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Curbing bad drivers? Graduate takes over dentistry practice
New student parking
passes take effect
By Herta Sufka
News Editor

Students must register
cars to receive free passes

Parking, for free?
Due to past incidents in Kennedy’s main parking lot on Highland Avenue, all students who drive themselves to school must
register their car information at the school in order to park, then a
numbered spot and card pass to hang from the rearview mirror will
be assigned; faculty and staff must also keep a visible pass in their
cars but they may park in any spot.
“The parking spots were a good addition to the school; it holds
the students accountable for driving,” said special education teacher
and cross country
coach Ms. Hagley.
The new registration rules for students
will enforce the rules
of driving such as following the speed
limit, parking properly, and watching
out for others. If students have any questions or concerns
about the parking requirements, they can
get the document
with a list of the nine
requirements from
the main office,
which some believe is beneficial.
“It’s a good idea. It stops people from taking two parking spots
at once,” said guidance secretary Ms. Kelly Hinton.
It’s a privilege to park at school for free, while at other area
schools students must pay for parking by the year. Students must
follow the requirements for driving on school grounds to prevent
accidents.
“Naugatuck, Cheshire and Wolcott high school students have to
pay between $100 to $200 for the
year,” said guidance counselor Mr.
Poulter.
Students also have to fill out a
parking application that includes
the basic information such as their
license plate number, model of car,
and parents’ signature. After information is verified by the school,
students are able to park and enjoy the benefits.
“I feel free parking at school
(is beneficial) since I don’t need
my parents to pick me up anymore,” said senior Jessica Dardha.
Students who are registered have the benefit of not needing to
adjust to their parents’ schedule any more since they can give themselves a ride, especially when they have a club or sport to attend
after school. If nothing else, some appreciated having a numbered
spot no one else can take.
“The parking pass isn’t really a big deal since I parked my car at
school before. It’s nice to have my own spot, though,” said senior
Nikola Tili.
FREE, BUT
REQUIRED
Parking spots in
the Highland
Avenue school
parking lot (top
photo) are now
numbered, and
students must
register their
cars with the
school to get a
gold parking
pass (middle
photo) free of
charge. The
pass must be
visible and
attached to the
car’s rear view
mirror (as seen
in left photo).
All photos by
Herta Sufka/staff

Photo by A. Cybart-Persenaire/adviser

DOCTORS COLLABORATE Dr. Arsalan Elahi (left), a 2005 SOAR graduate, took over the Middlebury Dental Center practice
from retiring dentist Dr. Magdy Mikaiel (middle). Middlebury First Selectman Mr. Edward St. John (right) attended the Open House
Thursday, Sept. 21, 2017 at 4 p.m. to congratulate Dr. Elahi and wish Dr. Mikaiel well. Middlebury Dental Center, which is a full
service cosmetic and family dental practice, is located at 1625 Straits Turnpike, Suite 210 and the phone is 203-598-3889.

Welcome back to new, wider school lockers
By Herta Sufka
News Editor

Top or bottom locker?
The old school lockers were
replaced with new ones beginning June 5, 2017 since they
were outdated school officials
downtown decided, making
2017-2018 the first full school
year students will use them;
however, a majority of students are having a tough time
adjusting.
“It’s always a hassle getting to my locker,” said junior
Arianna Cruz.
Students were assigned
lockers like always but the majority hoped of getting a top
locker. Having a bottom locker
would mean being in the way
of a person with a top locker.
“The bottom lockers are
annoying to get to, people are
always in the way. It also
makes it a risk to make a stop
at my locker
without being
late for class,”
said junior
N i c o l a s
Bianchi.
While
most
responses were
negative towards the
lockers, some
students do
like them.
“I actually
like the new

MUSICAL LOCKERS? Senior Fuka Reale, standing,
and junior Herta Sufka, kneeling, show how students
must adjust to the new, wider lockers in two rows.

lockers, they are spacious and
convenient for me since mine is
near my classes and I have a
top locker,” said sophomore
Amelis Evangelista.
Students who were lucky
enough to get a top locker don’t
have as many complaints as the
ones with a bottom locker. It’s
less of a hassle for them since
they don’t have to lower themselves or work around another
student to gain access.
“Having a top locker is very
beneficial since it’s easy to access and easy to get to class on
time. Also the lockers are more
wider so I can store more books
in them,” said sophomore
Myrienny Alcantara.
Some students came to the
thought that having lockers replaced wasn’t worth it. Most
students don’t even use their
lockers;
instead,
they carry
their stuff
around all
day. The
students
who do
use their
lockers often store
only certain books
or gym
bags. Statistics

show the main reason students don’t
use their lockers is
because
their
classes and lockers
are too far apart.
“I rarely use my
locker unless I have
sports. The school
should have replaced something
both the students
and faculty both
use frequently. I am
thankful that I have
a top locker, too,”
said senior Silvia Pomaquiza.
People suggested students
should try their best to adjust
to the lockers, especially those
with bottom ones. Also, everyone should be aware of others
who want to get to their locker
by not getting in their way.
“There are pros and cons. I
do like the new lockers a bit
better . The bad thing would be
getting to your locker if it’s on
the bottom,” said 2017 gradu-

Photo illustration by Jurea McIntosh/staff

ate Laura Rendon.
Beginning June 5, the traditional tall skinny lockers
were changed to wider,
shorter lockers of two rows
mandated by school officials.
“It didn’t come from a request made by the administration,” said principal Mr.
Johnston. “I’m not sure what
initiated the replacement of
lockers.”
DON’T TRY THIS
AT HOME...OR
SCHOOL
2017 graduate
Nicole Taylor, far
left, fits inside the
new, wider school
lockers installed
June 5-7, 2017 by
the Hertz company.
Bottom photos and last two
paragraphs of story by D.
Cabrera/Class of 2017
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Pets face medical woes too: read one dog’s tale
By Antonio Arrindell
Staff Writer

Even young animals get cancer; how can owners afford treatment?
NEWS COMMENTARY

Last year there was a significant growth in a
mass on King, my American Pit Bull Terrier. Doctors from Banfield Pet Hospital told me the mass
was benign and should regress as King grows.
Now, the mass has grown to resemble a large
tumor causing many complications to him and
my family. Determination provokes my family
to have an official diagnosis done to find out what
is the cause of this pest growing on King.
According to AVMA.org, a leading advocate
for the veterinary profession, “Neoplasia is the
uncontrolled abnormal growth of cells or tissues
in the body, and the abnormal growth itself is
called a neoplasm or tumor.”
There are two possible diagnosis that can be
concluded about the tumor growing on King’s
side, behind his shoulders: it is either a benign
neoplasm or a malignant tumor containing cancer.
“Approximately one in four dogs will at some
stage in their life develop neoplasia. Almost half
of dogs over the age of ten will develop cancer,”
according to AVMA.org
However, King is only two years old, therefore the possibility of the tumor being a result of
a genetic disorder was suspected to be the cause
of the tumor. The idea of such a young dog having cancer bewildered me.
Canna-pet.com, a global innovator for enhancing pet health, reported online that “unfortunately, like their human counterparts, young dogs
can and do get cancer, a revelation which often
causes shock.”
Differentiating the benign tumors from malignant ones is challenging since symptoms overlap.
“The most common tumor found in biopsies
of younger dogs is the cutaneous histiocytoma,
which accounts for nearly 90 percent of tumors
in pediartric canines,” according to Cannapet.com.

