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New “Wingman” Program
Starts at Gilmartin School
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A “wingman” is someone who
helps another when he or she
needs assistance. The name comes
from the air force, where a wingman is the pilot who flies just behind the right wing of the lead aircraft.
Gilmartin School kicked off a new
initiative called Wingman. The
Wingman Program for Schools is a
youth leadership program where
students are encouraged to help
shape school climate. Student leaders are trained to help peers to

Eddie Slowikowski explains what a wingman is to
students at Gilmartin School.

Continued on page 6

Waterbury Gets 149 New Propane School Busses
The Waterbury Public School district
joined other environmentally-conscious
school districts from around the country
by switching to propane-fueled school busses to transport most students this year.
The 149 new yellow Durham Transportation busses are distinguishable by white
roofs and extended engine compartments,
as well as “propane” markers in several
locations on the sides and back of the bus.
They have already begun travelling around
the city of Waterbury, as drivers familiarize themselves with the busses and their
new school bus routes.
Continued on page 4
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PARTNERS IN EDUCATION
Comcast recently announced Internet Essentials, the nation’s largest high-speed Internet program for
low-income families, has connected 750,000 households to home Internet. That’s 3 million Americans
that now have access to online banking, healthcare, job postings, and educational resources in their
home. As Internet Essentials partners, we are excited to be a part of this milestone.
Building on this progress, Comcast also announced that it will give an additional $2 million in grants
during this back to school season to community-based organizations that provide vital digital literacy
training and Internet access.

Every student enrolled in the prekindergarten program
at Duggan School will have a nice new backpack filled
with school supplies for the new school year, thanks to
the generosity of Hubbard Hall. PreK parents were invited to a special orientation program on Monday, August
29th, where they had an opportunity to meet their
child's teacher, visit the classroom and school, fill out
required paperwork, and pick up the backpack.
PreKindergarten teachers Mrs. Diorio (left) and Mrs.
Guiffre (right) show parent Krystal Martinez the contents
of the backpack while the newly appointed Chief Adviser
for Early Childhood Programs, Marie Klein, looks on

Bridge to Success Poetry Slam Contest
From Shuana Tucker, Supervisor of Talent and Professional Development—
Twenty students participated in the BTS Poetry Slam Contest on July 18, 2016 with three top winners. The students did an excellent job in expressing themselves and their feelings. Topics included
bullying, sexual orientation, dreams and being appreciative of those working in service industries. The
judges were Commissioner Karen Harvey, Dr. Shuana Tucker, Ms. Ellen Carter and Rev. Johnson.
The Summer Bridge Program is coordinated by Ms. Angela Holmes and her assistant, Ms. LaTeena
Bartee.

Facebook friends of Orchid Florist voted
Rotella Magnet School as their favorite
school poll. Orchid Florist thanked the
entire Rotella staff for all they do for the
youth of the community by sending a
rose to each staff member on the first
day of school.
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Staff Honors
Jahana Hayes, Waterbury’s National Teacher
of the Year, spent part of her summer on a trip
to Africa, as part of her duties as National
Teacher of the Year. She sent some photos of
her trip back to the district, and they are available for viewing on our district website.

MaryAnn Marold will be one of ten people honored by Sacred Heart High School at this year’s
22nd annual awards dinner on November 7, 2016 at the Aqua Turf. She will receive the Reverend John Dial Leadership Award for her commitment and leadership support in helping to further the mission of the school. Mrs. Marold is the Education Liaison to Government, Business
and the Community for the district. Her office is in the new Family and Community Engagement
Center. (For a brief story on FACE, see page 11, or go to the district website and click on newsletters under School/Community Relations or the FACE Center link to learn more.

