pre-K

Gail Mikolsky
Susan Field
Patricia Ferrare
Robert Perriello
JoAnne Piccirillo
Joan Thomas
Elizabeth Marshall
Justine Kuncas
Kathy Scovill
Lorraine Trudeau
Susan Meaney
Susana Sanchez
Jackie Scarmo
Marlene Lindquist
Karen Hanas
Cynthia Rinaldi
Lorraine Elsemore
Brian Gilmore
Chakisha Canady
Luanelly Iglesias
Marilyn Porzio
Elizabeth Burgos
Jeanne Bissonnette
Don Mancuso
Isabel Nunes
Joann D’Angelo
Kathy Cardino
Roberta Vendetti

Joanne Piccirillo poses with Carrington
School Principal Kevin Brennan.

Board of Education Commissioner
Charles Stango congratulates
Waterbury Teacher of the Year
JoAnne Piccirillo from Carrington
School.
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Kennedy High School Achieves Accreditation
Kennedy High School has received the final award from the NEAS&C Commission on Public Secondary Schools regarding its
recent evaluation. The committee voted and John F. Kennedy High School was awarded continued accreditation. The letter
was extremely complimentary towards the school, the staff, and entire education department. The Commission commended
the school on 16 items and acknowledged another 17 items as equally pleasing. The school was requested to address only 6
separate issues that fall under various standards.
Principal Michael Yamin said, "This letter and award provides John F. Kennedy with the best possible outcome award available. The Commission was impressed with the many programs and services that Kennedy High School provides, citing the
concise and inclusive mission and expectations for all students. This is a tremendous accomplishment. We are fully accredited without any probation or warnings."

Kennedy Journalism Students Win Again,
Bringing Total Number of Awards Up To 40
Kennedy's journalism students have won two 2010 New England Scholastic Press Association
awards, bringing their total to 40 awards since the newspaper was reinvented in 2004.
Senior Mollie Corcoran won the Advertising/Layout award and the entire staff was awarded the
Superior Achievement for Scholastic Editing and Publishing of a High School Newspaper, Class I
(a school with 1,000 or more students) for their body of work since August 2009. Both awards
were officially presented during the 62nd annual NESPA conference at Boston University Friday,
April 30 by Executive Director Helen Smith.
For the first time in school history, Journalism teacher and advisor Alena Cybart-Persenaire was
asked to speak at the conference. Her presentation, "Building a Legacy: Pride and Literacy," focused on strategies for cultivating a culture of literacy that empowers students to take
pride and ownership in reading and writing, ultimately resulting in the product of a quality newspaper.

Other NEASC News
Crosby hosted a visit from the NEASC team during the week of May 2 – 5. The Visiting Committee
met with Board of Education Commissioners on Sunday, May 2, from 3 to 3:40 pm in the Crosby
High School Media Center. A reception followed. Members of the visiting team spent Monday
through Wednesday touring the school and talking to students, parents and staff members.
The Waterbury Arts Magnet School hosted its visiting team from NEASC on May 16 - 19. This is
the first time WAMS is seeking accreditation since it opened just a few years ago.
Accreditation is a lengthy process. It will be several months before either school learns the results.

Bucks Hill Annex / PreSchool also hosted a special group of visitors during May, undergoing a
similar accreditation process for pre-schools through NAEYC.
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State Legislature And Department of Education News
AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION AND THE REDUCTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
Requires local and regional boards of education to include information on teen dating violence and domestic violence in the health and mental health risk reduction education information they provide as part
of the in-service training they must offer to certified employees.
Allows boards to permit paraprofessionals and noncertified employees to participate voluntarily in the inservice training programs for certified personnel.
Requires the State Board of Education (SBE), within available appropriations and utilizing available
materials, to assist and encourage local and regional boards of education to include domestic violence
and teen dating violence as part of their in-service training programs for certified professional employees.

AN ACT CONCERNING STUDENT ATHLETES AND CONCUSSIONS.
(Signed by the Governor on 5/19/10)
Requires coaches of intramural and interscholastic athletics to complete an annual training course regarding the recognition of and dangers associated with concussions developed or approved by the State Board
of Education (course must be approved by the Board before July 1, 2010). In addition, due to the fact that
the training course will begin to be offered by CIAC in May, the bill requires the State Board of Education
to consider that a coach has met the initial training requirement required under the bill if (a) the coach
takes a CIAC course on concussions on or after January 1, 2010 and before the SBE approves the initial
training course and (b) SBE determines the two courses are substantially similar.
Requires a coach to take a student athlete out of any interscholastic or intramural game or practice if the
athlete (1) shows signs of having suffered a concussion after an observed or suspected blow to the head or
body or (2) is diagnosed with concussion. The coach must keep the athlete out of any game or practice
until the athlete has received clearance from a licensed medical professional to return to participation.