The cutaneous histiocytoma derives from the
animal’s histiocyte cells located in the body’s
immune system
A study by VCAhospitals.com, a non-profit
organization that directly helps pets in need,
found “the hisiocytegroup of cells are part of the
body’s immune surveillance system. They take
up and process foreign antigens, such as pollen,
viral bacteria, and fungal microorganisms. They
then migrate to the local lymph nodes. Here they
present these antigens to other immune system
cells to stimulate them into a variety of activities
to protect the body.”
Luckily this type of tumor does not carry
any cancer but unfortunately, can still pose a
major threat if infection occurs.
“This is a common benign tumor of Langerhans cell. 99 percent are permanently cured by
removing them surgically. They often ulcerate
and may become secondarily infected.”
How does cancer form in dogs?
Fetchacure.org, an organization that works to
help spread awareness and raise money for pets’
suffering, reports “cancer occurs when the body’s
immune system cannot stop cells from replicating at an abnormally fast, disorderly pace forming a mass as a tumor.”
Benign tumors are commonly confused with
malignant or harmful one’s due to their broad
array of diagnosis.
“Approximately one-third of all tumors are
skin tumors and up to 20 percent of those are
mast cell tumors,” according to fetchacure.org
The surgery for removing large tumors such
as King’s can be very expensive, and few organizations offer assistance or aid with payment.
Wagwalking.com, an online dog walking service that also advocates for dogs with cancer,
found “for a simple skin tumor removal, the cost
can vary from $180 to $375, while most complex internal tumors run from $1,000 to $2,000

“

If money is a factor for
removing your pet’s tumor, such
as in my situation, there are
other alternatives to shield your
pet from infection until you are
able to pay for the surgery.

”

and upward.”
If money is a factor for removing your pet’s
tumor, such as in my situation, there are other
alternatives to shield your pet from infection until
you are able to pay for the surgery.
“Warm tap water is recommended for cleaning most wounds. Warm saline (salt water solution) may also be used. In some cases, your veterinarian may recommend using diluted leaning
solution of chlorhexidine, a surgical scrub soap,
or an iodine solution to help remove debris,” according to VCAhospitals.org
Stay away from harsh antiseptics that may
prevent healing of a wound.
The VCAhospitals suggests, “Do not use
soaps, shampoos, rubbing alcohol, and hydrogen
peroxide. Some of these products are toxic if taken
internally, while others can delay healing.”
Please take every noticed bump on your pet
very serious since the number of animals diagnosed with cancer is surprisingly high.
“Roughly 6 million new cancer diagnosis are
made in dogs and a similar number made in cats
each year,” according to acfoundation.org, an organization dedicated to finding a cure for cancer
by funding research in and increasing public awareness of comparative oncology.
You can help King receive surgery by donating or simply sharing the “GoFundMe” link
through your social media accounts. To find the
link, search “King Needs Your Help!” on
GoFundMe.com. Every action counts.

Changing temperatures distract students; keep your focus
By Madison Turner
Staff Writer

Students report new wing cold while other areas too warm or muggy
NEWS COMMENTARY

“ ’Cause you’re hot then you’re cold.”
The famous line from singer Katy Perry perfectly explains the fluctuating temperatures in Kennedy for the first month of school in 2017 through
October. There are still complaints but apparently nothing is being done.
“I think it is bad because this just makes it easier for us to have health
problems,” said Thaianara Pacheco, senior.
Last year, many students were absent due to a cold going around the
building. Moving from the freezing cold new wing to the muggy building
can take a toll on peoples’ bodies.
“I think it is mind over matter. If you’re looking for an excuse it is an
easy one to take,” said science teacher Mr. Walker.
Yet, few students seem to agree.
What happens when clothes are sticking to students or girls are freaking
out because of fizzy hair? Even the administration has thoughts.
“I definitely agree that the heat and humidity has adverse affects on
learning, especially on the second floor. We have to enforce the dress code
but luckily students can wear short sleeves or shorts,” said vice principal
Mr. McCasland.
Let’s stop and realize what other physical effects varying temperatures
can take on peoples’ bodies.
“It makes me feel really unfocused because I feel like I can’t breath since
it’s too hot and I start to sweat so it’s hard to stay focused,” said Elizbed
Berberena, sophomore.
Some students may have classes in the new wing where some report
classrooms are too cool, especially during the SATs Wednesday, Oct. 11,
2017 but in that area again, temperatures vary.
“Personally, I have one class in the new wing and I dread going to the
hot and muggy areas,” said Junior Matos, a junior.
Could there be a way to invest in a fan or heater for every classroom?
“I feel like everything should be designed how the new wing is because
(the temperature) does often interfere with my learning,” said Melany

JoiJoin The Eagle Flyer: no experience necessary. Be eligible for awards, scholarships and
summer journalism programs. What are you waiting for? Sign up in room 105.

Junco, a sophomore.
Even one teacher can agree with the idea of distractions.
“Students are tired, they’re sweating and their minds are set on other
things besides what I’m teaching them,” said special education teacher Dr.
Gagne.
Will there ever be a way to make these requests about a steady temperature achievable?
Lies
By Imael Izquierdo
You speak the words that I
Once thought were the truth
But sadly I was mistaken.
It’s as if the Bermuda Triangle took them
Made them lost, forever taken.
But it wasn’t the triangle that took them,
It was you and your mind.
You spoke words that tricked me,
Made me lost and blind
Are you proud of yourself,
Proud of what you’ve done
Not only are you hurting me,
You’re hurting everyone.
Are you afraid of the truth?
How it’ll change the world around you
Or are you afraid that your truth will stick on you
Like a tattoo?
When a bird is afraid
It spreads its wings and flies.
Check out more poetry and
You can hide from your truth
artwork from students: see
But you’ll never hide
the Poetry Corner, page 6.
From your lies.

Features
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What is the best thing now that we are back in school?

“(My daughter’s) mind is engaged again.”

“I missed the teachers.”

Amber Searles, parent of a child in the
Waterbury Public School system

Izzy Pagan (left), junior pictured with
Michelle Muchemi (right) senior

“Being able to see my friends every day.”

“Seeing all of your friends and how we
grow up and figure life out together.”