Joe Gorman, our Supervisor of Health and Physical Education, will be receiving a 100 Plus
Award from the CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence on behalf of the Waterbury Public
Schools. This is a result of our partnership with Safe Haven International which provides our
students with instruction on teen dating violence, internet safety, healthy relationships, and antibullying strategies.
The Greater Waterbury branch of the NAACP’s 74th annual Freedom Fund Awards Luncheon
is Saturday, October 22nd, from noon to 4 p.m. at the Courtyard by Marriott. Several Waterbury educators are being honored this year, including:
Jacqueline Newsome Butler, Waterbury Adult Education
Shernett Evans-Foster, Chase Elementary School
Talisha Foy, Gilmartin School
Jade Lee Gopie, Crosby High School
Jahana Hayes, Kennedy High School
Adela Jorge, Bilingual/ESOL Education
Mary Ann Marold, FACE Center
Cassandra Fann Pierce, Kennedy High School
Anita Watkins, Wilby High School

The Board of Education and School Superintendent Dr.
Kathleen M. Ouellette honored Dr. Shuana Tucker
during the September 1, 2016 Board of Education
meeting. Dr. Tucker, who has served as the district’s
Director of Talent and Professional Development, left
the district to take a similar position in New Britain.
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Students Tell Board Value of Hampton’s Young Diplomats Program
Five of the seven high school students
who attended the Young Diplomats
Program at Hampton University spoke
about their experiences before the
Board of Education on September 1.
Pictured are Kassim Brown (Kennedy),
Emerson Gonzalez (Waterbury Career
Academy), Ewan Martin (Waterbury
Career Academy, Rose Reyes
(Crosby) and Nyshay Northover
(Crosby).
The Young Diplomats Summer Program at Hampton University is a weeklong learning experience for
high school students who are interested in expanding their experiences to include global awareness.
This year, students studied Chinese culture and language, as well as leadership development. Student
participants heard from a number of speakers on humanitarian issues, etiquette, and international relations. The students were also able to take advantage of some of the many recreational opportunities on campus, including tennis and horseback riding.
The weeklong program was funded through the Minority Teacher Recruitment and Retention Grant
and was part of the district’s efforts to encourage minority students to consider a career in education. Talent and Professional Development Director Dr. Shuana Tucker asked Board members to
consider finding a way to continue funding such trips in the future. Kennedy High School teacher
Cassandra Fann-Pierce accompanied the students as a district chaperone.

School Bus (continued from page 1)
School Superintendent Dr. Kathleen M. Ouellette said she is especially pleased by the many
safety features incorporated into the new bus design.
The propane-fueled busses offer both a significant energy savings over diesel. Propane burns
more cleanly than diesel, with less greenhouse gas emissions. It is a very safe fuel, with a narrow flammability range. Propane-fueled busses are quieter and are healthier for students. Also, propane is produced primarily right here in the United States and is an abundant fuel.
The switch to propane represents a significant savings in transportation expense for the district.
The district’s new contract with Durham shows a savings of $846,300 over five years.

For more photos and information, please go the district home page at www.waterbury.k12.ct.us
and click on School/Community Relations, then WPS Update Newsletters. There is a special
newsletter section available on the new school bus fleet.
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Two Ribbon Cuttings Celebrate New Athletic Fields and Addition
Crosby High School

Kennedy High School— More photos available in special section—go to
www.waterbury.k12.ct.us, then School/Community Relations, then newsletters.
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Wingman (continued from page 1)
increase empathy and compassion while combatting the root causes of rejection,
exclusion and isolation. The program is part of Dylan’s Wings of Change, a foundation that was established to honor Dylan Hockley, one of the young victims of
Sandy Hook.
The kick-off featured guest speaker Eddie Slowikowski, a Gold Medal winner for
the USA Track & Field Team and a 3-time NCAA All-American who is a nationally recognized motivational speaker. He entertained students and staff present at
the assembly while explaining the importance of empathy and support.