AN ACT PROVIDING A PARTIAL REFUND OF THE SALES TAX IMPOSED ON THE SALE OF
SCHOOL BUSES EQUIPPED BY THE MANUFACTURER WITH SEAT SAFETY BELTS
Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to administer a program to help pay for the cost of
school buses equipped with lap/shoulder (3-point) seat belts. DMV must do this by increasing certain fees
by $50 and using the increase to offset a portion of the sales tax school bus companies pay for seat beltequipped school buses in participating school districts. School districts may apply to the DMV for this
funding from July 1, 2011 through December 31, 2017. The application must include a proposed agreement between the school district and the bus company with which it contracts. The agreement is contingent on DMV's approval and funding from a school seat belt account the bill creates.
Requires participating school districts to provide written notice of the availability and proper use of seat
belts to the parents or legal guardians of each student who uses a school bus. It requires the school district
to teach students the proper use of the seat belts, including how to fasten and unfasten them.
Exempts participating school districts, the school bus companies they contract with, and school bus operators, from liability for injuries caused solely by a student's use, misuse, or failure to use a school bus
seat belt.
Requires the Transportation and Education committees to hold a joint hearing during the 2018 legislative
session on the program's effectiveness and level of participation, and to recommend to the legislature, by
March 1, 2018, whether to continue the program.