Jessica Dardha, senior

By Cameron Feliciano
Features Editor

“Being back with my work family and being
with my cross country family.”
Ms. Hagley, special education teacher and
cross country coach

“Being with people.”
Douglas Jackson, freshman

Marnie DeLaRosa, sophomore at WAMS

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
By Madison Turner
Staff Writer

Students donate supplies to help
neighbors from Puerto Rico

The simple reason to help one another is growing daily.
Kennedy hosted an event to help
celebrate Hispanic Heritage while also
helping neighbors from Puerto Rico.
The first 100 people who donated
emergency supplies such as canned
foods received a ticket to attend an
after-school celebration in the cafeteria with karaoke, food, music, and more
Thursday, Oct. 19, 2017.
Paraprofessional Mrs. Sanchez
helped put this event together along
with Bilingual/ESL teacher Ms.
Martinez and a little help from others.
“Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 and
as a school we like to celebrate it. We
recognized those in the Spanish community who have done positive things.
Giving back to the community,
whether necessary or not, is important to the kids,” Sanchez said. “This
year, with all the disasters that have
happened, we realize businesses have
given a lot. Our idea is kids bring in
donations to give to them.”
Even the littlest donation can help.
It is devastating that recent natural disasters hurt communities so bad. Some

families are giving everything they got.
“We have all donated money and
food, also trying to give whatever our
family members need,” said Mr. Lopez,
Spanish teacher. “As a Hispanic
American, it is an honor that at least
one month is taken out of the year to
acknowledge those Hispanics who
contribute positively to the United
States. My mother and father are very
involved in the (Hispanic) community;
they were one of the first Puerto
Ricans in Waterbury.”
If you have a class with Spanish
teacher Mrs. Rincon, you may even
be doing your own little honoring! She
is letting students make a poster board
for extra credit to honor somebody in
their family who is helpful to the community and has changed your own life.
“I thought of this off of a family
tree assignment. It made me realize
many students admire their family
because they are courageous or hard
working people. To students, that person is a role model that makes sacrifices different from everybody else,”
she said.
Emergency supplies needed include
bottled water, baby formula, canned
milk, soap, baby wipes,
hand sanitizer, and diapers.
Photo by Herta Sufka/staff

PRIDE Bilingual class
students helped create
the bulletin board
outside room 220
celebrating Hispanic
Heritage.

Gathering hosts cultures
SPECIAL SATURDAY
Dancers and performers parade through downtown Waterbury on their
way to Library Park for the annual event known as The Gathering,
celebrating diverse cultures and ethnicities Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017.
Schools including Kennedy had students and staff march in the event,
which also included vendors and
organizations collecting relief aid
for areas hit by natural disasters.
Photos by Carlieshka Villanueva/staff
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Staff Editorial

Good advice to students: Value your friendships
make the most of 2017-18
By Madison Turner and Toni Lopez

COMMENTARY

Staff Writer and Sports Editor

Returning to the early starting school days and
late nights studying can be difficult when everyone is
coming back from vacations or just relaxing at home.
So here is some advice for students whether they are
new to the school or returning students.
To the freshmen, this isn’t middle school anymore;
as long as you take your work seriously everything
should be fine. It sure seems there is a lot of time to
make up for slacking off in the next four years, but
high school actually does go by faster than you think.
Very soon you’re going to be at the end of senior
year worrying about if you will be a Super Senior,
because those requirements do go all the way back
to freshmen year tardies, absences and behavior.
To the sophomores, you are no longer the new
kids at Kennedy but you should still take advantage
of all the clubs and sports you haven’t tried yet. Do
not feel compelled to stick with the same extracurricular as last year just because you feel comfortable. This is a good year to branch out and try new
things. Next year you may not have a lot of time considering junior year is usually taken up by AP classes
or starting to meet college requirements.
To the juniors, don’t be too stressed out about everything referring to college or AP exams. Just prepare yourself and everything will be significantly easier.
Be sure to study for SAT and/or ACT testing, and
start your college essay. It will free up plenty of time
next year for when you have to meet new requirements. Start looking into and visiting possible schools.
Of course, keep up with grades, but do not start letting grades slip simply because “all of this college stuff
can be done senior year,” since before you know it,
it’s a week before the deadlines and nothing is ready.
And saving up money is important because senior year
does get expensive, paying for things like the yearbook, cap and gowns, field trips, and more.
To the seniors, do not throw away this academic
year just to relax because it’s your last year of high
school. Of course take part in senior activities; it is
something you will remember for a long time and it
makes the senior class grow together as a group. Taking part in dressing up for Halloween, the senior video,
the pep rally, and more really brings students together
and it’s a fun experience for many who are involved.
To take part in this, it is necessary to take care of
school work and college requirements first. That is
what will get you further in your academic career.
Good luck to everyone in the 2017-2018 school
year!
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She forced me into being her friend.
Every single day it was a new question. It made me wonder,
“why does she care so much about me? Why does she want to
know me?”
There had to be a reason but why wouldn’t she tell me? Maybe
it was because she felt bad I had no other friends or maybe she
wanted a special best friend to herself. Five years later, I received
my answer. It was plain and simple: “I saw a good heart in a
damaged soul; you care about people who care about you.”
Friendship is an experience we all discover, yet it could be in a
good or bad way. People learn about friendship from the minute
they’re born, and some have built lasting relationships.
“My best friend is Valeria Sotomayor. We’ve been best friends
for a little over six years now. She always knows how to make me
smile and keep my head up. But by the trust and hope we have for
each other I love her. Her birthday is Sept. 28! Happy birthday to
you,” said Irienis Perez, a junior.
If you really care about somebody, it is possible to make it
through anything together. Once that person is found, the bond
may be one of a kind.
“We connect with each other on a level different from everybody since the moment we met. I don’t meet many people I can
vibe with like Alain and Edwin,” said Kendrick Dawson, a junior.
Sometimes, it doesn’t matter the length of the friendship but
how important you are to each other, as college students know.
“Mariana and I have been close friends since the end of senior
year. What keeps our friendship going is how much we both care
about each other’s well being. We always check up to make sure
the other is eating, drinking and taking care of themselves. We
boost each other’s confidence
when we’re down,” said Fiona
LeMoine, a 2017 Kennedy
graduate and UConn Waterbury
freshman.
It has been said if you’re
friends with somebody for
seven years or more, you’ll be
friends for life.
“My best friend is Tesi. We
been friends since we were little.
God, I can’t even remember
when it started but we were
small. We just always have a

Photos by Madison Turner/staff

TRUE FRIENDS The photo above of the authors was taken on Toni’s
birthday, Oct. 3, 2017. They are juniors now, and have been friends since
their days at West Side Middle School, which is where the picture at left was
taken May 26, 2015. They were in 8th grade.

great time together no matter what we do,” said Jalissa Dwyer, a
sophomore.
It is even possible to become family to each other after awhile.
“For almost two years, Gabby Linares has been my best friend.
She is like a sister to me. I’ll always be there for her with anything
at all that she might need,” said Nathalia Valera, a junior.
The one you share everything with can be the person who
helps you for life. Don’t shut anybody out because we all make
mistakes. Who knows what friendship is in store for you?