Students from Ms. Krislyn Petti's Public Speaking class at
Wilby High School participated last year in Connecticut's
Second Annual Social and Emotional Learning Week at
Quinnipiac University’s School of Law. The students created and presented a mural with the theme “Choosing
Love” to Senator Richard Blumenthal and Scarlett Lewis,
the mother of six-year-old Jesse Lewis, one of the victims of the Sandy Hook tragedy. They also shared short
anecdotes about situations they had to overcome in
their own lives, which prompted a standing ovation from
the audience. Wilby was one of just six schools participating. Sen. Blumenthal recently brought the murals to
Washington, D.C. with him to display during a meeting
on Social and Emotional Learning. Mayor Neil O'Leary
provided the Wilby High School students with the money they needed to travel to Washington, D.C. last
spring.

The annual Back to School Rally took place
on Wednesday, August 24. Once again, the
weather cooperated, and several hundred
parents and students visited Library Park for
the free food, fun, information and giveaways.

U.S. Senator Chris Murphy conducted an informational forum for citizens at Crosby High
School on a Saturday morning. The topic was
revitalizing brownfields in Waterbury, how communities can restore and reinvest in these properties and the economic development opportunities and jobs that might bring.
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Teacher to Run
New York City
Marathon

Jillian Cipriano, a teacher at
Driggs School, has been invited
to run in the New York City
Marathon. A veteran of 5 half
marathons, one marathon, and
numerous 5ks, she is doing this
as a fundraiser for the Eric
Trump Foundation, which fundraises for St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital among others.
Her fundraising page is: http://
heroes.stjude.org/jilliancip .
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I grew up in Middlebury and attended all Region 15 schools including Pomperaug High School where I am now the JV Girls soccer
coach and the Assistant Varsity Coach. I went to Central Connecticut State University and participated in their Division 1 Women's Soccer Program for all 4 years. After my collegiate athletic
career, I was focused on becoming a teacher and was placed at an
elementary school in Middletown for student teaching called Macdonough Elementary School where they had relationships with
Hartford Marathon Foundation. I stayed on for the remainder of
the year as a long term substitute for a maternity leave. The principal promoted running events to get the staff and students involved in healthy living. A group of teachers signed up for 5K, 10K,
and half marathon events in Simsbury in June 2013. I decided to
give the half marathon a shot and trained with some fellow teachers after school. I completed the race feeling so accomplished and
fell back in love with being a part of a sport and a team. Now I
have completed 5 half marathons, 1 marathon, and numerous
5ks. I have always dreamed of participating in such a monumental
event such as the NYC Marathon. My brother had an internship
over the summer with Trump International and was sitting in on a
meeting with the Eric Trump Foundation where they mentioned
that someone had gotten injured and was dropping out of the race
this year. They asked if anyone in the room would be interested in
running the marathon. My brother brought up my name and I was
accepted into the event. The reason that I was so excited about
competing in the NYC Marathon and specifically for the Eric
Trump Foundation, is that they fundraise for St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital which is an organization that I follow and have
always donated to. There are 175,000 cases of childhood cancer
diagnosed every year worldwide. I have learned that a donation of
$50 purchases supplies that help parents and nurses care for babies
in treatment and include items like diapers, baby bottles, sippy
cups, pacifiers, footies and heel warmers. I have learned that a
$1,000 donation covers the cost of airfare for one child and one
parent or guardian. It is amazing and crucial that we keep raising
funds so that no child is ever turned away from St. Jude and that all
the financial pieces are taking care of and families can recover in
peace.
I am honored to be a part of this great organization and my goal is
to raise over $5,000. Please help me promote this great cause by
donating to my fundraising page: http://heroes.stjude.org/jilliancip .
Jillian Cipriano, Driggs School
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More Partners In Education News
The Waterbury Public Schools conducted its portion of the annual United Way campaign early this
year. Several representatives of United Way attended professional development sessions at individual
schools just prior to school opening for the year and spoke to staff about the contribution United
Way makes to our local community. A similar program was offered at Central Office. The school
district wrapped up its campaign by mid-September. The official United Way Campaign Leadership
Breakfast and Kick-Off was held Thursday, September 8th, at 7:30 a.m. at La Bella Vista.