The state will receive $25.7 million in economic stimulus funds to improve its 23 worst performing
schools, most of which are in Hartford, New Haven, New Britain, Bridgeport and Windham. To apply
for the money - up to $2 million over three years - the school systems involved would have to restructure the schools in one of four ways: restart, close, transform or turn-around. In the latter two
options, the principal would be replaced and major reform strategies adopted.
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AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION REFORM IN CONNECTICUT.
Requires the Department of Education to review and approve proposals for alternate route to certification (ARC) programs for
school administrators. Such proposals must provide that the ARC program:
1. Be provided by public or private higher education institutions; local and regional boards of education; regional educational service
centers; or a private, nonprofit teacher administrator training organizations approved by the SBE.
2. Accept only those participants who:
Hold a bachelor’s degree;
Have at least 40 months teaching experience, at least 10 school months are in a position requiring certification at a public school;
Obtain a recommendation by an immediate supervisor or district administrator, based on such person’s performance.
3. Require all participants to complete a one-year residency that requires participants to serve in a position for 10-months requiring an
intermediate administrator or supervisor endorsement and serve under the supervision of a certified administrator and a supervisor from
the ARC program. Ten months experience in a full-time position as an administrator in a public or non-public school in another state
may qualify in lieu of the one-year residency.
Grants the Commissioner the authority to waive certification for a superintendent who, upon the request of an employing local or
regional board of education, has three years of experience as a certified administrator in a public school and holds a superintendent
certificate issued by another state.
Requires the Department to expand the public information system on or before July 1, 2013 to track and report data relating to student, teacher, school, and district performance and to make such information available to local and regional boards of education for use
in evaluating educational performance and growth of teachers and students enrolled in public schools in the state.
Requires that multiple indicators of student academic growth be included in teacher evaluations pursuant to guidelines adopted by
the State Board of Education, on or before July 1, 2013. Such guidelines shall be adopted by the Board in consultation with a Performance Evaluation Advisory Council made up of a variety of stakeholders.
Authorizes the local or regional board of education for a priority school district to convert an existing school or establish a new school
as an “innovation school” based on an “innovation plan” developed by a variety of stakeholders led by either faculty and district leadership or an external partner. An external partner may include a public or private institution of higher education, nonprofit charter
school operators, educational collaboratives or a consortia authorized by the Commissioner of Education.
Permits the State Board of Education to grant the Commissioner of Education the authority, after a number of conditions have been
met, to reconstitute the local or regional board of education for a school district that fails to make acceptable progress after being
designated as a low-achieving school district for two years.
Allows a local or regional school board in a priority school district to hire a retired teacher certified in any subject for up to two
consecutive years at full salary without loss of pension benefits, provided such board certifies to the Teachers’ Retirement Board that
no qualified candidates were available. Current law authorizes any local or regional board to hire a retired teacher for up to two years
for subject shortage areas only.
Allows teachers and administrators who attained tenure in another school district in Connecticut or out-of-state and take a job in a
priority school district, to attain tenure in the new district in half the time (i.e., after working 10 months rather than 20 months in
the priority school district).
Expands the entities eligible for state funding to provide professional development services, technical assistance, and evaluation activities to include state education organizations (e.g., CAPSS, CABE, and CAS).
Eliminates the requirement that the State Board of Education may only issue charters for state and local charter schools “within available appropriations.”
Requires the State Board of Education to waive enrollment limits for charter schools found by the Board to have a demonstrated
record of achievement.
Requires teachers first employed by a charter school on or after July 1, 2010 to participate in the Teachers’ Retirement System.
Makes the charter school facility grant program permanent.
Requires the State Board of Education to adopt regulations to regulate charter management organizations and their relationships to
charter schools.
Revises the high school graduation requirements beginning with the Class of 2018, consistent with the Connecticut Plan, adopted by
the State Board of Education in 2008. The bill requires students complete a minimum of 25 credits in order to earn a diploma and increases the credit requirements for core subjects such as math and science.
Beginning with the class of 2018, requires end-of-year examinations for Algebra I, geometry, biology, American history, and grade
ten English. Such examinations are to be developed by the Department of Education beginning on and after July 1, 2012.
Beginning with the class of 2018, requires local and regional boards of education to provide adequate student support services and
remedial services for all students beginning in grade seven, including providing alternate means for students to complete the high
school graduation requirements.
Requires local and regional boards of education to adopt a policy for the granting of credit for online coursework if that board
allows students to earn credits towards graduation through the successful completion of online courses.
For the school year commencing July 1, 2012, requires all local and regional school boards to collect information for each public
school student, starting in the sixth grade, which includes the students’ career and academic choices in grades six to twelve.
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Permits the Department of Education to establish a board examination series pilot program to
allow local or regional boards of education to permit students in grades nine through 12 to substitute
achievement of a passing score on a series of examinations approved by the State Board for the high
school graduation requirements. The bill also requires that the State Board issue a board examination
certificate to any student who has successfully completed such program.
Requires the Department to issue grants to local and regional school districts for the purpose of
implementation of the revised graduation requirements and student support services, in fiscal
years ending June 20, 2013 to June 30, 2018. The bill also requires local and regional boards of education seeking grant assistance to report to the Department of Education on or before November 12,
2012, on the status of the district’s implementation of the revised graduation requirements and student
support services and an explanation of the necessary funds to continue implementation.
Requires the Department to report to the education committee, on or before February 1, 2013,
on the status of implementation by the districts as well as whether funds are available to assist in
such implementation, whether additional funds are needed, and whether any changes in the statute
need to be made to facilitate implementation.
Authorizes school authorities to consider a student’s previous disciplinary problems when deciding
whether an out-of-school suspension is warranted, as long as the school previously attempted to address the problems by means other than out-of-school suspension or an expulsion.
Requires all districts with a school that has been designated as low achieving pursuant to 10-223e of
the general statutes to establish a parent teacher governance council in that school which has the
authority, among other things, to petition the local or regional board of education to reconstitute that
school using one of a number of models identified in the bill, including the Title I school improvement grant models, CommPACT Schools, and Innovation Schools.
Requires monitoring by the Department of Education of these governance councils and school
reconstitutions.
Transfers the Parent Trust Fund from the Department of Social Services (DSS) to the Department
of Education, allows the fund to receive state money, and requires the Commissioner of Education, to
use the fund to improve parental involvement.
Requires school districts with dropout rates of eight per cent or greater to create an online credit
recovery program for students identified as at-risk of dropping out.
Requires school districts to conduct two parent-teacher conferences per school year.
Establishes a task force responsible for examining the achievement gap in Connecticut.
Requires all school districts to implement an advanced placement course program for the school
year commencing July 1, 2011, and requires the State Board of Education to The State Board of Education to develop guidelines to aid local and regional boards of education in training teachers for
teaching advanced placement courses to a diverse student body.

This Act was established to improve Connecticut’s chances in the Race To The Top grant application.

The Waterbury Public Schools signed on to
participate in the Connecticut State application
for Race to the Top funding.
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TREES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Kingsbury School and Southmayd
Home Share In Project

Mr. Bisaillon's 2nd grade class at Kingsbury School visited residents of the Southmayd Home, a next-door
assisted living facility, as the finale to a joint program with Southmayd on identifying and saving trees in the
neighborhood. Students from the school have worked on the project all year, learning about the trees in the
area, including a fabulous copper beech in Southmayd Home’s backyard. The students measured the trees,
learned about making maple syrup, and wrote about their experiences during class. During the final event,
students read from their non-fiction book, sang songs about trees, and received books to keep.