Muslim females face daily challenge
By Lamya Sultana
Poetry Editor

COMMENTARY

“Are you forced to wear that?”
“Do you ever take it off?”
“Doesn’t that bother you in this
hot weather?”
“Are you going to be in an arranged marriage?”
“Why do you wear that, what’s
the point?”
These are typical questions
a Muslim female is asked at
least once in her lifetime.
In this generation, being a
Muslim is a challenge, especially if you are a girl. I love
challenges, but this challenge is
one of a kind I will have to face
’til the end. My life was fine
when I didn’t wear the precious
headscarf that I now wear.
I didn’t even imagine myself wearing the headscarf. Because of the headscarf I did not

socialize for three years.
People didn’t even want to engage in a conversation with me
at the beginning because I was
the new girl in town with a
headscarf on. I get weird looks
and comments a lot. When
someone says, “Allah Hu
Akbar” to mock me, I don’t get
offended because I know God
is great, thanks for simply
agreeing.
One day in the school’s
hallway when I was passing by
someone commented, “I bet
she is bald under that.” I don’t
know how a normal person
should react, but I simply
didn’t care. It is not only that
person but there are others who
think the same. I am also pretty
sure I am not the only Muslim
girl who has heard that sentence.

In this generation, being a
Muslim means constantly hearing the biased opinions of the
media. Whenever a terrorist attack occurs, if the media can’t
find the suspect within a day
the blame automatically goes to
Muslim people. How would
another person feel if his or her
religion is often being put into
the light of terrorism? Because
of this, many Muslims don’t
even feel like wearing things
that represent Islam.
Just because ISIS did something doesn’t mean the whole
religion has to face the problem. ISIS claims to be an Islamic
state, but they have attacked
mostly the Muslim religion. So
are they really Islamic just because they say they believe in
the same thing as the Muslim
religion, but do the opposite? I

“

Being a Muslim is
a challenge, especially
if you are a girl. I love
challenges, but this
challenge is one of a
kind I will have to
face ’til the end.

”

even wonder why.
Not a lot of people know
the real meaning of Islam. Without knowing something, how
can you blame them--without
the facts? Those good old days
are gone where a Muslim person constantly didn’t have to
face the light of darkness
because of an Islamic state.
Islam is just another religion
my friend. I, too, have the same
color blood as yours. I, too,
have the same dream as yours.
Just because I believe in something else doesn’t make me different than you.

Hard work will pay off , so stay strong despite stresss
By Fuka Reale
Managing Editor

COMMENTARY

Take deep breaths, relax or seek out adults for help

Life is so unpredictable and the unexpected challenges will
sometimes veer you off course. It’s easy to give
up and let these difficulties win. Why keep trying when the world seems to be against you?
I know exactly what that is like, and I understand the stress that comes with all the expectations and responsibilities. We are going to be
adults soon and the decisions we make now will
affect the rest of our future. We need to maintain
high grades, balance extracurricular activities, and
apply for college. On top of that, many students
work during the school year.
Stressful, isn’t it?
It might seem like you’re dealing with these
struggles alone, but there are students all around
you who are going through similar hardships.

There are adults and teachers who are here to help if you need
someone to talk to. It might seem embarrassing to ask
for help, but it is more dangerous to keep layering stress
on top of more stress.
Take a deep breath and relax for a few minutes. Write
a list of all the things you have to get done and take it
one step at a time. The best part is crossing them off
your list and then seeing the number of tasks you were
able to accomplish. Take as many opportunities that
come your way and fill out scholarships that you are
eligible for.
Don’t give up! Keep your head high and have confidence that you will finish strong. All that hard work will
be worth it, I promise.
Photo by Fuka Reale/staff
KEEP CALM Using your phone to help organize your life
and deadlines, as the author does here, helps tremendously.

Anxiety threatens but you can beat it
By Madison Turner
Staff Writer

COMMENTARY

Anxiety.
It’s a terrible feeling. So
many physical and mental things
can happen to you during an
anxiety attack: you can easily
get caught up in a whirlwind of
emotions but can’t drag yourself out. If you have anxiety,
you understand it is not easy
to just ‘drag’ yourself out but
believe it or not, anxiety can be
overcome.
Freshman year, presenting
was a nightmare coming true. I
never wanted to go up to the
front of the class and actually
talk. I forced myself up there
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Place faith in yourself to speak in front of class, peers
just for the grade. There was
terrible stuttering along with the
quivering hands and legs. I guarantee many people feel this
same way--even if they won’t
admit it.
If you struggle with anxiety
or presenting, let this be your
reassurance.
It may seem like your fellow peers or other students in
the class care, but really, nobody cares. Yes, people may
laugh or pick on what you say
but it is okay. Nobody really
genuinely cares. Nobody will
stay up at night and lose sleep

because they care. When it is
your turn to present, take a
deep breath and just go up to
get a passing grade.
Why take a failing grade
when you can just go up and
present? I believe the key to
public speaking is confidence.
What if you have low self
esteem? Well, start working on
yourself. Think positive, no
matter how hard it may seem.
It may sound false but if you
look in the mirror every day and
tell yourself, “you’re beautiful,”
you will start to believe it, then
eventually accept it as true.

If you want to earn plenty
of money and be successful,
you need to learn how to talk
and present yourself without
anxiety. Find something that
will work for you and always
stick to it. Don’t let something
as silly as talking get to you.
Now, I’m a junior and I
volunteer to present in class
because I not only get extra
points, but, it is out of the way.
I won’t be sitting around
hoping for the bell to ring to
hold it off until tomorrow.
Stand up next time and go first;
do it for yourself.

Replace U.S. malefactors by removing statues
By Jurea McIntosh

Value role models who all can look up to without disgust

Staff Writer

Source: Anastasia (2017). The New York
Times UpFront Scholastic Magazine.