A recent Kennedy High School graduate, Xheklin (Jacklyn) Nano, received a $2500 Diversity Construction Group Foundation scholarship. According to their website, the Foundation “focuses on the
issue of racial and gender capacity in the construction industry.” Its goal is to “provide encouragement and financial assistance to high school students that wish to pursue a bachelor’s degree in a major that will lead to a career in the field of Construction Management.”

Connecticut Hoops for Help donated book bags to Kingsbury, Reed, Gilmartin, and Sprague
School. The Southbury Training School also donated backpacks that went to Kennedy, the Waterbury Career Academy and Carrington School.
Raymour & Flanigan hosted a “Sprinkles of Hope” Community Day on Sunday, September 18th, at the
store from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Each child who visited the store had an opportunity to decorate a
cupcake. The company will be making a donation to Give Kids the World Village, a nonprofit resort in
Florida that offers children with life-threatening illnesses a free vacation with their families.

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK
Cigna has agreed to extend its sponsorship of
the “Blessings In A Backpack” program at
Woodrow Wilson School. The program was
originally supposed to end after this past
school year, but Cigna’s sponsorship for another year means students in the school will
once again receive food to take home with
them every weekend.
Instructional Leadership Director Pamela
Baim, Woodrow Wilson School Principal
Jennifer Rosser and Joe Geary, who represented Mayor Neil O’Leary.

The school held a brief assembly on Thursday,
September 15th, to celebrate the good news.
That day happens to be National Blessings
Day.
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More Partners in Education News (continued)
Farmers Insurance and the Mary Jane Vita
Insurance Agency Thank America’s Teachers
The Mary Jane Vita Insurance Agency, as part
of a Famer’s Insurance initiative, donated
two boxes of school supplies to the Family
and Community Engagement Center (FACE).
The supplies will be given out to students or
teachers who visit the center in the first few
weeks of school,

The newly established FreeTHEM Foundation,
Inc. hosted a Community Outreach Event on a
Saturday afternoon in Fulton Park. The
FreeTHEM Foundation seeks to address the
needs of youth who have parents or other caregivers with an addiction problem. The event featured games, food, guest speakers and information on programs, resources and services in
the local area.

Close to 900 winter coats have been distributed to
high school students, courtesy of a generous donation from the Dalio Foundation. According to its
website, the Dalio Foundation was founded in 2003
as a family foundation led by Ray and Barbara Dalio
and their four sons. Our Education Liaison, Mary
Ann Marold, organized the intake and distribution of
the coats to our high schools. This effort was so successful due to our high school parent liaisons and the
FACE Center office manager Jeanette Rivera.

Lucy Weir, Dalio Foundation, poses
with Ann Marie Bites, parent liaison at
Kennedy High School, and Mary Ann
Marold, Education Liaison, as coats are
prepped for distribution to high
schools.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from September 15th through October 15th. The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of the independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and September 18, respectively. Also, Columbus
Day, or Dia de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period.
Each year, the Waterbury Public Schools participate in a district-wide celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, culminating in a special performance and display of select student projects. Once again
this year, all schools had the opportunity to participate in the district-wide celebration as well as individual school activities.
Middle and high school students had several options to choose from, including a poster contest and
an essay or report based on research. Posters had to depict the National Hispanic Heritage Month
Theme “Hispanic Americans: Embracing, Enriching, and Enabling America.” Essays were to document
the life of someone of Hispanic descent who has made a positive impact. The reports highlighted various elements of one Hispanic country’s culture.
Elementary students had several choices: may write their version of a Hispanic folktale they read during their Literacy Block, create a poem in response to something read in accordance with Hispanic
Heritage Month, or create a report/project about famous Hispanic people or Hispanic countries.
Submissions could have been from an individual, a small group or a whole class (such as a big book).
Pictures of the District Hispanic Heritage Month celebration are available in a special section of the
WPS News Update Newsletter, devoted to this particular activity. Please go to the district website at
www.waterbury.k12.ct.us, click on School / Community Relations, then click on the link for the
newsletters. There are many special newsletters there in addition to the usual newsletter that is released three times each year.