Chase School students and their
families enjoyed a family carnival at
the school. The fun included snow
cones, cotton candy, basketball,
games, hot dogs, pizza, and a
chance to dunk SVP Karen Renna
in a dunk tank.
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WYMAN ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF
2010 BLACK HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST

Students Give Wide Range of Opinions on
President Obama’s First Year in Office
When State Comptroller Nancy Wyman announced the results of her 10th annual Black History
Essay Contest, once again Waterbury students were among the winners. This year’s theme focused on students’ opinions of President Barack Obama’s first year in office, and nearly 300
high school juniors participated in the event, which is sponsored by the Office of the State
Comptroller with the support of New Alliance Bank, Bank of America and People's Bank. Winners receive U.S. Savings Bonds of between $1,000 and $100.
“These insightful essays show that our students are both engaged and opinionated about issues
that affect them and the rest of the nation,” Wyman said. “We are fortunate to have such articulate, inspired young people as our next generation of leaders.”
The following are this year’s winners and an excerpt from his or her essay:
Hannah Bellows – Waterbury Magnet Arts School
“President Obama has undoubtedly done some good things this year. However, there are some policies
that Obama has executed that make me uneasy. I do not appreciate the use of taxpayers’ money to
rescue banks, companies, homeowners and students who borrowed more money than they could afford or did not save money when it was wise to do so. He accomplished a lot of good in his first year
as the President. However, with that good came a dose of bad to balance the scale.”
Raven Archer – Wilby High School, Waterbury
“President Obama came into office at a most inopportune time. Americans were furious and demanding resolve for the war, the economy and basic elements of society such as adequate health care and
living conditions. Despite the condition of the nation when Obama took control, he has handled the
situation well, especially for only a year to have passed.”
Also, Allie Bukowski – Danbury High School, Lisandra Morales - Bassick High
School, Bridgeport, Sarah Hodge - Bulkeley High School, Hartford , and Ibrahim
Kamara – Pathways to Technology Magnet High School, Hartford .
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Enlightenment School Students Present
First Annual Science and Arts Fair

Eleven students were recognized at a June 7 Board of
Education workshop for their outstanding participation
in this year’s Gettysburg Address oratorical contest. Each of the students read a portion of the Address
during the presentation. The students are: Victor Smith,
Justyn Welsh, Armend Lumani, Sheila Cirikovic,
Logan Sprinkle, Shayne Purandah, Allison Butkus,
Angelica Moser, Stacy Sewpersaud, Blessing Zenick
and Devaughno Ricketts.

Crosby FBLA Vice President To Compete In Nationals
In March, Kaitlyn Sprague, the Crosby FBLA* Vice President who was just elected
president for next year, won 1st place in a Cyber Security competition at the Connecticut FBLA conference. She is now fundraising to compete in the National Leadership
Conference in July in Nashville. As this is very expensive, Kaitlyn set about seeking
sponsorships. She received donations from several generous teachers as well as a
donation from B&G Sports and the Crosby FBLA chapter. To the school’s knowledge,
Kaitlyn is the first Crosby student to ever compete in Nationals! She is also a Crosby
ACE student.
* FBLA = Future Business Leaders of America
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Sponsored by Quassy For Sixth Year

‘Ready To Read’ This Summer
Program Targets Kids In School,
Public Libraries

MIDDLEBURY, Conn. – With the school year quickly
drawing to a close, Quassy Amusement Park is set to
launch its sixth annual “Ready To Read” This Summer program.
School and public libraries are encouraged to again partner with Quassy in promoting reading during the summer
months.Young readers who hit the books can earn a free
ride pass to the park, valid on selected weekends in September.
“Quassy developed the reading program a number of
years ago as part of our long commitment to children and
education,” said George Frantzis II, co-owner of the lakeside park on Route 64 here. “’Ready To Read’ has grown in
leaps and bounds with hundreds of libraries being attached
to the program in recent years.”
There is no fee to participate in the reading program.
Librarians and teachers may receive an official “Ready To
Read This Summer” certificate and kick off weekend (May
8-9) poster by e-mailing the park at ron@quassy.com. Emails must accept attachments to receive the program information, park officials said. The certificate may be duplicated for distribution to students.
The program is designed for students to complete three
books while school is in recess this summer. A librarian or
teacher and adult family member must sign the reading
certificate before being redeemed at Quassy on selected
weekends in September. One certificate per student may
be completed and redeemed at the park.