COMMENTARY

The battle of the monuments.
to society. America’s path of dependency has resulted in future
Imagine living in a state that refuses to remove a haunting generations developing the same views as people did in the Civil
image of a horrible past. As a result of current protests in War. Supremacists’ views have to be decried because that speech
Charlottesville, Virginia, confederate monuments should be re- is very dangerous and only keeps the monuments and ignorant
moved because of the confederacy’s racist past in the South, views in existence longer.
support from white supremacists, a chance to replace malefacMany monuments are made for malefactors in history. Yet,
tors in history, and the opportunity to build a brighter future there are many historical figures in American history who fought
from a dark past.
for the rights of others, such as Harriet Tubman or Martin Luther
During the Civil War, Southerners “resented the political King Jr. Citizens also talk about replacing the confederate statues
and social gains African Americans achieved” ( Anastasia 2017). with music artists or actors. Artists like Prince or Jay Z have
They were known for their racist past in history. African- Ameri- done so much for diverse people, more than the confederate
cans were dehumanized and were not considered citizens by the generals have done in history. These states need role models that
very people who have their own confederate monument. People all people can look up to and not be disgusted by.
can’t bare to have faces of men who threatened black people
The confederate monuments are scars left on this nation’s
with such hatred still visible. With these confederate monu- land. To take the monuments down means the American people
ments still in place, it is showing these states support the views want to change the course of history so it isn’t repeated again.
and actions of these soldiers. There is also a possibility that the People also need to acknowledge what happened during the Civil
people who live in those states even support the south’s Civil War and not make assumptions or ignore truths. The confederate
War views.
generals were in favor of slavery. They also taunted black people
The General Robert E. Lee statue in Charlottesville, Virginia and even used to lynch them. There are facts and pictures; there
was widely supported by a group of white supremacists. There is no denying of what happened. This nation has to come towas a sense of fear among people of Virginia because there were gether and address these dark memories.
so many people who were part of a hate group. Even though
Confederate monuments are a sad and disappointing memory
white supremacists organizaof America’s history. They
Even though organizations have the
tions have the right to free
should be taken down bespeech, their hate has no place
right to free speech, their hate has no place
cause they represent racism
to intimidate citizens who are
during the Civil War, the evil
to intimidate citizens who are against their
against their views. Cross burnand embarrassment of white
views. Cross burning and hooded white
ing and hooded white cloths are
supremacy, and to acknowlquickly making their way back
cloths are quickly making their way back.
edge a horrible past.

“

”
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Don’t read this unless you want to learn new skills and
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Poetry Corner

Dear Dad
By Pablo Izquierdo

Translucent Eyes
By Alahya James
I know it hurts, I know it stings,
When your eyes water at what people would see
as just little things
But I know that when you promise yourself
you’ll do better,
And you promise yourself you’ll leave,
You stay,
You stay the same but then you realize
you have to pay,
Your heart is played like a drum,
You deserve better than to have your soul
be covered and your legs touched,
You’re delicate but you act strong,
You’re a boulder, strong and powerful,
When you get rolled at a certain speed the impact shatters you into tiny pebbles,
I know you ask yourself, where you have gone?
Why can’t you smile and laugh like you used to?
You forget about who you were and made an artificial self
that you wore so much it became a part of you,
You had a designated driver but he didn’t know his direction
because not even you knew the path you were destined to take,
And oh, when you cry and scream and just want everything to be over with,
Everyone tells you that you aren’t good enough but you try so hard,
But from light to dawn you cry every night and continue to love yourself,
Translucent eyes,
The sun came out and your eyes melt smoothly as you put on your artificial self and act
like someone else because the day your real self is exposed people will bash you,
And you will go back into your shell,
Oblivion is inevitable and love isn’t promised,
Your soul is pure but that’s not what people are attracted to,
Voice isn’t heard and lust is the new love,
So your silence has become your life and heavens light shine bright and you’re gone,
But you sung a lovely song, all along,
Your chapter is over but your book was never written,
You deserve more than isolation, you deserve better than falsehood,
You’re a violet and a rose, not a mistake or a waste,
You’re more than those translucent eyes,
Stop and deny living another life and, let light shine through,
Those translucent eyes.

A peek from the dark

Modern generation

By Lamya Sultana

By Lamya Sultana

Tell me, do you enjoy the darkness?
Shadowed by monsters under the bed
Night comes and fear rises
Silently holding onto nothing, falling into pieces

Welcome to the 21st century
Where you get criticized for
Dressing up as pretty
Like a doll, you are to act
Without feeling emotions,
and cover them up

Crying to the music of loneliness
Calling demons to save the hopeless creature
That was born slowly from the darkness
Monsters arrive every single day
Making it harder for the soul to stay
There is nothing to hold onto any more
So should I end myself?
Without waiting for the bright days
In the end nothing happened
Although I didn’t take any help
Because life is twisted
But in the end light does return
Good always wins, even if it’s hard to see
I, too, want to be happy
So I waited like I should have ’til the end

If I Could Change the World
By Allison Rivera
If I could change the world,
I’d make it a better place.
I’d grant every single wish,
And put a smile on every face.
If I could change the world,
I’d help the poor.
I’d give them food,
And build them a front door.
I’d stop all the fighting,
There would always be peace.
No one would go hungry,
I’d throw a big feast.
I’d recycle all the cans and bottles,
And save every tree.
No animal would go without a home.
Every living thing would be free.
If I could change the world,
Everything would be clean,
And no one would be mean.

Dear Dad...
I know you ain’t going to get this message
But you’re still standing over me while I present it
It’s been a couple months since you’ve been gone
Am I good?
Dear Dad...
Do you see me showing fake smiles
To my friends when I’m up in the hood?
One more innocent life gone and the family down here hurting
Dear Dad...
I know you know, I love you
I’m gonna make you proud
And I’m gonna be here for my brothers
Even though it’s hard
Dear Dad...
I know YOU had to numb the pain
In fact, you had to make it go right up your brain
I forgive you for your words, I forgive you for your actions
All these people around me act like they care
Just to see selfish reactions
Dear Dad...
It hurts me to see ’cause they didn’t have your side
They say they love you
They weren’t there for you half the time
I know it’s not your fault and that someone is to blame
They say “technically” that’s life, it’s not no game
Dear Dad...
I know you know
I love you
I’m gonna make you proud
And I’m gonna be here for my brothers
Even though it’s hard...
I can’t look down

Change
By Genesis Fontanez
Change...it’s good to change, right?
I mean you change
Things like clothes, schools and friends
And yourself
So people could like you, right?
So why do they still ignore you then?
Why do they still fight you, still bully you
When you did it for them?

I Am
By Oscar Torres

Bullying is just a daily activity
Across the field of your
educational century
Dear dear, there is fear everywhere
Where you may choose to raise
Your voice or not,
Depending on society’s thoughts
If you speak up, oh no!
You are under attack
Challenging you to stop
But politics goes on and on
from one side to another
Let me tell you a story
People aren’t innocents any more
Like the flowers that survived
from the sun because now
They are waiting for a tomorrowland

I
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am abnormal and wise
Join The Eagle Flyer.
wonder about life
See Poetry Editor
hear cracked lies
Lamya Sultana
see artificial multiplication
during period 5a/b
want true happiness
in room 105.
am abnormal and wise
pretend to be happy
feel life’s cold clammy hands
touch the sweet dream cloud
worry when I’m in a crowd
cry about death
am abnormal and wise
understand that life isn’t fair
say that I don’t really care
dream about the future
try improving my social life
hope the next generations are better
am abnormal and wise

Fall

I Am

By Valeria Sotomayor

By Dario Diaz
I am fun, energetic
I wonder why the sky is blue
I hear a train
I see an ice cream truck
I want a box of pizza
I am fun, energetic
I pretend to be quiet
I feel happy about bunnies
I touch snakes
I worry about sleep
I cry to sad movies
I am fun, energetic
I understand math
I dream about family
I try a lot in school
I hope to pass this year

Orange, yellow, brown
and a hint of red fills the ground.
Such a big variety covers the floor.
More fly into the distance. But,
as you look out the window
you can’t help but be breath taken.
So beautiful but so impacting,
the scenery before you melts
your heart.
The leaves fall, one by one determining
when they cave from their position.
Left and right they drop,
until the ground swallows them up.
It’s funny how one moment
can make you feel so much.