Walsh School— (left)
Students performed for classmates on
October 6, 2016.
Gilmartin School— (right)
October 14, 2016.
Students performed a play, “Connie y
Diego” followed by parents and friends
dancing in native Ecuadoran outfits.

Waterbury Career Academy (left)
October 12, 2016.
Among the student performances: a Parade of Cultures.
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CROSBY HIGH SCHOOL
COLLEGE AND CAREER
FAIR

ANNUAL TITLE I MEETING—
DISTRICT PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
October 5, 2016
Following brief welcoming remarks, parents
visited centers set up by Subject Supervisors,
where they learned many useful tips to help
their children succeed in school.

SCIENCE FUN FOR PRESCHOOL
Students in preschool and their parents
had fun learning about science during a
district-wide Family Night held at the
Waterbury Arts Magnet School on October 19th. Approximately 300 parents
and children attended the event, which
featured 10 different science experiments appropriate for preschoolers to
conduct with adult guidance and supervision. The activities included “Edible
Dirt,” “Popcorn in a Test Tube,” and
“Dancing Raisins.”

WATERBURY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL /
COMMUNITY
RELATIONS OFFICE

LIBERTY BANK “SURPRIZE SQUAD”
VISITS TEACHER AT TINKER SCHOOL

Chase Municipal Building
236 Grand Street
Waterbury, CT 06702
Phone: 203 573-6633
Fax: 203 574-2801
E-mail:
nvaughan@waterbury.k12.ct.us

See us on the web:
www.waterbury.k12.ct.us

October is Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Awareness Month. Annabella’s Angels,
founded by Tinker School teacher Jessica
Ocasio, is joining with thousands of organizations to increase public awareness.
The organization held its Second Annual
Remembering Our Babies Walk to raise
awareness and funds to help purchase
CuddleCots for all Connecticut hospitals.
The event was held on Sunday, October
9, 2016, at Fulton Park.
WFSB-TV’s Nicole Nalepa interviews
Jessica Ocasio and her husband.

When Tinker School teacher Jessica Ocasio came down into the office one
September morning, she was never expecting to be met by WFSB-TV’s Nicole
Nalepa representing the Liberty Bank SurPRIZE Squad. The Channel 3 crew
was there to surprise Jessica and present her with the funds needed to complete the purchase of a 4th CuddleCot and a donation to the Rivera Memorial
Foundation, in honor of Jessica. The Rivera Memorial Foundation was started in
honor of Jessica’s father, Eddie Rivera, a Waterbury firefighter who was killed
on the job twenty-five years ago. Jessica started Annabella’s Angels after the
death of her daughter on December 9, 2014. The 501(c)3 non-profit raises
funds to purchase CuddleCots for local hospitals. CuddleCots are in-room
cooling units that allow grieving families to bond with babies lost in stillbirth or
late term miscarriages. Annabella’s Angels had purchased three Cuddle Cots
and donated them to St. Mary’s and Waterbury Hospitals, as well as Bristol
Hospital. Using funds donated through the Liberty Bank SurPRIZE Squad, a
fourth CuddleCot was purchased for Hartford Hospital.

WALSH SPOOKTACULAR
See additional photos in special section on the website home page—
www.waterbury.k12.ct.us, then
School / Community Relations,
then follow the link to the newsletters and look for the one labelled
“Walsh School Spooktacular.”

BUCKS HILL SCHOOL VOCABULARY PARADE
See additional photos in special
section on the website home
page—www.waterbury.k12.ct.us,
then School / Community Relations, then follow the link to the
newsletters and look for the one
labelled “Bucks Hill School Vocabulary Parade.”

