New Fleet of 149 Propane
Fueled School Busses
Roll in Waterbury Starting
on August 29, 2016
WATERBURY - The Waterbury Public School district joined other environmentally-conscious school districts
from around the country by switching to propane-fueled school busses to transport most students this year.
The 149 new yellow Durham Transportation busses are distinguishable by white roofs and extended engine
compartments, as well as “propane” markers in several locations on the sides and back of the bus. They have
already begun travelling around the city of Waterbury, as drivers familiarize themselves with the busses and
their new school bus routes.
School Bus Transportation Coordinator Jeffrey Hunter explained the drivers have been receiving training on the new busses for the past few days. The drivers like the new busses and are excited about getting
ready for back-to-school.
School Superintendent Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette said she is especially pleased by the many safety
features incorporated into the new bus design.
The propane-fueled busses offer both a significant energy savings over diesel. Propane burns more
cleanly than diesel, with less greenhouse gas emissions. It is a very safe fuel, with a narrow flammability
range. Propane-fueled busses are quieter and are healthier for students. Also, propane is produced primarily right here in the United States and is an abundant fuel.
The switch to propane represents a significant savings in transportation expense for the district. The
district’s new contract with Durham shows a savings of $846,300 over five years.

The use of propane as an alternative fuel is growing, especially as a source of fuel for school busses across
the United States. One news report last year noted that
of the top 25 school bus markets, including New York and
Los Angeles, 19 have propane-fueled busses.
Astute students will realize these busses look a
little different from those used last year. Besides being
new, they have a larger engine compartment on the
front of the bus, unlike the old busses that featured flatfront transit style fronts. The new busses also have white
tops, a feature that allows the busses to stay cooler in
hot weather. have been driving their routes to familiarize
themselves with their new bus routes.