TAX & INVESTMENT STRATEGIES
Patricia S. Gugliotti, CFP
91 Schraffts Drive, Suite 1
Waterbury, CT 06705
203 - 754 - 8660
_____________________________________
YEAR-ROUND TAX SERVICE
for assistance with Estimates, Audits and Tax Questions

JoiJoin The Eagle Flyer: no experience necessary. Be eligible for awards, scholarships and
summer journalism programs. What are you waiting for? Sign up in room 105.

Get your
poetry
published!

Miami adventure helps friends celebrate birthdays
By Felicity Samolis
Correspondent
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MAKING MEMORIES Friends (from left) Felicity Samolis, a senior, Jachira
Goodwien and Taziah Lynn, 2017 Kennedy graduates, and Karissa Maddox, Jachira’s
mother, enjoy eating at a restaurant in Miami, Florida during September 2017.

COMMENTARY

Have you ever been to Miami, Florida?
I’ve been to Florida multiple times but my first
time going to Miami was four days in September
from Friday, Sept. 15, 2017 to Monday, Sept. 18
since my two friends Jachira, Taziah and I all have
a birthday this month. Jachira’s birthday is Sept.
8, 1998, Taziah’s is Sept. 15, 1998 and mine is
Sept. 30, 1999 so
Jachira’s
mom
Karissa came with us
and helped plan the
trip using Spirit Airlines roundtrip.
Friday, after the
flight, we went to
South Beach. A lot of
people thought I
wouldn’t be able to
after the storm because of Hurricane
Irma but the weather
was perfect; the sun
was out with no rain.
It was good. The trip,

the town everything was amazing. We went out to
eat and had great food: I ordered a coconut shrimp
meal before the club. Dream was the name of the
club, and it was so much fun!
Saturday at the hotel was a pool day until we did
some shopping for shoes, club outfits and everything else you can think of. Stores started closing
so we went for dinner at a restaurant
named Poseidon
Greek. The food was
very tasty but expensive. Salmon
with potatoes is
what I ordered. Interestingly, in Miami, everything is
pretty much open
until early the next
day, so we went to a
different club then
went swimming on a
rooftop until daylight.

Photo by Felicity Samolis/correspondent

Sunday was a chill day on the boardwalk, where
I met a lot of people. Not too far from Washington Street there was a tattoo shop called Empire.
A lot of famous people got work done in that
shop. I got a tattoo of the name Anatolia with
angel wings on each end of the name and a halo on
top. It is for my older sister who passed away
November 2016. Every day it breaks my heart
that she is no longer around, but she’s always on
my mind and in my heart.
The last day was Monday, Sept. 18. Karissa,
Taziah and I took a walk to the big time clock in
front of South Beach before we walked into the
ocean. As the three of us walked up to the shore,
we felt the hot beaming sun on us so we didn’t stay
too long. The air was also extremely thick. Soon
after, we went back for Jachira so all of us could
eat out. Shrimp cocktail is what I ordered from
the seafood place. A Lyft picked us up and dropped
us off ten minutes away from the airlines.
At 9:15 p.m. the flight landed three hours later
in Hartford, Conn. Everyone was so tired. The
trip was a great time, and I’m happy all of us
enjoyed our mini-birthday celebration safely.

An original short story: My life as a teenage super spy
By Matthew Mielke
Correspondent

FICTION

“Ma….Maphtile…Nafthfew… Matthew, wake up.” I had
heard with the just-lovely morning taste in my mouth. I felt my
covers and pushed them off slowly, still groggy and limp.
“Man, why does my head still hurt?” I asked and proceeded
to the bathroom.

“What are you doing young child? Do you not know what we
want?”

I politely explained how kind and helpful she was and showed
her the way to my school.

The man stood there for a bit, then asked, “Where is it?”
He untied my mouth, giving me a chance to speak.

“Two more rights, ma'am.” She turned right the second time
and I see Katherine standing in front of the school. “It has to
be two o'clock right about now, why would she be standing
there?”

“The right front tooth,” I replied, opening my mouth wide.
“Early in the morning did not go too well,” I said to my friend
Ashley as we were walking off the bus about to start our school
day.
We walked into school and I was stopped.

The tall, shady pale-looking man then took out forceps and
applied them to my tooth carefully, only to next yank it out
with such a force to reveal a bloodied flash drive. He snatched
it.

“Hey Matt, how's it goin' buddy?” Quincy asked.

“Have fun,” he says as he leaves the cabin.

“Hey everything's fine, I'm actually looking for someone. Do
you know where Kat is by any whim of your all-knowing
knowledge.”
I laughed shortly then he proceeded to answer.

“Talk about a blood drive,” I say as I cover my tooth with my
finger. I wait a few seconds and pull out my pocket knife with
a built-in rope saw. I start moving my knife against the rope, the
teeth seeping deeper and deeper with each slice, taking a total
of three slices to be able to slide it off. I fall to the ground and
crawl to the door. I open the brown, stone-hinged door to reveal I'm in the middle of the wilderness. I got up off the ground
and stumbled outside, looking up to see it's high noon.

“No, I don't but she usually comes from the bus, so good
luck,” Quincy said as he started sliding and squeezing
through the morning traffic.
I got to the café and pushed my way through the wall of people.
There must've been a plethora of people stacked on top of the
next. I took in a large amount of air and proceeded to jump
through the barrier in front of me. And there she was, cute as
a button standing and waving me over, asking me to move
over right next to her. I very quickly rushed over and hugged
her. She stumbled a bit, laughing.
“How'd you sleep?”
“I slept well. Still got a headache but other than that I'm doing fine.” At this point she was inspecting me observantly.

“Noon?” I looked down to see footsteps.
The soft, damp tree leaves are pressed in, leading deep into the
forest. Looking left I notice there's a lone road. I walk up it and
eventually come across a truck stop that will forever be engraved in my memory. Roda's Stop and Go Truck Stop was the
name.
At this point I'm only motioning, right…left…right…left…as
I walk. I open the truck stop doors to see a woman staring at me.
“Are you okay, son?” The lady speaks in a Jersey accent. I
slowly walk up to her.

“Did anything happen this morning?”

I get out of the car and thank the lady for driving me and exclaim that I would be fine from here on. I proceeded to give the
woman a hug and wished her well on her trip back.
I tackle hug Katherine, clinging onto her like a small child to
his mother, crying on her shoulder explaining that I have been
out for a few days and about my experience.
She calms me down after a few hugs and asks me if she can walk
with me. We walk home through hills and straights, finally
getting to my house. I cling onto her as tight as I can.
“I love you Kat, thank you so much.” A few more tears fall
from my dead expressionless face unable to shape
to the emotion. “You were
so helpful, thank you.”
I pull away and dry my face,
walking the rest of the way
alone when I hear a shout
from behind me
“I love you too! See you
at school tomorrow
Matty!” My face felt bright
as I smiled from ear to ear
but when I finally managed to turn around she
was gone without a trace.

“W-where am I?” I manage to mutter out of damp tired lips.
“Not really, why do you ask?”
“I don't know, you just seem off…,” she said.
I chuckled nervously for a quick moment then spoke. “I'm
fine, nothing's up Katherine.”
The bell rang and I spoke once again. “Hey I gotta go. I've got
things to do this morning,” I exclaimed, running off to
homeroom.
Kat looked at me twice, examining me closely as I started
walking away.
“Hey, I gotta go, I have things to do this morning I'll catch
you later.”
I ran up the stairs, speeding briskly to homeroom. I threw my
bag in the seat and dashed to the new wing. I looked both
ways then went out to the stairs, placing the device down
behind the pipes in the corner, activating it. A clone of the
creature popped out from the device and the imposter hops
through.
He then appeared behind me and suddenly a rope covered my
mouth. I was terrified, crying out through the ropes muffling
me. He then spoke:

She stared at me for a bit, seeming stunned as if she had seen a
ghost.

I open the door with my
key and yell, “Hey, I’m
home.”

“Y-you don't know?! Well, where do you live?”
“ Wa t e r b u r y,
Connecticut,” I
replied as her
eyes widened.
“This is New
Jersey. I will
drive you home,
get in my car.” I
got into the
lady's rose red
car and we left
for Waterbury.
I awoke when
she shook me
up:
“Hey,
buddy we're
here; where do
I drop you off?”

JoiJoin The Eagle Flyer: no experience necessary. Be eligible for awards, scholarships and
summer journalism programs. What are you waiting for? Sign up in room 105.
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Boys’ team captures NVLs; girls’ team excels
Hotchkiss wins City with first-place finish of 16:15

By Fuka Reale
Managing Editor

CHAMPIONS (Top photo, left to right back row) Captains seniors
Kyle Hotchkiss and Andry Evangelista, senior Ivan Meraz, sophomore Alex Brites, and (front row) captains seniors Fuka Reale and
Cameron Feliciano led cross country to first place and the most
spirited award at the 7th Annual Sloper Relays Friday, Sept. 22, 2017.
The boys’ team won the City Championships and the girls’ team
placed third Friday, Oct. 13 at Montoe Park: (bottom photo from left)
Meraz, junior Sergio Guevara, Reale, Hotchkiss, senior Sylvia
Pomaquiza, Evangenlista, junior Aaron Lamar, and senior Arlen Milian.

Halloween treats have come early for the Kennedy cross country team.
The varsity boys’ team won first place in the City Championships with
five boys running under 19 minutes while the the girls’ team placed third
overall with three girls making All Cities at Montoe Park in Waterbury
Friday, Oct. 13, 2017; less than a week later the boys won NVLs.
“I am most proud of every runner on the team - their determination,
their sportsmanship, and their team spirit,” said coach Ms. Hagley, a special education teacher.
The coach prepared the team both mentally and physically for the
championships during the six weeks since the start of the season.
“Physically, the student athletes put in the time and miles for conditioning their bodies to be ready for the competition. Mentally, we worked
on team building, mental preparation, increasing individual self confidence
and problem solving skills,” said Hagley.
“Cross country is more of a mental sport than just being fit, and during
this race I overcame the thoughts of slowing down because I knew I wanted
to win,” said Sergio Guevara, a junior.
Guevara’s goal for the cities meet was to break into the 18:00 as well as
help his team get the trophy.
“Without my teammates and my favorite coach I don’t think we
would have won this year’s city championships. Coach gives us knowledge
and guidance and our teammates cheer me on and help me get better,” said
Guevara.
“My best friend Christian (previous Cross Country Captain) was coming to watch me run so I felt like I had to do well not only for my team, but
for him,” said Guevara.
Kyle Hotchkiss, a senior and captain, won first place with a time of
16:15, breaking his own personal record as well as beating the course
record, which has been previously set by Hotchkiss two years in a row.
“My proudest moment of the entire race was crossing the finish line
and looking back. There was no one in sight!” said Hotchkiss.
Special honors include All-City Honors:
Andry Evangelista (7th place)
Fuka Reale (14th place)
Ivan Meraz (6th place)
Herta Sufka (13th place)
Alex Brites (3rd place)
Silvia Pomaquiza (7th place)
Kyle Hotchkiss (1st place)
Sergio Guevara (15th place)

“First and foremost, almost every runner beat his/her seasonal
best time at the City Championship and every runner finished the
race,” said Hagley.
The top 15 runners of both boys’ and girls’ varsity are awarded All
Cities medals and a cross country T-shirt.
“Last year I was one place away from getting a medal so I made
it my duty to get one (at) this year’s race, and the pressure of losing
to only four points last year was too much,” Guevara.
Angelica Pena was the third girl to finish the jv race and Herold
Garcia was the third boy to finish the jv race.
“The community we have within the cross country sport, everyone cheers everyone no matter the team, everyone helps if there’s a
runner injured,” said Guevara.
The last time Kennedy won the Cities trophy was in 2012.
“The trophy is currently in a display case in the main lobby,” said
Hagley.
Every year, the trophy is transferred to the new city champions
and displayed in the school in which it was awarded.
“I know cross country is an individual sport but it is the teammates that really bring us together. It was a memorable event and I
will never forget it,” said Silvia Pomaquiza, a senior.
Pomaquiza beat her previous record with a time of 23:42, coming
in 7th overall.
“I do cross country because I like running. It helps me relieve
stress,” said Pomaquiza.
The team goal of becoming champions of the Naugatuck Valley
Leagure was realized Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2017 at Veterans Park in
Watertown, Conn. Prior to the race, Hotchkiss had positive thoughts
“We’re going to win NVLs as a team because we have been preparing for this nonstop. Thinking positive is the best way to go into
this race,” said Hotchkiss.
Coach Hagley has high hopes the team will do an excellent job
the rest of the 2017 season, reminding everyone that being aware of
the surroundings and yourself is key in a race.
“Your body is the most intelligent and important piece of machinery you will ever own - listen to it!” said Hagley.

Cross country captures spirit award at Sloper Relays
By Fuka Reale and Andry Evangelista
Managing Editor and Staff Writer

The hardest part about running is
remembering to breathe.
The cross country team has been
increasing in speed and awards as the
season continues, winning first place
overall and receiving cookies for the
“most spirited team” at the 7th Annual
Sloper Relays Sept. 22, 2017.
“The Kennedy boys destroyed the
course record, taking off two minutes
off their time. All the schools that participated came together to celebrate our
victory,” said Sergio Guevara, a junior.
Guevara transformed into the school
mascot of the eagle and represented
Kennedy during the awards ceremony.
“Everything we do is a team effort,

Team earns first place overall plus boys set course record
even though the sport is mainly individual. We are always motivating one
another the whole way,” said Guevara.
Arlen Milian, a senior, said the Slopers
Relay is his favorite course and place
where he has made good memories.
“The team shows team spirit daily
because it’s always high spirits amongst
us. We show good sportsmanship by
never getting upset at a loss and acknowledging those who beat us or whom
we beat,” said Milian.
Milian has been on the team for four
years and joined because he was interested in becoming a full fledged runner
and to improve.
“Every year I come back to the sport

because of the bonds that are formed
among the teammates and the fun that
we always have,” said Milian.
Kyle Hotchkiss, a senior and captain of the team, said he has been running since he was eleven years old and
wanted to become captain to help his
teammates improve.
“The main reason why I wanted this
leadership position was to teach kids
proper running form and (to) avoid injury,” said Hotchkiss.
Hotchkiss’s goal at the start of the
season was to break his personal 5k
record of under 17 minutes, which he
was able to do during the second meet.
“At the most recent invitational I

was third out of 160 runners and I received a trophy. I had never been
placed so high,” said
Hotchkiss.
TOP RELAY TEAM
The winning relay team of
(from left to right) captain
Andry Evangelista,
captain Kyle Hotchkiss
and Ivan Sanchez, all
seniors, and Alex Brites,
a sophomore, earned
honors at the 7th Annual
Sloper Relays Friday,
Sept. 22, 2017.
Photo compiled by Fuka
Reale/staff

Varsity football strives for strong team chemistry, bonding together
By Toni Lopez
Sports Editor

Coach considers players like his sons

“Building life lasting bonds and having fun on
the football field,” said junior Marquise Blagmon,
varsity football team captain.
These words from a team captain convey a
common feeling among the varsity team members
and head coach Mr. Sarlo, a History teacher, who
were interviewed in early October 2017 regarding
the status of their season.
“It’s nice to be in a big family because I feel like
they are my sons,” said Sarlo.
Sarlo grew a great connection with the football
team and it makes him have a positive mindset
with the team, too. Bonding is also key, and team
members have specific things they look forward
to this season.
“I look forward to developing a stronger relationship with my team and keep building a chem-

istry and team composition so we
can better ourselves and make something happen for next year,” said
junior Nytoni Jones.
“I’m looking forward to making
it to the state playoffs,” said junior
Rhakeem Henry.
“Being part of the team and having the support of my fellow teammates.
When
they
scream
RIDDLE,” said senior, Jacob Riddle.
“It builds character, makes you
who you are, and the football team
is like my family,” said junior Elijah
Nelson, a captain.
The football players and the coach are looking
for a good record this season since some seniors

UPBEAT Senior Zyier Allen and his football teammates have
positive mindsets regarding the 2017 season. Photo compiled by Stephanie Velez/staff
graduated in June 2017 but left behind a big junior class. The team is
also trying to repeat as Brass Division Champs while they await other
things.
“I’m mostly looking forward to
the rest of the season coming back
from my injury healthy and beating every team left on our schedule,” said senior Marc Soto, a captain.
“I have no highlights because I
got injured, but I look forward (to)
being able to get on the field and
playing with my brothers again,” said senior
Sebastian Del Valle.
The record for the season is two wins and four

losses, according to Sarlo.
No matter the record, they are looking ahead.
“I look forward to improving, also playing and
winning alongside my brothers,” said junior, Ricardo
DeOliveira.
What are some individual highlights so far?
“Some highlights through the season I have are
getting a tackle in both the Holy Cross and Wolcott
game, every block I set up for my running backs,”
said Soto.
“My highlights this season are four touchdowns
and one of the top leaders for rushing yards of the
season,” said Henry.
“My highlights this season (are) 85 kick returns against Career (Academy high school), gamewinning two points conversion against Wilby in
overtime,” said Blagmon.

Soccer cites positives like sportsmanship
By Fuka Reale and Herta Sufka
Managing Editor and News Editor

SOCCER FAMILY The 2016 soccer team posed for a photo in November at Norwich
Free Academy. Back row, from left to right, are junior Rafael deFreitas, seniors Ray
Lo, Stayllon Santos, and Pablo Barrera, junior Micheal Trinkley, graduates Camilo
Barrera and Kamal Carwin, senior Thanasi Dupi, junior Abraham Jimenez, and seniors
Nikola Tili, Edis Lame, Donaldi Sino, and Anthony Dimitriadis. Front row, left to right,
are junior William Mahoney, graduates Anderson Vargas and Rafael Thyroff, JV coach
Mr. Likorama, an Italian teacher; head coach Mr. Teixeira, and graduates Andrea
Photo courtesy of Mr. Likorama
Guevara and Daniella Rojas.

The varsity and junior varsity soccer teams
have goals for their
2017 season, including
trying to win as many
games as possible, play
in NVLs and States, and
to improve for next season as well, all through
teamwork.
“I like how the team
is made up of passionate players who fight
hard to win,” said Mr.
Likorama, an Italian

teacher and JV coach.
Likorama has been
coaching for ten years:
seven years at Wallace
Middle School and three
years at Kennedy.
“Varsity has won
five games and lost five
while JV has won six and
lost four games,” said
Likorama. As of Sunday, Oct. 22, 2017 the
varsity team’s record is
5-5-2.
Likorama hopes the

team will do well in the
NVLs but the varsity
team has been eliminated from the city
championships due to
their loss against Crosby.
Team members noted
the JV coach’s calmness
helps.
“Mr. Likorama is an
awesome coach and he
makes practices fun.
He’s very calm and
never seems stressed,”
said junior Edgar Yepez.
Yepez has been playing soccer for three
years and is now cap-

tain of the JV team.
Other players have
been involved with the
sport since early childhood.
“I have been playing soccer since I was
five and I really enjoy
the sport,” said Nathan
Meglio, a freshman on
the JV team.
Meglio said if the
team works together
and has a better understanding of each others’ skills they will have
a good chance of winning. The team also

relies on their manager.
“I help manage the
team; I keep track of
the scores, take out the
equipment, and organize their activities,”
said Jessica Dardha, a
senior and team manager.
One member noted
the team’s positive aspects of sportsmanship
and agreement.
“Our team has very
good sportsmanship and
we hardly argue. It has
been really fun,” said
Meglio.

